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E WANT Muirwood Square to survive.
Property decline anywhere in
Farmington Hills or Farmingten re-
flects poorly on the whole communi-
ty.
,' But in our view, redeveloping the 9-ycar-old
shopping center at Grand River and’ Drake
should be done within Farmington Hills' master
land use plan.
< We oppose rezoning six of 12 acres to the west
to let Beztak Building Co. expand Muirwood
Square to a 105,000-square-feet center anchored
7y a supermarket.

Hills-based s $10
~mtllion proposal looks prudent on paper, But the
-pRan. courageous in its quest, just doesn't fit the
41 »c.'mon

Clly planning commissioners voted 5-3 to not
,secommend rezoning the-acreage from multiple
'fhnul} residential and vehicular parking distriet
-uv community business district.

\Ve urge the city council to echo that vote. As
zoped the 12 acres would yield 124 more apart-
mgnts — and less than half the amount of peak
-haur trips.

wn
- )YE DON'T see the wisdom in doubling Muir-
wobd Square’s size, and further encroaching into
a residential zone, when the Grand River-Drake
mibrscction lies along a notoriously congested
cukrldor.

“*The intersection is riddled with tramc con-
cerns, particularly heavy volume and poor sight
llnns to the west.

-«We appreciate Beztak's desire to nip the 20-
pe'rcent vacancy rate “in the bud" and re-estab-
lﬁh Muirwood Square’s stability and vitality.

-* And We appreciate its pledge to keep the west-
erpmost six acres natural if rezoned, except per-
-haps for a health club for the apartment
d\ﬁe!lers

' Bu! if Beztak is willing to partly re-build from

scratch by demolishing 30,000 square feet, we _

. wonder if it's possible to crcativcly prepare a

. proposal that provides an anchor within the ex-
 Isting community husiness district.

Smokers

bacco Institute, headquartered. just a
few blocks from the White House in

T OBACCO SMOKE Is harm(ul. Yet the To-
. Washmgton ig desperately hghtlng back

Too intense
Planners rightly nix rezoning

Be polite: Ask before lighting up

The intersection is riddled with
traftic concerns, particularly
heavy volume and poor sight
lines to the west.

WE DON'T buy the notion that when consider-
ing land use, the only decision is whether a pro-
posed use is suitable. Nearby tand use shouldn't
be an overriding factor, but it can’t be ignored.

The Far Downtown Devel Au-
thority's claim that an expanded Muirwood
Square “threatens lo destroy (he viability of
downtown Farmington” seems a bit exaggerated.

We don't see the fate of downtown Farmington
— well into a $1.4 million redevelopment project
— riding on what happens at Muirwood Square
or at the planned Target shopping center at
Grand River and Tuck,

Rather, we see the historic charm, new visbals
and improving retail mix of Farmington's cen-
tral business district as solid consumer lures.

Bestdes, the marketplaco should diclate com-
petition, not zoning.

Still, we count six existing or planned grocery
stores in a three-mile radius of Grand River and
Drake — Stocker's, Kroger, A&P, Farmer Jack
and IGA in Farmington and a planned supermar-,
ket at 12 Mile and Halsted in Farmington Hills.

WE ALSO contest Beztak's view that the
Grand River corridor is a commercial strip.
From Farmington Road to Drake, we count just
as many places to live.

You betcha: a 105,000-square-foot shopping
center at Grand River and Drake “would change
the whole area,” as planning commissioner Mary
Avery aptly put it.

More retail space doesn’t secem necessary to
satisfy quality-of-life demands in the area. The
master land use plan should be adhered to in this
rezoning bid.

Smoking — even if legal and
conslitutional — deserves to be

fo
'paign.

No longer does tobacco advertising equate
smoklng with sexual desirability, as it did in the
*30s and '40s. No longer does it bother to chal-
‘lenge the mountain of medical statistics hy bray-
.ing back that there's “no scientific proof” smoke
is a kilter, as it did in the '60s and '70s.

bility with a heavy pr cam-

"IN A SERIES of full -page advertisements last
\munlh, lhc Tobaceo Institute bellowed
Enough. . ." 1t produced a poll showing “a ma-
HoNty of Americans” feel attacks on smoking
'viglate Amerlcan values.

[+ ‘The Tobacce Institute’s message is that there
are enough taxes; enough bans, rules and regula-
‘tions telling us what to do; enough attempts to
‘control private life; enough censorship of [ree
specch and advertising; enough physical abuse of
-'women smokers; enough discrimtnation against
.one group.

The Lobacco folks aren’t saying thelr product is
good. They're saying attacks on thelr products
are atlacks on-the Bill of Rights, your pocket-
‘book and womanhood,

One is reminded of the sleazy Chicago mayor
"In the 1920s who used to wrap the American flag
.-around his ample torso when orating, and of phi-
lnsopher Samutel Johnson's dietum, “*Patriotism
is the last refuge of a scoundrel.”

WE WON'T BE trapped inlo taking the Tobac-
. co Institute’s side on whether smokers of either
: sex should be physically assaulted.

The point is that smoking — even if legal and
constitutional — deserves to be frowned on.
Smoking is no longer the norm; it is the excep-
tton, and the smoker should be polue enough to
ask before lighting up.

Smoklng is un-chic, like halllosls or body or-
" dor. The smoker has a constitutional right te
smoke, to have sweaty armpits, to speak, to buy
an ad and to be safe from thugs. And the rest of
us have a right to ask the smoker to (hr-r-
rumph') stand further away,

fr d on. Smoking is no longer
the norm; it is the exception, and
the smoker should be polite

h to ask before lighti

The decision to shoo_t:
It can often be deadly

IN A perilous split
Farmington Hills palrolman hnd to
answer the vltimate qucsllon for a
police offlcer: “Do I shoal

There's no casy unswcr

‘When an offleer says yc3, ke won't
shoat to wound. “Hes going to take
proper actlon as far as safety, not
only for hls lifc but for any other

rsons who may be in the area,”
said police Chicf Willlam Dwyer.

Lt. Richard Murphy was blunter:
*You shoot to kill, not wound."

So you can't waver if you're going
io pull the trigger. “Once that bullet
eaves the gun,” Murphy sald,
“there's no stopplng it. No officer I
know really wants to take a life and
still go hame at night.”

That’s one reason why pollee In
both Farmington Hills and Farming-
ton are moving to a sophlisticated
fircarms training program — one
that provides a precise readout on an
officer’s accuracy, reactlon time and
Jjudgment.

A Farmington Hills officer pulled
the trigger Feb. 11 for the first time
in five years on road patrol.

FEARING FOR his life, the 31-
year-old offleer fired at a suspected
armed robber driving toward hlm on
a dead-end residentlal road.

“Kill me, I want (o die,” yelled Ce-
cll Wiison, 42, of Marshall, Mo,
moments befare he was stopped with
a single shot from the officer's 12-
gauge pump shotgun, pollce sald.

sy Bob
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A loaded black pellet gun, identl-
cal In appearance to a 9 mm semiau-
tomatle pistal, was found on the pas-
senger seat of Wilson's car, lying
next to hls outstretched right arm.

Farmington Hills pollce ordered
two separate investigations into the
shootlng. But Dwyer called it justifi-
able “ based on our preliminary In-
vestlgation,”

‘The officer, standing outside hls
patrol car with shotgun in hand,
three times ordered Wilson to sur-
render but fired when he feared the
man would drive alongside and el-
ther shoat him ot pin him against his
patrol car, police sald.

WILSON'S WIFE, , Lols, said it's
possible her husband, who battled
depressivn and crack cocalne, decld-
ed to commit suicide by forcing the
officer to shoot.

The offlcer was reassigned to desk
duty untl the investigations are
complete. “He's a good ofiicer,”
Murphy said. “And he's dolng fine.”

‘The department will provide coun-

seling so he can deal with post-shoot-

Ing 1 or second guessing.

Since Murphy came to Farming-
ton Hills from the streets of Detroit
in 1970, he reealls only three other
times when offlecrs used falui force
- once at an armed robbery and
twlee during family trouble. Maybe
three other Umu, suspects were
wounded, he sald.

No Fnrmlngtnn HHls officer has
ever been shot.

TV HASN'T done much for putting
police work into perspective. Many
officers go through their career
without firing a gun in the line of
duty. But they can never let down
their guard.

When Farmington Hllls’ 51 patrol
and survetllance officers report to
work, they have no {dea what awalts.
Seemlngly minor calls — an open
building, a traffic stop, a famlly
fight — can escalate beyond control.

“With the number of guns and the
amount of drugs out u:gm robody’s
immune,” Murphy sal

All signs polnt to me officer who
shot Cecil Wilson acting in sclf de-
fense. Tims will heal som= of his
emotlonal scars. But the memory of
(hat fateful night will never dle.

Counscling may help. But hls pro-
{esslonalism probably is his best as-
surance of a smooth return to the
road.

Bob Skiar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer.
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ighting up.

1982 to 28.9 percent last year — in other words,
one-lenth fewer smokers.

UNFORTUNATELY, the Incidence of smoking
is stilt high among Michigan women aged 18-34
— 33.7 percent compared Yo 30,7 and 20 pereent
for older groups.

Why? The speculation is that young women
pick up smoking as they enter the work force in
greater proportions and more responsible jobs;
that teenage girls smoke as aadiet technique
since smoking curbs one's appetite (just as it
drains one’s health).

The American Lung Association reports that
nearly 12,000 smokers were among the 28,800
Michiganians who died of heart disease, bron-
chitis and lung cancer in 1987, That’s 42 percent
— considerably more than the percentage of
smokers in the averall population.

The American Cancer Soclety, also hendquar-
tered in htield, estimates
is responsible for 85 percent of lung cancer cases
among men and 75 percent among women — 83
percent overall,

Al this point, we make no new case for gov-
crnmental action against the tobaceo industry,
but we see plenty of need for plain Americans —
including smokers — to enforce the rule that to-
bacco smoke is unpleasant. Items:

® Don’'t smoke around innocent children,
whose health can be harmed by “sidestream™
smoke from burning clgarettes. Take a walk out-
doors when you have a cigaretle — the exercise
will do you good.,

@ Educate children on the addlclive proper-
ties of tobacco and the need Lo reslst peer pres-
sure. If you're a smoking parent, confess your
addiction. .

# Be enc to smokers who try to curb

That smoking is losing its grip on Michl
s evident In (he l9ﬂﬂ rcport from lhc American
‘Lung A office in
[Soul)\l’leld‘ Among adults (18 or older), smokers

.{ |declined from 32.4 percent of the population in

the habit or quit. It often takes five or six lries
before they succeed.

Smoking, even if constitutional, is unpleasant
and un-chic.

Diner finds
nice cuisine

To.the edltor:

A “breath of spring” has come into
downtown Farmington at the Pot-
pourri Restaurant at 33572 Grand
River,

The new owner/chef, Richard
Guyn,. a Farmington native, has
brought an innovatlve and artistle
flair to everything he serves.

His encrgy and enthusiasm for

. {lnc culsine and satisfied customers

lend an clegance to this small city
subdivision that could be attained by
no other means: All the new slde-
walks, driveways, carports, porches,
and awn!ngs in the world cannot ap-
proach the gentle grace these trees
lend to Floral Park. It is {ronic that
they should be branded a “menace™
by the mayor of the city.

Menace? I call them otherwise —
I call them friends. I lived in Floral
Park for cight years; I know the
shade provided for cyclists, walkera
and children playing on the slde-
walks those trees provided. I know
the sound of them in the night and
the cooling breezes they provide.

Our town
lhls.
Marian Bllenik,
Farmlngtan Hills

Trees are
no.menace

To the edltor:

‘Thls letter Is in reference to your
Feb. 13 story, “Farmington trees do
Job on sidewalks.” I speak for trecs.

‘What value can we place on a tree
= & majestic maple (hat has become
as much a resident of Floral Park as
the homeowners themselves?

Those beautiful, large silver
maple Lrees flanking the few strects

of which Floral Park is comprised *
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Steve Barnaby managing editor'
Rich Perlberg assistant managing editor

Dick Isham gencral manager

They are irreplaceable,

It would be barbaric and foolhar-
dy to remave these trees or to enable
short-sighted homecowners to do so
through economic assistance. There
is no golng back after a tree is cut
down, Take a drive through the sub-
divislon; the treeless frontage looks
barren, llfeless,

Tell Mr, Waack he can watch his
home value plummet as the trees
leave the neighborhood. Tell him he
can conslder the $77 per sidewalk
square an investment in his home
value and in nature. Tell him tlo
redirect hls campaign toward the
clty — perhaps the city can find a
way to help defray the cost of re-
placing these sldewalks “at risk.”
The solutlon lles not in removing
preclous trees that bespeak the herd-

- Suburban Communications Corp,
Phillp Power chairman of the board
Richard Aginian president

Richard Brady director of advertising
Fred Wright director of circulation

tage of beautiful Farmlington, the so-

lution Nes in rethinking the situation;
a new perspectlve s vitally needed.

Victoria Najjar Appel,

Farmingtan Hills

Look again at
the downtown

To the edltor:

I am wondering how many others -

In the community are as disappoint-
cd as I am with what has happened
to the Downtown Farmington Cen-
ter. We have lost parking spaces to
make room for the new large stare
being bullt on the one end.

Surely whoever is bullding this
does not Lhink that people will shop
Inthe A & P and then walk around to
the area In the back of the store to
their car with groceries,

‘That area Is busy with trucks un-
loading food. As far as I am con-
cerned, the downtown area has been .
spoltnd Let's just hope that we don't
Iose any stares up there because of
the lack of parking.

Whose idea was all this? Is this
what s called “Beautification of
Downtown Farmington?" Look
again! N .

Nancy Newell,
Farmlagton




