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Cameraman eyes
the action in ‘Taps’

By Victor E. Swanaon
special writor

ICK BOTA of Birmingham

{and Los Angeles) agrees

that ‘the Challenge

uence” Is the highlight

of the movie “Tap,” starring Grego-
ry Hines and Suzzanne Douglas.

Hota was camera operator on the
film now playing metropolitan De-
troit theaters, He said tn a telephone
interview from Los Angeles, “I
heard a lot of reviews say that It's
the highlight of the fllm in terms of
the dancing. It's where all the old
hoofers come in - you see all the old-
timers . . . Sandman Sims, Bunny
Briggs, and all these guys. Sammy
Davis Jr. and Gregory come In, and
they do an improvisationat dance.”

“In that scene, we just rolled cam-
eras, and they just went for (t," he
said.so delightedly that he sounded
as if he were about to burst. “And we
Just kept rolling and rolling and roll-
Ing on it. I don't know how many
times we did that scene.”

He burst. “But it was definltely a
once-ln-a-lifetime experience for me
to be watching these guys dance and
for everybody involved. I mean, it
was just a thrilllng day, couple of
days to watch It.”

THE MOVIE about tap danclng is
st In New York. It was written and
directed by Nick Castle and filmed
In New York and Hollywood over a
12-week period carly last year. Da-
vld Gribble s the director of photog-
raphy under whom Bota worked a
Panavision camera.

Weekly trade Variety

gether on a building. It took more
than a day to film.

Yet.another stunning scent is the
opening sequence in the fail cell,
Bota gaid. “1t's an Incredlble picce of
dancing,” Bota exclalmed. “And, un-
{fortunatcly, the opening sequence, T
think, probably runs about three or
four minutes, but the dance that he
(Hlnes) did, I think, was about eight
minutes long, and It was just,
throughout the whole {lim — partic-
ularly the jail scene — it was so hard
as an operator to keep my cye glued
through the optles of the camera be-
cause of what was golng on In {ront
of me.

“] had a great vlew. Because | was
able to watch the whole thing . . . so
breathtaking . . . the dancirg so ex-
citing and exhilarating. It was tough
ta keep conccm.rnllnx on what we
were dolng.”

BOTA 1S A graduate of Birming-
ham’s Seaholm High School. He at-
tended Central Michigan University
for two years, then the Unlversity of
blichigan for iwo years, where he
recelved a bachelor of science de-
gree In 1981, He had begun studies in
premed, but during the fast year at
U-M he found himself helping a
friend a Jot with his film projects.

Bota recalled, “I pretty much put
more of my cnergy into a lot of hls
projects than I did into what I was
dolng. When I graduated, 1 sort of
pursucd work (film work) In the De-
troit area, trylng to figure ‘out if
there was aclu:\lly a market,'if you
nclually could make a living doint

me 1931 to 1985, be worked in
Detroit as a camera

stated in its review: * ‘Tap' i a sut-
prisingly rich and affecting.blend of
dance and story that transcends its
respectful  deference toward the
great hoofers of a bygone era to de-
Nver plenty of glowing contempo-
rary entertainment. . .

Another scene that Bota is proud
of is “the sounds of the city,” In
which Hines and Douglas dance to-

lechnlclan. or “focus puller.”
“The focus puller is a technlelan
who manages the equipment and
makes sure the subjects are fn focus,
usually by pulllng a measudng tape
or sometimes looklng lhn{ngh the
camera,” Bola sald.

“AND THEN at the ond of '85, 1
sort of started getting kind of Itchy
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working in Detroit and wanied to
pursue some bigger projects.” He
said the big turning point for him
was when he worked on “Beverly

Hills Cop,"* when it was shot in De-

troit, for about two weeks.

Not lang after, Bota found himselt
In Los Angeles, where the work was
scarce for him at first, Then a break
came, as a camera assistant,

“I ended up landing a feature that
1 got on through a friend of a fricnd,”
he said. The show was “Bodysiam,”
with Dirk Benedict and Rowdy Rod-
dy Piper. More jobs followed.

He worked on theatrical films,
such as “Lady Beware,” and videos.
1 did a bunch of music videos when
they were at their peak . . . F must
have done 20 of thern in a year.” (He
has worked vn one David Bowie vi-
deo and three Prince videos.)

For Director of Pholography Jen
Kranhouse, he served as camera as-
sistant on “Stillwatch,” a TV movic
with Angic Dickinson and Lynda
Carter that was shown on CBS on
Feb. 10, 1987, and on “The Infiltra-
tor,” a “CBS Summer Playhouse”
entry with Scoit Bakula that was
aired Aug. 14, 1987,

KRANHOUSE GAVE Bota the op-
portunity to be a camcera operatar,
for the Fox 1clevision series
“Werewoll." with John York and
Chuck Cornors , which premiered
July 1I, 1987, house was dircc:
tor of photography, the individual
concerned with fighting aspects of a
production.

“Operating — you're composing
images,” sald Bota.

“When 1 worked on 'Werewalf,' 1
was operating on that . . . and that
was onc of my first shows that T was
actually the ‘A’ camera operator.”

On “Werewolf,” he even warked as
director of photography after Kran-
house had gone 1o work on anather
project and an expericnced director
of photegraphy was not found as a
replacement. "I was very fortunate
to shoot 12 episodes.”

When “Woerewolf”

was canceled,
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Rick Bota, who went to high school jn Birming-
ham, is behind the camera for the movie

“Tap." Also on the set are star Gregory Hines  {right).

{left); Nick Casile, the director (behind Bota),
and David Gribble, director of photographye

In scene trom “Tap,” Max Washington (Hines) displays his artistry when he ~ -t

is challenged by other dancers during a surprise visit to tap studio. Looking

on are Arthur Duncan {left), Pat Rico, Harold Nicholas, Steve Condos, Sand- o .

man Sims, Henry LeTang and Sammy Davis Jr.

vision series Is Out
There;" and “Tap."
Bota said he would like to return

to the Detrolt arca,as a director of

Bota returned to duties as a camera
operator, such as on the miniseries
“Semething Is Out There,” with Joe
Cortese and Maryam d'Abo; the tele-
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