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C’ville schools join lawsuits

By.Kevin Brown
staf writer

N

Niare] Public Schoals Bas Jolitd two
lawsults of oliuluing waore mowcy frutn
the state.

The Clarenceville Board of Education Is await-
ing word on the fate of first of the two lawsuity,
which the board voted to join Feb. 9.

Evyen U the lawsuils fall, [n-formula dlstricts
Uke Clarenceville could gain, sald superintendent
Michael Shibler.

“If it's (legal action) able at the least to bring
an awareness to the publlc that a disparity exists
in the amount of money behind each chlld, it wil)
accomplish somethlng,” he sald,

THE LEGAL action is being filed on behalf of

caucus o. {3
of School Adminlstrators. The caucus counts

Clarenceville as a member.

The district is called “in-formuia” because it
qualities For major state ald to pay for programa.
Tn-formula districts have 7 relatively small prop-
erty tax base, and are able to spend less money
per puptl that out-of-formula distriets such as
Livonia Public Schools which has a higher tax
base per pupll.

Specifically, the first lawsit will be to overturn
a previous rullng that prohibited local schools
from using public funds to sue the state.

If that ruling Is overturned, the in-formula dls-
trlcts say they'll mount a legal challenge to the
constitutionality of the exlsting state afd formula,

Shibler said superintendcnts of in-formula dis-
trlets are getting frustrated, as Iegislators who
continue to promise reform bave falled to agree
on a plan to make school funding mere falr.

“Maybe the lawsuit's the only answer.”

BECAUSE YEARLY Increases {n schoal ald to
in-formuta districts are not keeplng up with in-
flated costa, “I'm airald we're beaded for a ericis
n this state,” Shiblor said,

He predicts many In-formula districts will de-
clare bankruptcy n the next few years.

The law firm bringing the flrst court action —
to challenge the ruling that school districts can't
use public money to suc the state — sald if it Joses
the challenge, it will not blll the in-formula dis-
trlcts it represents.

Should they prevall In that flrst of the two
planned court actlons, cach district would be
biiled just more than $1,000. Shibler said the cost
isworthlt. |

What are the chances the legal action wh] suc.
cced? "“There's eertalnly a complex road ahead to
reach success,” said Shibler.

Attorney defends tree removals

Continued from Paga 1

. THE CITY attorney said he plans
to sell the land, posxibly for cluster
housing. Larson and his family llved
on .the acrenge until about eight
yeard ago. The house on the land was
given to the Farmington Hills Fire
Eeprtmeul to be used In a training
urm.

Ofithe 19 trees cut, many were de-
caying and dying, though they were
trees. The de-

{eet above the natural grade.

Larson said hundreds of trees re-
main on the acreage, including Nor-
way spruce and white plne, many of
which Larson sald he planted. A
wvast mafority (of the trees cut) were
stressed, In the dying process, We
felt it was appropriate (o do this at
this time. But we still honor and rec-
ognlze the spirit of the tree ordi-
nance,” Larson sald.

‘The council and the publle, Larson
d, will probably still sce

scrilies landmark trees as those that
stand apart from its neighbors by
siz¢ydorm or specles and any trees
24 inches In diameter measured four

equipment on the property because
the professional he hired to remove
the trees was atil cleaning the site.
“We feel we have preserved the tree

Céty says sign’s location

situatlon," he sald.

Sever sald he was surprised to
learn of Larson's actions. “Maybe
had there been more experience with
him invelved with the clty, he may
have had second thoughts about §t.
The politics scems to cast a different
light on everything you do."

Still, Sever sald he is concerned
that the matter Is now public and
facts about Larson’s actlons are “re-
ally sketchy, My intent was to write

a letter and ask for an explanatlon. I
do think it's our responsibility as a
countll to try to get the full facts to
ensure things like this don't happen.”

‘The mayor said he was concerned
when Marks spilled the beans be-
cause clty manager Willlam Costick
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was sUll trylng to the
facts. “You like to have as much of
the facts as possible before any In-
nuendos started, I'm disappolnted It
happened. I'm dlsappolnted we
didn't discuss it,” Sever sald.
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Moove

Visitors to Domino's

: qetermines variance OK

Featuring:

PizzaStore (directly south ¥
of old Peuting Farm loca-

Farms will be surprised to
tion).

see that the familiar red

Que local developer will be al-

lowed a larger-than-usual sign after

receiving Farmington City Council
this week. A h

square-foat, V-shaped sign, doubling
the square footage allowed under the

Ihefdly Is cracking down on another
devcloper who installed the same
siz¢ sign without a varjance.

The developer of Farmington
Oaks Apartments, behind the Farm-
Ington Crossroads shopping center at

clty's sign ordinance.
Nelson-R Proper-

ties, owner of the Village Commons
Center in downtown Farmington,
has been ticketed for having the
same size slgn In front of a partially
vacant center on Grand River, ac-
cording to city officlals. Nelson-Ross
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bam whichhousesthe Pet-
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opening of the Pelting
Famincarly May and lis-
ten to daily updates on the
Farm's activitics report at
11:40 am on WPZA.

But Farmer John and the
restof the crew invite you
10 come out and sce them
at their temporary loca-
tion set up outside the
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Tuxédos

From

$192

Used Formalwear

« Designer & Famous-Maker
Tuxedos* (coat and trousers)
$19¢ 99

* Dinner Jackets $6.99-524.99
® Formal Shirts $2.99-5899
* Ties, Cummerbunds
& Vests $50 and up
+ Formal Trousers*
{black wool) $19.99

* Ties, Cu|
* Cufflink

“Select sizes avallable

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. Sunday 12 pm. to §
AT OUR WARREN LOCATION ONLY.

Prvsidenl Tuxedo is releasing select new and used formalwear —
including items from top designers — to make room for
additional inventory. Some sale items are brand new and not
from our rental collection. Some, were gently worn for just

2 few hours. Alterations available at reasanable charge.

New Formalwear

* Designer Tuxedos from
‘1!9.9?| -

* Dinner Jackets from $39.99

* Formal Shirts from $2.99

¢ Formal Trousers
{polylwool) 50% off

Suspenders 25%-50% off

from §7.99
* Formal Shoes 25%-50% off

FIVE DAYS ONLY! Wed.-Sun., February 22nd-26th

mmerbunds &

& Stud Sets

p.m.

presioen

FOR THE SAKE OF APPEARANCES

Checks Accepted
29212 Hoover Road
North of 12 Mile

(313) 7510045

WE HAVE A WINNING COMBII\T;\TION FOR YOU
LENNOX .- Honeywell

~ COUPON WORTH

LENNOX
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*OVER STOCKED INVENTORY SALE*
Super Efficient « Super Comfort

. ZAPS DIRTIl

You can get rid of tha microscoplc dust, dirt, smoko and pollen that lurks

In the alr you broathe at home. The Honoywell Elecironic Alr Cloaner

cleans 85% ol all thosa pollutants so you can breathe easler. B
10 YEAR CLEAN COIL GUARANTEE".

VALUABLE COUPON s g
10

- ON-A FURNACE SAFETY CHECK-
L ACT Now!lt

CENTRAL COOLING
AIR CONDITIONER

Explrés 3

- Super Savings HS18 Sarlas

[E””ﬂx ELECTRONIC IGNITION
_— GAS FURNACE

Fast, low cost Installatlon makes It easy tor you to Modsl G12DE-82

enjoy the comiort and convenlance of Lennox gas o o '
by eliminating the constant pilot light. Gas Is used 1 288

only when Ihere's a domand for heal. You gt ’

heating, Electronic ignition reduces your fuel blll
m::::’:dl.\mky&ur monsy ptus Leninox quallty INSTALLED[
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SERVING THE PUBLIC FOR 30 YEARS




