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‘The Chocolate ‘War’: It’s a film worth seeing

Among the new fms thin week
are f=o that don't hold h
promise to merit screenings.

“The Terror Within" stars George
Kennedy and a bunch of sclentists in
a secret 1ab under the Mojave Desert
striving to save the world from a
deadly plague. Such diseases scem to
attrack screenwriters flrst.

Surprisingly, Donna Dixan Is in a
PG vehicle, “Lucky Stiff* that hasn't
gotten much advance notice. Per-
haps the story line ks the problem as
she meets a 300-pound man and
takes him home to meet her canni-
balistic family.

““The Choculate War” (R, B+, 105
minutes) — It's a war about 20,000
boxes of chocolate, Sound funny? It's
not. It's about man's infinite ability
for cruelty to others.

Young teenage boys in a Washing-
ton state Catholle bigh school must
sell 20,000 boxes of chocolate under
pressure from"Brother Leon (John
Glover) for the profit and glory of
Trinlty High. There's also pressure
from a school gang called “The Vig-
iI” who, as maost bellles do, crave
personal power.

Jerry (Nan Mitchell-Smith) and his
{riend, “The Goober” (Cerey Gunnes-
tad) are lnnocent pawns in these cru-
cl games.

The Vigil's leader Archie's (Wally
Ward) idea of pranks are not the usu-
al silly things boys do, they ate cruel
mind games. Archle ltkes to see peo-
ple squirm and sweat, but plays one
trick too many and the boys get
even. Sadly, getting even makes
them as cruel as Archie,

Beautiful photography, excellent
acting and a thought-provoking story
make “The Chocolate War" worth
your viewlng but you'll pever look
quite the same at the young man at

the m

Dan
Greenberg

Grading the movies
A+ Top marks- sure lo please
A Close behind- excellent
A- St running for top honors
B+ Pretty good stutf, not pericct
B Good
B- Good but notable deflciencles
C 4 Justacut above average
C Mdiocre
C- Notsohotand slipping fast
D+ The very best of the poar stull
D Poor
D- itdoesn't ges muchwvorse
F  Truly awlul
Z  Reserved for the colossally bad
* Noadvanced scroening

the door trylng to selt you a box of
chocolates. Reviewed by Kathy
Guyor.

If you've never secn “Gone With
The Wind,” Turzer Entertainment's
finely restored print offers an oppor-
tunity to enjoy this MGM classic at

VIDEO VIEWING

Brother Leon (John Glover) is the Impassioned organizer of St. Trinity’s annuat chocolato sale
in MCEG's “The Chocolate War.”

area theaters,”
Even If you have, here's a chance

to see the unparalieled splendor of -

‘Technicolor, just like it was in the
good old days.

In honor of the film's 50th anni-
versatry, Turner restored it to mint
condltion for a special national the-
atrical tour.

STILL PLAYING:

“The Accidential Toorist” (C+)
(PG) 120 minutes.
Slow-paced famlly melodrama.

“Beaches” (A+) (PG-13) 120 min-

utes.

Bette Mldler and Barbara Her-
shey in fine show of friendship.

“BMl & Ted’s Excellent Adven-

ture' (B-) (PG-13}
Gearge Carliln gives the boys the

By Dan Greenberg
statl wrlter

Less than 20 years after Vietnam,
the country is ready to cleanse the
wound with movies of every sorl.
Someone even has written a book
about Vletnam War movics.

Why then Is there no simllar cine.
matic interest In the Hollywood 10 (a
group of movie writers and directors
who refused to answer the questlons
of the House Un-American Actlvities
Committec), the blacklist and the
McCarthy cra?

Strelsand and Redford's “The Way
We Were,” Woody Allen's “The
Front” and a decumentary narrated
by John Husten, “Hellywood on Tri
al,” predty nuuch suins up
lywood has had to say about its bad
old days under fire in the late *40s
and early '50s.

Walter Bernsteln, who scripted
“The Front's” comic approach to
those trying tlmes when brother
turned against brother, has attempt-
od ~ much less successfully — to
treat the antl-communlst hysterin of
40 ycars ago In a sericus, suspense-
ful film.

Last year’s “The Hause of Carroll
Street” (PG, B-, 101 minates) Is po-
Hitically interesting and suspenseful
but surprisingly enough got very lit-
tle theatrical distribution when it
was released. In fact, It was never
exhiblted in this market. Perhaps its
availabllity on videocassette now
wlll spark some Interest In this
touchy subject.

PICTURE A smoky Senate com-
mittee room in the summer of 1851
Just after the U.S. Supreme Court up-
held contempt of Cany& citations
agalnst the Hollywood 0.

Emily Cram: (Kelly McGuli:).
picture edltor at Life magazine, re-
fuses to give membership llsts to the
Scpate Commitice. Shie is clted for
gontcmpt and Life magazine flres

or.

To indicate just haw sensltive the
subject remalns, the fiim carrics a
lengthy dlsclalmer of any Intent to
suggest that Life magazine, in reall-
ty, might bave dismlssed an employ-
ee {or hls or her polltical beliefs.

‘This Senate commlttee’s chief
counsel is a particularly unpleasant
character, Ray Salwen (Mandy Pa-

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

tinkin). The film s never qulte clear
whom he's supposed to represent his-
torically, but he certainly Is mado up
to look llke Sen. Joseph McCarthy
while he acts like Roy Cohn. He sym-
bollzes the extreme rightist, lrra-
tlonal paranola that discovers com-
munist threats under every bed.

Well, Crane Is out of work, but
finds employment reading for the
elderly Miss Venable (Jesslca Tandy)
and Is surprised one day to sce
Salwen talking to strange {olks in the
house across the back garden. Just a
bit too convenlent.

HER CURIOSITY entangles ber in
Salwen's Intrigues and, of course, in
a minor romance with FBI agent
hlike Cochioran (Jelt Daniels),

Salwen, It turns out, ks so rabidly
anti-communlst tbat he Is smuggling
Nazi war criminals [nto the United
States simply because they are antl-
communists, Onc of the film’s prob-

ms ls that the rcasoning behlnd
such activity is never explalned in a
cogent way.

And it should be, because there is
a very important lesson here: Taking
thine enemy's enemy to your bosom

Isn't always a wise act. Of course,
few In 1851 knew that such golngs-on
were golag on.

WELL, THE complications —
suspenseful, romantic and routine —~
are pretty fair, but the film's repre-
sentation of 1951 polltical reallties is
pretty farfetched. “The House on
Carrall Street” sulfers from trying
too hard to resurrect thase who suf-
fered so much from blacklisting. The
rﬁ;:rrcctlon Just doesn't work politi-
cally.

On the bright side, there's ro-
mance, suspense and some snappy
repartec — partleularly from Dan-
lels and bls partoer-agent friend.
The costuming has a nles noatalgic
quality, as do the collection of old
cars, You'll never see a Toyota In
this film.

Al this decor provides a credible
veneer of a time long ago when New
York's streets were relatively safe
and committee rooms weren't.

While “The House on Carroll
Street” is pretty decent entertain-
ment, it lacks enough polltical savvy
tomake [t an film.

key to a time-traveling, A-plus histo-
ry project.
“The 'Burbs” (D) (PG} 95 mlnutes
‘Tom Hanks ln slow-paced, absurd
satire of borror films.
“Coustns”™ (A-) (PG-13) (115 min-
utes).
Charming romantle comedy about
1lfe, love and marriage.
“Dangerons Liaisons” (C-+) (R)
115 minutes.
Even lush ima ges and good acting
can’t overcome the non-cloematlc
quality of this boring story of pre-
Rcvnlu Honary French decadence.
tten Scoundrels” (B+)

(PG ) 100 mlm:!es
Super-slick cor men on the Rlvi-
era are Jots of fun,
“The Fly II” (*} (R).
Bad genes notwithstanding, our
hero's sitll hovering.
“Her Alibi" (B-) (PG) 80 minutes.
murder-mystery-spy-defect-
or-detectlve-writer story I3 well-
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doac, but tco much, #

“I'm Gonng Get You Sucka” (Cr
{R) 85 minutes. -

Slow-paced satire of B-mnvh-“
lrom the black palnt of view.

e Land Belore Tlme" (A} (G

75 mlnull:l

Touchlng story of a group of youn
dinosaurs. Excellent animatlon

“The Mighty Quinn” (C-) (R) 80
minutes. :

Murder, money and spies in the

an.
"Mhl!s:ippl Burning” (A+) (R]
130 minutes.
Brilliant palillcal

film about- =,

human grced fear and cruelty. A
e

musl-

My Slepmalher Is an Allen
{B+)(PG-13) 108 minutes,

When extra-terrestrial Kim Bas-
inger wu:l\cs down, this comedy:
takes

"Nnked Guon" (D) (PG-13) 90 min

utes.
Overly broad farce never gets off -
the graund floor of the pollce squad...o

"Ollver and Company” (A} (G} 70
minutes.

Disney animatlon at its best.

“Physical Evidence” (*) (R).

Burt Reynolds ls a cup witha nlhy -
attorney, Theresa Russell,

“Raln Man" (A+) (R} 130 minutes.

Tom Crulse and Dustln Hoffman ™™
star as brothers in every sense.

“Tap” (C+)(PG-13) 105 minutes. .

Nlce dancing, but trite story wit!
Sammy Davis Jr. and Grego:
Hin

‘Thxee Fugitives” (A-) (PG-13) 9
minutes, :

Touching comedy about a tough,
guy, a little misfit and hls cute
daughter.

“Tarck Song Trllogy" {B)} (R) 122 -
minutes.
Sensitlve, touching but quuliom
able look at homoscxuality.
“Twins” (B+)(PG) 95 minutes.
Do you belleve Danny DeVito and.
Armnold Sehwarzenegger are twins?
“Wha's Harry Crumb” (D+) (PG-
13) 85 minutes,
John Candy (s, but not very wcll
thank you, in this detective-comedy...wy,
“Worklng Giri” (B} (R) 115 min-
rd
e

utes. Obstacles on the road to suc-
cess in Big Business,

"Plea.se my 111‘,’013 glrl
' needs blood

lmnglnn if you hod to ask for blood 10 save the life of someone you love.
ext time the Americon Red Cross asks, give blood, please.

GIVE BLOOD, PLEASE + e

Ophuls deserves Oscar for ‘Hotel

By Anne Sharp
speciai wrlter

It's sald that poor Marcel Ophuls
never wanted to be a documentary

.. maker. He would much rather have
. followed In the footsteps of his fa-
ther, Max, and made light, Holly-
* wood-style

tain Klaus Barble, the “Butcher of
Lyon,” I3 a sirange, outrageous,
chilling one. Ophuls documents his
case with great semiuvlty and an
unerring eye for the truth,

He also tactfully, ukmlully
transforms it into a rousing adven-
ture tale. Yuu marvel that all fts

But- the overwhelmlng success of
his epic non-fiction chronicle of
- Nazi-occupled France, “The Sorrow
- and the Pity,” more or less {orced
- him to continue in the same veln.

If “Hote] Terminus: The Life and
* Times of Klaus Barble” serves to
seal Opbul's reputation as the guy
who makes four-hour films about the

Holocaust, it also offers a gllmmer

of what might have been bad his ca-
. reer as a director taken a more friv-

olous turn. Ophuls is a first-rate
. cinema journalist; he's also a great

starytelier. .
The tale of former Gestapo chiel-

, all its plot
detalls, could be contalned in & mere
4%-hotr film.

BARBIE WAS a violeat psycho-
path who did his part for Hitler's
war cffort by conducting an clabo-
rate torture chamber for resistance
leaders and other enemles of the
Third Relch out of his headquarters
at the Hotel Terminus in Lyon,
France,

Alter the war, ho was clever
enough o pass himself off to Ameri-
cao Intelligence agents as & valuable
anti-commuolst contact and 50 was
smuggled safely to South America,

'SCREEN SCENE

There he lent his talents to various
dictatorships, advising them on the
maiming and brutalizing of polltical
prisoners, and ajding n the Interna-
tional arms and drug-smuggling
trades,

Persistent Nazl hunters {inally
tracked him down and extradited
him to France, where he was tried
and convlcted of crimes agatnst bu-
manlty.

‘Through interviews with Barbie's
vletims as well as his relatiyes, com-
rades and sworn eaemles, Ophuls re-
creates the progress of a very slck,
dangerous man who was allowed to

the audience to identlfy with Barble,
He remalns a faceless entity, seen
only In rare glimpses. It's the people
whose lives he affected that take
center stage.

ALTHOUGH IT'S a serlous story,
the great tradltion of Jewish “gal-
lows humor” is amply represented
here, Ophuls maintains a numlng
Joke about the perverse p

¥
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interviewing cx-Nazis and thelr !nm-
1lles,

He delights in popplng In on them
unexpectedly, recording thelr inane,
evaslve reactions to his questions.

Inflict untold damage on
of people, slmply because It was use-
ful for various politiclans, govern-
ment agents and other criminals for
him to do s0.

1t's peritously casy in a film like
thls for the villain to become the
hero, to acquire an aura of outlaw
glamor. Ophuls wisely never allows

to human
rights?”, grumbles one as Ophuls
gleefully pounces after him with his
microphone and camera,

“Hotel Termlnus™ richly deserves
its Oscar nomination for best docu-
mentary, I'm rooting for Ophuls.

He's a scholar, a gentleman and a -

great entertainer.

DETROIT FILM THEATER, Detrolt
Instlinte of Arts, Detroft. Call 832:2730
for information. (§5 all sests) .

\

“Hotel Termlaus: The Life and Times
of Klaus Barble™ (1988), 7 p.m. March $-
4, noos and 6 pm. March 8. Marcel
Ophuls’ engrossing double-feature length
(287 minules) chronicle of the rise and
[l of & Narl war criminal is & sure bet
to win (his year’s Oscar for Best Docu-
mentary. . .

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E. Liber-
ty, Ann Arbor, Call 69-8397 for loforma.
tlon. {§4 regular, §3.25 for students and

“Track 28" (1988), 8 p.m. Feb. 37, 7:10
pmmus %15 pm. March 1, 7:10 p.m.
. Director Nicolas Roeg and
Deanis Potter
on this odd, haurtlng story of & woman's
imaginary romance with ber loog-lost
so0. With Theresa Russell, Gary Oldman
and Lioyd
*A Randful of Dust” (1988), 9 p.m. Feb.
u,1pm.Marr.hl Glamorous BBC-type
adaptation of Evelyn Waugh novel uboul
borrible things that happen when a bad,
rich Englishwomnan betrsys her husband.
Difectad by Charles (“Brideshead Revi-
alted”) Sturridge, with Kristen Scott
‘Thomas and James Wiiby.
“Crossing Delancey” (1988), 9 pm.

March ‘23, A bolty-tolty New Yorker
(Amy Irving) finds love with the proper
plckle salesman (Peter Riegert).

“A Cry in the Dark” {1983), Meryl got
another best actrexs nomlnation for this
one, based on a true story about an Aus-
trallan woman unjustly accused of doing
away with her own child.

PARK TRE, 804 Erie St E,
Windsor. Call (519) 971-9933 for dates
and time (84 regular and $2.50 aenjors,
children and members).

“Tetry Tricker and (ba Stamip Travel-
Ter” Canadlan animated kids featare by
Rick Demers. Double bill with “Abel,”

Dutch tale about & 33-year-old man who's
pever left his parents* home. (Hmm, got a
few of those out whero 1 llve, too.)

TELE-ARTS, 1340 Woodward, Detrolt.
Call $63-3690 for dates and Umes. (52
matince, sindents and senlors, $3.50 regu-
Jar)
“Vampire in Havana" Detroit prem-
fere of animated feature about an undead
Jaxz saxophonist who really gets his teeth
into Cuban'nightlife. Doubls bill wiik
“Nosferatu” {1978), Werner Herzog's
beautita), funny, literate matation of the
Dracula legend, starring Klaos (the
Louse} Kinsk, Isabeile Adjan) and Bruno
Ganz.

*Serae cundenen sppl el el Pk
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MACKINAC'S

An island getaway
doesn't have to be
faraway.

Tt can he as close as Mission Toint, an
18acre lakefront resort on Mackinie 1
Island. Come enjoy the outdoor
heated pool. hot tubs, tennis courts,
exercise/fitness center, and all the
unspoiled beauty of the island itself,
Enjoy your getaway even more by taking advantage
of our Special Padkage* rates during: Farcwell to
Winter — May 23-June 29; Mcmorial Day
Weekend —M I:n 26-28; Midweck Speing ng-
May 23-June 20; Lilac Festival —June
July 4th Celebration —June 30-July
Races — Chicago to Mackinac, weekend of
July 14; Port Huron to Mackinac, weekend of
July 2; Labor Day Weckend — September 1-4

1-800-833- 5583

1ISLAND RESORT
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