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By C.J. Risak
staff writer

‘ Success in swimming may be an-
ticlpated at Oakland Unlversity, but
the quick turnaround of OU's wom-
ens program has been surprising —
even to their coach.

- The Lady Pioncers were 11th [n
the NCAA Dlvision II two years ago.
‘That was after finlshes of eighth in
'88 and 12th in '35,

Last year, Tracy Huth —~ a three-
time NCAA 1I mens swimmer of the
year while competlng for the
Ploncers (1981-84) — took over as
coach, replacing Mary Ellen Wydan,
and immediately OU improved. The
Lady Ploncers were sixth at last sea-
son’s NCAA Il meet.

Huth was hoplng for contlnued Im-
provement on a natlonzl level this
year, “I would have been happy to
finlsh fourth," he sald.

That was prior to the scason. Now,
OU is expected to challenge Army,
Navy and North Dakota in a battle
for second In the NCAA IL

“f we go in and have our kind of
meet, 1 think we'll be sccond or
third,” predicted Huth. “If we just
swim OK, I think we'll be fourth.”

THE REASONS for the Lady

Pioneers’ sudden ¢mergence as a na-
tlonal contender arc other teams®
problems as well as QU's develop-
ment. Both will be on dlsplay at the
first Great Lakes Conference wom-
ens swim champlonships, to be held
wlith the mens meet today through
Saturday at Grand Valley State.
« Before the season, QU was cxpect-
ed to battle Northern Michigan for
the GLIAC title. NMU flnished ahead
of OU at last year's NCAA II meet.
But at a dua) meet in Marquette car-
lier this season, the Lady Pioncers
won easlly — and that was before
NMU’s best swimmer, Ann Boil-
inger, became academleally ineliglh-
ble In January.

St. Mary’
St. Mary’s
. There’s no place Like home.

. That’s a phrase §t. Mary's College
basketball coach Glen Donahue was
without doubt eager to prove. With
Monday's 105-97 trlemph over
Wayne State at Dombrowsk! Fleld-
bouse, he dld.

~ “This was a whole different team
tonight,” sald St. Mary's assistant
Kevin Donahue. “We did some things
right and the kids had fun.”

- One of the right things the Eagles
= losers of six of thelr previous sev-
en games, all on the road — did was
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Now, OU’s mens and womens
teams are both expected to dominate
the GLIAC meet.

QU’s goal is stlll the NCAA 11
meet, so only half Huth's swimmers
wilk taper for the GLIAC champion-
shlps — and those just to make
NCAA 1I qualifylng times. NMU, on
the other hand, will have three-quar-
ters of its team tapered to try and
reach NCAA II quallfying times at
the GLIAC meet.
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IT SHOULDN'T make a difference
In the outcome, “I would be
surprised (If we didn't win),” said
Huth. “"We've set our goals, first to
swim well and second to win the con-
ference meet. But if we do the first,
we'll accomplish the second.”

NMU's problems — “They havea't
swam ncarly as fast as last year,"
sald Huth, “Whether their training s
dlfferent or what, I don't know" —
have dropped them from the NCAA
11 title picture. Two other contend-
ers, Clarion College and Unlversity
of Tampa, are also struggling.

“It's weird how it's all working
out," sald Huth. “I'm not used to get-
ting these breaks. Usually (t's Oak-
Jand that's having all the problems.”

Huth was part of the 1984 OU
mens team that was favored to win
the NCAA IL But a flu epldemic de-
cimated the team during the meet;
they finlshed second.

WHILE OTHER teams arc having
problems, the youthful Lady
Pioncers — Ginnie Johnson (from
Plymouth Canton) is the only scnlor
-- are golng beyond expectations.
They were expected to have trouble
replacing {reestyler Nancy
Schermer, a 24-time All-American.

One reason they haven't Is they
have another Schermer, freshman
Lya. “T would call her (Nancy's)
younger sister, not little sister,”
said Huth. *“She's as big (5-foot-11) as
Nancy.”
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Her talent is also equal, at least.
“f may be going out on a llmb here,
but I think Lyn's more talented,”
said Huth, Schermer has quallfled in
the 100-yard, 200-yard and 500-yard
free and the 400 individual medlcy.
1t she has a good meet at nationals,
Huth thinks she could finish In the
top three In the 100 and 200 free and
the 400 IM.

Huth is also expecting a blg con-
tributlon from sophomore Lisa Guil-
foyle. “She's another we need to fln-
ish in the top six tn her events,” he
sald. Guilfoyle wlll swim the 50, 100
and 200 free and the 100
breaststroke.

Johnson could flnish her OU ca-
reer in style. The team captain way
an honorable mentjon All-Amerlcar.
In the 400 IM and 100 butterfly &
year ago and has been swimming
well. “We've adjusted her tralning
and she’s responded,” sald Huth,

OTHERS TO WATCH are sopho-
more Dana Kennedy (from Birming-
ham Groves) In the 50 and 100 free;
sophemore Deanna Fridley in the
200 fly, 400 IM and 1,650 free; and
{freshman Katle 111, a possible top-six
finisher in the 100 and 200 fly and
100 and 200 back.

Then there’s the diving trlo of jun-
lor Nikki Kelsey, who was fourth on
the three-meter board and 11th on
the one-meter at last year's NCAA 11
meet, and {reshmen Ann Jacobson
{from Redford Unlon} and Marie Q-
son {from Farmington Hllls Mercy).
Kelsey 1s a definlte contender to win
the three-meter title.

As good as QU is looking, Huth be-
lieves his team hasn't reached the
level of defending NCAA 1I champ
Callfornia  State-Northrldge.
“They're three, four deep in the dis-
tance events and have quallty In eve-
ry event,” he said.

The Lady Pioneers aren't that
good. Not yet. But in another year,
they may be.

enjoys home court

withstand a superb Tartar second.
half rally,

St. Mary's jumped in front 47-28 at
the half, thanks to 14 points from
James Lakes, 12 from James Curtls
and a defense that limited WSU cen-
ter Al Ament to four.

AMENT WENT to work In the sce-
ond half, however, pouring fn 34
points as WSU elosed to 72-71 with
8:54 left. But the Tartars never
caught St. Mary's, mainly because
Lakes had 15 sccond-half points,
Jerome Washburn got 10 and Jeff

Suspeck scored nine.

Lakes led the Eagles with 29
points. He also had nine rebounds,
Curtls finished with 18 points, Wash-
burn had 14 (and 11 boards), Mike
Moroney notched 12 and Suspeck
had 11,

Ament’s 38 polnts and 11 rebounds
topped WSU (6-18).

St. Mary's ts now 15-16, with its
final regular-season game at 7:30
p.m. Saturday agalnst NAIA District
23 leader Sicna Heights in Dom-
browski.
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- SALE

10% Savings _\-

off our
already low
pre-season

prices!

In Stock ltems Only
No Layaways

FREE
DELIVERY TO
MOST AREAS
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HOURS:
Mon.& Thur, 10am-8pm

\ERauc

Tues. Wed., Fri., Sal, 10 am -6 pm

Beach

613 666-2880 @13 347-4610

2 A )T _ Sunday- Closed

: Patio Furniture

i 7350 Highland Rd. (M-59) 43236 Novi Town Center
L 7 miles West of Telegraph Grand River & Novl Road

N Near Pontiac Alrport Just South of I-98

Hotel Style Quality Health Care

We're celebrating the 1st birthday of southeastern Michi-
gan's finest older adult health care facllity. We proudly
offer our residents and their families the very best of
services and amenities In our beautiful basic and skilled
nursing and assisted living accommodations. Please join
our celebration. Peachwood Inn and Borden Court is
health care as it should be.

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, February 26, 1989
11:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
3500 W. South Boulevard
Rochester Hills, Ml
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AND i CERTIFIED
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CAKE VAN - ;
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| love my Mom, and wanted a staff !

"My bost wishes on your first year
N who would be loving, caring and

annlversaryl™ . .

Exoc. Diractor. Alzhal kind -~ Peachwood has it — )
oc. Diroctor, Alzholmors ol
Assoc.-Dotroit Aron Chapter 100%! (M*‘WM !

Daughter of Jennie Lytle *

“..to your continuing sucgess.” “Congratulations from tha Clty of /
Rochester Hills on the occasion of /
Peachwood's First Blrthdayl”

BtV Dy lanel
Mayor - Clty of Rochaster Hllls

Columnilst, Detrolt Free Prass

“it Is a pleasure to extend my
warmest greetings to the
Peachwood Inn and Borden Court
on the occasion of thelr first
annlversary. Many wishes are
passed along with this message for
many years of prosperity!"’
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“'Congr on a
flrst yaar, Keep up the good work,
Peachwood!”

State Senator, 9th District

““Unilqueness, quality and

P
Senate Msjority Leader as you celebrate your first year in

the greater Rochestaer community.”
el

“A trua home filled with warmth
iy
Older Persons Commisslon

and happlness!’,
A

Volunteer

“Congr to
tnn. A great concept, keep up the

groat wark,
Ot DEZ e

Member of Congress

“'Congratulations Peachwood Inn,
Keep up the good work."

Herey T Aermn) 2.0,
Lafayetta Clinlc

""Peachwood Inn Is tops — in care,
cleanliness and concern for the
residents.”

A Foms ) Member

“Congratulations and Happy
Birthday Peachwood Inn.™

852-7800
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