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Haggerty
traffic is
focus of
hearing

8y Joanne Maliszewskl
stalf writer

After many delays, resldents
alopg the Haggerty corridor will
haye their say at a public hearing on
a study of alternatives to relleve
congestion along the heavily trav-
cled road.

A prellminary environmental Im-
pact study (s expected to be shared
with munlcipal leaders in communi-
tles affected by the proposed new
road connecting I-96 to Pontiac Trail
near Haggerty.

Offlclals in Farmington Hills,
Farmington, West Bloom{leld, Novi
and- Commerce Townshlp are ex-
pected to review the document in
March, before the April public hear-
ing.-

%.ast week, Michlgan Department
of . ’h'nusportaﬁun offlclals  were
waitlng {or comments to the prelim-
inary environmental study {rom offi-
clals of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the federal Environmen-
tal Protectlon Agency.

“We will save :Lme dealing with
thém cupfront,” sald Andy Zeigler,
MDOT spokesman.

‘The etudy covers how two major
alternative designs for the Hoggerty
corvidor will alfcct residents, busi-
nesses and the environment. “It will
itemize the pros and cons,” Zeigler
safd.

THE FINAL environmental im-
pact'study is expected by late sum-
mér, before which municlpal leaders
will be expected to include thelr fa-
vored-road deslgn for the Haggerty
connector. MDOT officlals are hap-
ing to have a constructlon contract
before the year's end.

The Farmington Hills City Council
mote than a year ago indleated it
préferred the option of angling the
new ' roadway dlrectly northbound
off. 1-98 and running it about a half-
mile west of Haggerty to Pontiac
Trall. Haggerty Road would remain
asitis,

“We got letters from resldents
saping that, basically, they don't
watlt an expanded roadway right on
Haggerty,” Farminglon
an{ clty manager Davld Call said,

A" second option would angle the
new road esstbound from I-98 con-
necting with Haggerty at 13 Mile,
where it would become a divided
boulevard to Pontlac Trafl. Under
Uunnnuon, Hapgerty would be a ser-
vico drive, Call said.

Ny officials have taken a similar
posn.ﬁm as Farmington Hills on the
f-Haggerty, or so-called off-
nllgnment alternative. West
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Bloomtield and Commerce tewnship
officlals have not yet taken a posl-
tion.

“Qur plans have been to wait for
the Impact statement,” a Commerce
Township official sald.

BUT CONCERN accompanles

bolh opllonz The less-expensive
optlon,

at 372 milllon, would traverse signif-
icant wetlands, The second optlon in-
volves \far fewer wetlands but is
more expensive at an estimated $109
mlllen. An other option, similar to
the one on Haggerty, could avold the
Black Spruce Bog in Novl at an esti-
mated cost of $114 million.

“They {(MDOT ofilclals) bave not
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approached us yet relative to any
costs,” Call sald. Farmington Hllls
doesn't have to buy right-of-way for
the project if the west-of-Haggerty
option is chosen, he sald.

The Haggerty connector makes a
stronger case for the city’s need for
ftnancing for the planned wldening
of the 12 Mile corrldor, Call sald, If
12 Mile is not widened, MDOT offi-
cials are concerned that traftle will
back up into the connector road
from the heavlly congested mile

0ad.
“They (MDOT officlals) want to
make surc the elty has plans to wid-
en it,” Call added,
Also of concern te some munlelpal
lcaders Is MDOT's plans to maintain

the Haggerty connector and the pro-
posed M-9 trunkline — from 1-96
past Pontiac Trall to M-59 as sepa-
rate projects.

Though the planned roadway from
1-96 to Pontiac Trall is often called
M-8, MDOT oflirials malntain it is
not one In the same.

A study for the entlre M-9 project,
from 196 to M-59, will begin once
federal approval I8 recclved on the
Haggerty connector project, MDOT
officia! Hank Lotoszinski sald.

ificials from the Commeree
Townshlp-Lakes Arca Chamber of
Commerce and the Oakland County
Road Commission sald they would
oppose any project that does not
take the road from 196 to M-59.
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Planning for the year 2000 Is more
than just making a wish Ilst of things
to have In the future.

For the peoplt on a task force for
“The Year 2000 Plan” it means
learning how to think creatively,
kow to work skillfully In a group set-
ting and how to releasc long-held
mindsets, openlng the way for an
outpouring of new ideas,

According to Ed Barlow, futurlst
and motivation consultant on this
Farmington HHls project, “The ™~
geat challenge is to maintaln the
high level of encrgy and excltement
that people felt initlally when they
made thelr commitment to serve on
a task force.”

“You could fee] the encrgy level at
the kick-off meeting recently when
over 150 people, volunteers for the
task force, met with Barlow. He pro-
vided them with messagcs of gul-

retain

Steering committee chalr-
man Jack McDonald, a for-
mer county commissioner,
addresses Year 2000 task
force members during their
January kickott,

team work Involved In this first
group effort.

Since that meeting, the task force
met on their own to elect a leader,
Those chairmen will meet once a
month as a stecring committee,
headed by Jack McDonald, to ex-
change ideas, problems and report
on their accomplishments.

On Feb, 25, Barlow will train new-
Iy clected task force chalrman and

dance,
munl na daylong so_hlnn designed
to get the gears In motlon,” said
Esthier Fraug, cily publicist.

TASK FORCES met for the first
time that day as a group and, as part
of their asslgnment, wrote their idea
of a headlilne for newspapers in the
year 2000, The publle safety com-
mittee wrote, “Farmingten Hills —
Safest City in U.S.A." The beautlfica-
tlon group wrote, “Orchard Lake
Corridor Voted Most Scenlc in Michl-
gan.” Other messages were as vl-
slopary and represcntatlve of the
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men in the

pro-
cess of futuring. He will offer posl-

tlve leadership skllls In communica-
tivn, organization and direction n
conductlng 2 good meeting.

ch task force will meet at least
once a month with additional meet-
inga as needed throughout this year-
long project. All meetings wlll be
open to the public.

The five task force committees
are: Publle factlities and services; fi-
nancjal and economic vitality: beau-
tification and envlronmental preser-
vatlon; human services; and lelsure
and cultural activities.
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