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[The ‘King’:
lis memory

jiveson. . .

By Carolyn DoMarco

. stalf writer

Elvis may have “left the bullding,” but

[ the fans weren't leaving thelr seats,

Judging from the numbers who visited

[ “Elyis: A Musical Celcbration” last month
" at the Fox Theatre, “Elvls Lives!” or at

Ieast the 1egend of the King lives on, perpe-
tuated by Kalumazoo sightings and Grace-

" land birthday partles.

Mingling with the epening night hordes
at the Fox were people costumed in every-
thing from sequined cocktall dresses and
tuxedoes to jeans and flannel shirts. They
atrrived In streteh llmousines, luxury cars,
pickup trucks and the city of Taylor senjor
cltizen bus. More than one over-the-hill
Elvis Impersonator were among the faith-
ful.

We asked o handful of them, “What qual-
Ifles you as a true blue, radlcal, fanatical
Elvis follower?" and got varled responses.

JUDY ROCK and her 23-year-old daugh-
ter, Jodee Riley, came with two less fanatl-
cal friends. Rock had scen Elvls in person
nine or 10 times, the Jast time at Olympla
Arena in April 1977 just months before his
death. She caught the traditlonal thrown

scarf.
*How did he look then?" we asked.
“Fat,” both fricnds answered.,
“A little heavy,” Rock contradlcted, “but
he was preclous.”

RILEY RECALLED the tlme she was 8
and a novice Elvis fan.

“My mother dragged me with her to Los
Angeles to his home.”

“Imaglne,” her mother sald, “I was
hanglng on (he gate waitlng for hlm to
come out. Hls car started coming and Aunt
Jan said get out the way, he's not gong to
stop, but 1 knew he would.

“He tried to get Jodee to come to the car
and I sald, ‘How about me?* but he wanted
the llttle girl. She went up and touched his
hand, but she wouldn’t kiss him. I jumped
on the hood of the car and got a pleture of
his chest and the gold chalns,”

That picture and dozens of others photes,
plaques, plates and other memorabllla are
on display in the Rock home in Warren.

Riley, newly married, said husband
Steve won't let her bring it to thelr home.

“He's kind of jealous.”

SRIP CHAMPAGNE, 28, of Inkster was
accompanied by her husband, Blil. Skip,
whose brother “glves tributes” (not Imper-
sonaticns) of Elvis, was dressed in a pink
satin jacket with burgundy letters that
spelied out “Elvls.”

“I've got to be part of this,"” Skip said. I
went to Graceland on his 50th blrthday.”

While her 50lsh husband, Tom, shook his
head, Jane Smithson of Troy was one of the
few Intervicwed who admitted she owned &
blue velvet palnting of the King. Tom ac-
companied her and his sister, Mary Den-
mark, who first saw the Elvis movie “Love
Me Tender” at the Fox Theatre in 1856,

Francls Wolaltis of Detrolt sported a
pompadour and sideburns in the manner of
his hero, He went all the way to Las Vegas
to see the Elvismania show, but it was sold
out. When tickets went on sale for the De-
troit show, be was in line carly,

“Elvls Is all he talks about,” his atepson
and brother-in-law sald.

POLICE OFFICER Erich Laubert of St.
Clalr Shores ilkes Elvis 50 much, “he iml-
tates him every year at our spring dance in
a rented costume,” hls wife sald.

“He does the whole bit with the 2001
opening and the scarves.”

“The women screamed,” Erich said, a
grin on his face. .

Jeff Dombrowski of Dearborn has 20
hours of news tapes of the day Elvis died.

“1 would have had the whole 24 hours,
but I ran out of reel,” he sald.

Two months after Elvis' death, Dom-
browskl went to Graceland “to stop by and
take a look at the real radlcals, the ones
crying at the fence,” he sald.

“Am I a fan?” superfan Carol Campanel-
1a repeated, “When Edvls dled ! got sympa-
thy cards. My boss gave me a day off to
attend the funeral, but my boyfriend took
my credit card. 1 only got as for as
Woodbaven.”

“I LIVE FOR Elvls and he lives for me,”
said Tanya Church, 25, of Royal Oak.

She went to Kalamazoo when she beard
he was sighted at a fast food restaurant,
“but I lived in Battle Creck at the time,”
she said. “It wasn't much of a trip.”

Pat Nowaslelski, 57, has dedicated one
room of her Dearborn home to Elvls, but
the momorzbilia have spilled over Indv
other rooms, including the bathroom in
which a portrait of E.P. dominates.
Friends have glven her scarves, books, pic-
tures and clocks.

A makeup artlst, she saw Elvis at Olym-
pia in *77 and at least 40 impersonators
since. She does the makeup for many of
them.

Sylvan Lake's John Dent, 28, has an
Elvis record collection in the 1957 War-
litzer jukebox he kecps [n the kitchen.

“I try to emulate Elvis” the tall, band-
some copywriter sald, “especlally when I
dance. Except Elvis sncered and I like to
smile.”

NOT ALL members of the audience
were pro-Elvis, JilI McCoy, 11, and sister
Julle, 10, of Llvonia were there with thelr
mather and her best friend. The friend

. brought her daughters, Jodl and Amy

Schwab of Milford.

“Qur mothers wonled us to 2ec what they
did in the '60s,” Amy sald. “But we'd rather
be at a hockey game.”

Pat Patterson of Redford and a dozen
other members of the Friends for Elvis
Fan Club were at the Fox opealng night.
The newly formed sanctioned fan club gen-
crally meets on the 16th of the month at
the Metro Hall, Plymouth and Beech Daly
roads in Redford, to hear music and talk
about thekr idal,

They recently held a party for Elvis'
birthday (Jan. 8) and hired a local imperso-
nator. Their next big event is a country-
western night,

They welcome new followers. If you own
a blue velvet pleture, can sing afl the
words to “Kentucky Rals,” know which ra-
dlo statlon hosts the Sunday mornlng
“Elvis Hour” and can spell Elvls' middle
name, write Friends for Elvis, P.O. Box
19554, Detrolt 48219.
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MUSICAL CELEBRATION "

It’'s Europe ‘a lamode’ or doing it your way

By lris 8anderson Jonea
kg contribuling travel editor

Q: We've already done w group

“ go on our own. Please glve us some
" tips on getting around and tell us
- bow you meet local people.

BC,
West Bloamfield

. A: In France, it was & school
teacher who invited us to tour her
{ather's vincyard in the Lolre Valley.
In Italy, it was the signora who fed
us garlic shrimp and wine in the
coastal village of Manarcla. In
Spain, it was the housewife who in-
vited us Into her home, where we got.
2 magrificent view of the 17th cen-
tury bridge in Ronda. In Germany, it
‘was the postal worker who invited us
to alt down at his table in an oompa-

pabar, - .
None of these small travel experl-
ences were on ocr itinerary, but they
are among our most treasured sou-
venirs of Europe. In cach case we
got off the beaten track to meet the
] ordinary people of an arca. We tray-
cled “a In mode.” No, that doesn't

things your own way.

3 In some cases, we were travellng
Independently in a rental car. In oth-
‘ers, we were on a tour and elther de-

‘| the tour was over. We have had
.| great fun traveling Lo groups, but
- |that fun Is usually assoclated with
- |other American travelers rather
. ﬁe’nmesumpeamwuumew“vu-

" tour to Europe. This tlme we want to*

mean “lee cream,” it means having i

1t you too treasure the small trav-
cl adventures that occur when you
step off the main tourist track in Eu-
rope, you should follow some basic
travel rules. Plan ahead, but wing it
as much as you can after you get
there, Go where the Europeans tray-
€. Find out about speclal cvents, In
case you are in the arca when they
happen. Learn a few words of a for-
elgn language, but don't worry too
much If you speak only English. You
will do flne in Europe.

IF YOU plan to rent a car, do your

~ffected for a day or stayed on alter BN

homework in the U.S, Rental prices
dlifer dramatically from country to
country because of tax rates, Franco
charges 28 percent tax. Your regular
car insurance may Include colllsion
insurance on a rental car in North
Ameriea, but it probably won't cover
you oversess.

Collislon insurance can add 50 to
75 percent to your rental bill, but
there is an alternative. Some credit
card companies, especially those
that offer “gold” cards, provide {ree
rental car colllslon insurance over-
seas to travelers who pay for their

MICKY JOKES

Street musicians play & lively tune for passers-by on the

Kartner Strasse in Vienna.

the rental car with thelr credit card.
It takes time to qualify so apply car-

ly.

1f you are looking for the sun, con-
slder southern Europe, espectally the
destinations that Euro, choose
for their annual vacations. You will
find the English, German and other
European tourists, but practically no
Americans, on the southern coast of
Portugal and Spain, and in the
Balearic Islands of Mallorea and Thi-

za,

The only winter “snow” in the
Balearic Istands is created by bliz-
zards of almond blossomss; you can
sce them as early as January, but
the group tour season booms in
spring ahd fall. Most Europeans pick
up a hotel or apartment for a week
or two and do day trips around the
Istands, :

1f you are vislting Spain mid-sum-
mer, and you Uke crowds, the Run-
ning of the Bulls takes place in Pam-
plona July 7, It is part of the Festi.
val of San Fermin. Barcelona Is the
site of the 1992 Olympics, but you
won't see any sign of that yet. You
will, bowever, find great summer
music {estivals In Santander, Grana.
da and San Sebastian.

AS THE sun moves north iato Ger’

many, you can celebrato the 800th
annlversary of the Port of Hamburg
and the 1,000th annlversary of Bonn
this year. The passion play at Ob-
crammergau s not scheduled until
1990, but It Is not too scon to start
planning abead for that!

Once you have chosen your {tiner-
ary, elther on a tour or on your own,
start digging through guide books

Once you have chosen your itinerary,
either on a tour or on your own, start
digging through-guide books and
travel magazines in your local library
for those wonderful off-road treasures.

ond trave! magazines in your local
Ubrary for those wonderful off-road
treasures, That's bow we discovered
the top-rated country restaurant Au-
berge de L'l in Nihaeusern, In Al-
sace 8 few miles north of Colmar ot
the French slde of the Rhine River.
The wonderfol mezl we had there
would have cost us hundreds of dol-
lars In Paris.

You should also explore your lo-
Europe tion. Alr fares are
high, but trains are both reasonable
and comfortable. French National
Railroads launched its new fast At-
lantic TGV train to Nantes in Janu-
ary. In the fall, it will start servica
to Brittany and in June 1880 to
Tours, Bordeaux and the Spanish
border. They should be just as good
a3 the fast TGV tralns that already
run from Paris to Lyon and south.

French National Railways offer a
rall-car package. Alr France offers
alr-rail-rental car packages. Alr
France, like several of the interna-
tional alrlines, are good sources of
information for the countries they
represent. Check the Automohile
Club of Michigan or call the travel
department off the Detroit Public

Library for tourist offlce addresses.
That will give you the hard facts.
For the real travel experiences, take
time to wander around, get Jost and
meet the peaple who llve there.
the French school teach-

er because we stopped her on the
street to ask a question in halting
high school French. It was an un-
scheduled train trip into an unknown
Itallan village that led us to the sig-
nora, In Ronda, we stayed overnight
Instead of taking a day tour. After
ihe tourists had gone, it was easy to
slow down &nd talk to & lady tending
her garden.
In Germany, where we wandered
into a small bar after dinner, the ta-
bles were all occupied, but we were
delighted to accept an invitation to
joln a German group. Just last week
we got another post card from Adle,
the postal worker we met there. He
oesn't speak a word of English and
1t doesn't matter a dbitt

If you have travel ,
send them to Iris Sanderson
._I'oﬂel. Observer 7 Eccentric
ast,

Livonia 48150.
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