Tough,

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Last year the Mlichlgan Legisla-
ture passcd a fMurry of youth erlme
laws. This vear the state and coun-
ttes witl hiave Lo pay the bill

“The wlll reimburse Oakland
County for this program,” Probate
Court adminlstrator Barbara Consl-
lio told a board of

A2-p n unit to
notity juvenile crime
victims of their rights
fiay Go e iip of the

loeberg in new cour?

costs,

panel last week.

The first blll — $57,000 a year —
will be for adminlstering the Juve-
nile Crime Victims' Rights Act. It
will pay for a clerk, a typlst, pos-
tage, telephones and computer ser-
vices,

Neatly every Observer & Eccen-
tric area representative was llsted
as a cosponsor.

Consllio's offlce is tabulating the
costs of 22 pleces of legislation alter-
ing the way probate courts handle
Juvenlle matters,

“THERE 15 GREAT concern for
Juvenlle crime,” said state Rep. Per-
ry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor, as the
House of Rcpresentatives debated
one of his bills last year, “but mostly
It's in the form of increased penal-
tles and represslon.”

Bullard cited the bill allowing the
Juvenlle court to extend its jurlsdle-
tlon over some young offenders to
age2l.

One bl will prohlbit non-attorney
referees from handling certain kinds
of juvenile cases. “The jobs referees
are dolng should be done by probate
Judges,” said Bullard. “We can’t go
with the justlce-of-the-peace type
system by somebody in a buckskin

“coat who doesn't have a groundlng in
the courts.”

THE TIP OF the costly lceberg is
the vietims’ rights program, which
takes effect June 1,

The victim — “a person who
suffers direct or threatened physical,
financial or emotlonal harm as a re-
sult of the commisslon of an offense”
— must be sent a letter and copy of
a “vlctim’s rights notlce.” .

The victim is given the telephone
number of the prosecutor’s office in
case of a threat from the juvenile de-

fendant, along with pamphlets on
how the system operates and how to
obtain financlal assistance.

At court hearings, and to the ex-
lent practical, the victim has a right
to use “a walting area separate from
the defendant, the defendant's rela-
tives and defense witnesses.”

THE VICTIM is sent a checkilst of
which rights he/she .wants to’ ex-
ercise. Among the rights:

# To recelve notice of all sched-
uled court hearlngs, changes in the
schedule and to attend them.

® To consult with the presecuting
attorney on plea negotiations,
walver to an adult court, dismissal
or other disposltion short of trial.

® To recieve notice of offenses of
which the juvenlte is found guilty.

® To be notifled if the juvenlle is
acquitted or the charge dismissed.

® To glve an oral or written
statement to a court officer prepar-
Ing a pre-sentence report.

® To receive notice of the time
and place of the sentencing and to
make an oral victlm impact state-
ment at the sentencing.

® To recelve notlee of the status
of any appeal the juvenile may file
and the result of that appeal.

® To recclve notice when the
court's jurisdletion over a juvenlle is
ended.

® To recelve notice of the trans-
fer of thejuvenile from secure to
non-secure detentlon, and a notlce of
the juvenlle's escape.

® To obtain a certliled copy of
the court’s finding of guilt to use In
sulng the juvenile’s custodfal parent
In distriet court.

“IT SEEMS lately as though every
10 minutes brings a new dir¢ction, 2
new rule, a re-revised rule, a new
publle act. . . Consillo said.
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Richard Aginian, president of Suburban Communications
Corp., presented Mary Klemic with a cash award and clock
after she was named Observer & Eccentric Journalist of the

Year.

O&E copy editor

wins staff honor

Mary Kiemle, a copy editor, has
been named Journallst of the Year
at the Observer & Eccentric News-

papers.

Klemle was honored at the news-
paper’s sixth annual program de-
signed to highlight the accomplish-
ments of staff members. She was
presented with a cash award and
clock by Suburban Communicatioas
Corp. president Richard Aglnlan.
SCC is the parent company of the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.

Klemlc was sclected for her metl-
culous editing and layout skills and
ter approach to teamwork on the
copy desk. .

Copy editors read and edit stories
for the 12 OLE editions. They also
design and layout pages and write
headllines for many pages.

Klemle, 32, bas a bachelor’s de-

gree from Wayne State Unlversity
where she majored in English and
mass communications. She has
worked at the OLE for six years, Be-
fore taking a position on the copy
desk two years ago, Klemic worked
as a reporter In Livonia, Farming-
ton, Redford Township and West-
Jand. Her work also has appeared in
the Creative Living section,

In addltion to the awards ceremo- |
ny, more than 70 OLE staff mem-
bers also heard Philip H. Fowcr.l’
chairman of the board of SCC, talk -
about the role of & community jour- {
nalist.

Michigan Supreme Court Justice .
James Brickley discussed libel law
and the effect Lhat recent court decl-
slons have had on newa coverage (n

ichigan,

Peace group meets March 1

The Center for Peace and Conflict
studies will hear Rev. Duane W.H.
Arnold on “Ethics In

at 7:15 pm.
March 1. In the Troy Public Library,

510 W. Dig Beaver. _

I Amold is chaplain at
Wayne State L General ad-
mission is $8; students, $2.

)

new juvenile laws hav

The victim of a juvenile crime has the right to make an oral
statement at sentencing. it asked, the court must provide a

As of Jan. 1, she sald, the court
rules were expanded from 14 to 39,
and the substance of many was al-
tered.

Other changes due during the

car:

"Juvenile courts are now required

to report dispositional outcomes to
the Michigan State Pollce” on some
serious offenses.

Juvenile courts must obtaln
fingerprints of juveniles charged in
more serlous cases.

Where juvenile courts extend their
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the delinquent's parents.

Jurisdiction to age 21, the court will
face increased caseload considera-
tions, instltutlonal costs and bench
time for additlonal hearings, she
sald,

“Juvenile court hearings are open
to the public unless closed on th emo-
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Under new laws, the court may close,
the proceeding onty for a good rea
son that is stated on the record.

Oakland County has four probate '

judges. The state is expeeted to add,
two more In 1990 or '92. .
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