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This songbird is called ‘butcher’

‘T'S interesting to me how so
vn many thing in Rl werld
L) have converees. 1 hings may

“***be up or down, right or leit,on
top or bottom, and on and on.

Well, establishing a blrd feeding
station Is an enjoyable pursult. All
the different colors and Lhe constant
actlvity of the birds make feeding a
pleasant famlly pastime.

But just as we provide a buffet of
food for sced and insect eating blrds,
the birds we attract provide a buffet
for ather birds — predators.

IT MAY BE hard to diverce our-
sivia froi ascribing Luaian values
to thees predators, We tend te eall
them “mean,” especially when they
{eed on the birds we enjoy feeding.

But predator-prey relationships
have been golng on for years without
1oss of any specics (except when man
Interrupts the aystem). So don't be
alarmed §f a predator llke a northern
shrike visits your yard and takes a
couple birds, as a Plymouth resident
reported.

A shrike is a very Interesting bird
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in its own right. It is the only preda-
tory songhbird. Its strongly hooked
bill and large head are two field
characteristics that make it unique.
Though smaller than a rebln, they
regularly capture small blrds, mice
and frogs.

EVIDENCE OF one of two species
of Michigan shrikes would be the im-
paled bodies of Its prey in thorn
bushes, Large prey are supported by
tree branches or thorns while the
bird feeds on it

They wi! also store food in this
manner and return Lo 1t a week or 50
lates. {5 the genuy name of
Li.2 sheit Latin for buteher.

Shrlkcs have keen eyesight and
hunt during the day lke hawks.

Their feet do not have large talons
like the typleal birds of prey. How-
ever, o simllar structural adaptation
found on the bill of falcons and
shrikes 1s used to sever (he spinal
column of prey.

Northern shrikes nest in northern
Canada and sporadically migrate
south during the winter. Their gray
and black apearance is very close to
thelr cousin, the loggerhead shrike,
which wlII nest in Michigan but mi-
grates south during the winter.

The shrike is the only predatory songbird. Smaller than a ro:
bin, it can capture smali birds, mice and frogs.

Young Lawyers to party

The writer is staff naturalist at
Independence Oaks Nature Cen-

ter. ‘The Young Lawyers Committee of

the Oakland County Bar Assoclatlon
wi holds it's fourth annual Spring
Party starting 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
25, Place Is St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E.
Congress (between Beaublen and

Admission Is $12. Beer and wine =
will be served. A cash bar for cock-
tails wlll be avallable.

Proceeds after expenses wlll goto ¢

the Baldwin Human Services Center
to provide food and shelter to the ;

FREE IN HOME COUNSULTATION
HOMES X 693-1453 | DECKSII

KLINE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT, INC.
'ACOMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL AND CONSTAUGTION SERVICE
« DESIGN INNOVATION
+ SOUND CONSTRUGTION METHODS

homeless.
Tickets are still avatlable by callA
ing the OCBA at 398-3837.

Brush), Detroit.
Dance music will be provided by
Trade Sccret.
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dociphering maps & graphs

O OPEN HOUSE: MARCH 4, 1889 1000 am, to 200 pam.

1755 Melton (t)
Birmingham, M( 48009 Save 50 %
{313) 642-1150 Crown Satin
Custom Draperies
Over 90 colors of antique satin
coordinated with 30 colors of
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as well as meal service and houuclennlng.

Each efficlency or one bedroom apartment has its
own kitchenette as well as call system.

Rate range from $700 to $1,375 depending on the
locatlon and services offered.
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