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Book overcomes techno Iabel

S i

Ry Larry O'Connor
stadl wiitet

Want well-written, clever lines?
Go to the library. The dance floor s
usually the last place to go.

Until now that ts.

Book of Love, a four-member
group out of New York, appears to
bucking the sameness of today's
dance floor musle with its ewn brand
of thoughtful songs. How many
dance bands today Include lner

cotes?

Well, Book of Loves does, And for
good reason.

“I think they're witty In a way that
few people tend not to notice,” safd
lead singer Susan Ottaviano, who
shares the songwriting duties with
Ted Ottaviano (they are not related).

Witty, perhaps, but synihesizer for
synthesizer, k of Love certainly
matches any of their European con-
temporarles. For one, they're multi-
dimensiopal whereaz many dance
bands are repetitive.

Along with better-than-average
Iyrles, Book of Love features the se-
ductive vocals of Susan Ottaviano.

On many of the songs featured on
“Lullaby,” the group’s latest release
on Slre, Susan Oitaviano breathes
lifc into each note. Tiffany and Deb-
ble Glbson could hold her micro-
phone cord.

ALSO, MONTHS of touring has
Book of Love's stage show function-
Ing at its best. The band has ditched
tape sequences, preferring to do ev-
crything live.

In club circles of New York and
beyond, Book of Love has carned its
fair share of kudos for providing a
hypnotle beat.

Book of Love formed from the re-
mains of Head Cheese, a group that
came together at the Phlladelphia
College of Art. Ted Ottaviano and
Susan Ottaviano (agaln, they are not
related) performed In the band,

Book of Love signed a deal with
Slre and hits such as “Boy" and “You
Make Me Feel So Good” led to tours
with Depeche Mode.

Romance ‘tunes

By Larry 0'Connor
stalf witter

Romance: A musical tango in the
night, & Jyrieal lialson of extraordi-
nary proportion.?

Maybe.

But that's kind of tough Lo show-
case whes you're constantly acked to
play “Wild Thing.” Romance I3 a
five-member band whose problem is

IN CONCERT

® TANJENT IMAGE

Funpenl Image wili periona on
day, Feb. 27, at Blir4 Pic, 208 5. FIFQ
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
8355,

® SAARS NEEDS WOMEN

Mars Needs Women will perform on
Monday, Feb, 27, at the Rlck’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For Informatlon, call
996-2747.

® ARGOBY

Argosy will perform on Monday and
Tuesday, Feb. 27-28, at the Studio
Lounge, £921 N. Wayne, south of Warren
Road, Westland. For information, call
7292540,

® IDYLL ROOMERS

1dy)l Rnomers will perform on Tues
day, Fcb 28, at Rick's Cale. 611 Church
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 996
7.

® RHONE

fthone and the Freedom Band will per-
form on Tucsday, Feb. 28, at Dlind Pig,
208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For Informatlos,
call 996-8555,

® MAP OF THE WORALD
Mlp of the World will perform on
reh 1, st Blind Pig, 208 S,

Book of Love, formed from the remaina of Head  Philadelphia College of Art, has earned its fair

Cheese, a group that came together at the

This time cut on “Lullaby,” a fol-
lowup to their scif-titled debut LP,
Book of Love was teamed up with
producer Flood (U2 and Erasure).
Flood was instrumental in bringing
out the creative slde of the group
while keeping the rhythms quite
danceable.

Nonctheless, Book of Love faces
the problem of being segregated In
the techno-dance category, known
more for its fickleness than creatlvl-
ty.

“We didnt start out to be a syn-
theslzer band,” Susan Ottaviano sald,
"We happened to meet and more of
us played keyboards and none of us
played guitars. We were looking for
a gultar player at first.

*So we get lumped Into the catego-
ry. I'd rather be considered an alter-

not uncommon with Top 40 bands.
They have to play other people’s mu-
sle at the expense of their own.

“We know what we don't like,”
sald Kevin Holevar, who is a
player and onc of the many singers
in the multl-talented band. “We have
to play it every night.”

Of course, he obvious solutivn

would be to front an all-original
band. Then again, most people also

Romance
forges ahead
with pop rock
sensibilities,
garnished with
a few tunos of
thelr own.

REVIEWS

natlve band than a throwaway dance
and.”

THAT PRESENTS problems as
well. Although their music Is highly
regarded for origlnality, radlo play
has been tough to come by.

The story s a famillar one: Too
commerclal for alternative radlo
and too alternative for commercial
m;!dlc. “Which makes you angry," she
said.

Too bad. “Lullaby” {features some
rather interesting cuts, includlng a
cover of Mike Oldfleld's “Tubular
Bells” that was used In the film “The
Exorclst.” Book of Love made the
somewhat ecrie tunc compatible for
the dance floor.

Another number of Interest is
“Pretty Boys and Pretty Glrls,”
which deals with love and the fear of

DS.

share of kudos for providing a hypnotic beat.

Ve did it in sort of a positive
way," she sald. “IU's an issue we feel
strongly about. Living in New York,
the Issue [s something that has
touched us. We wanted to do some-
thing to shaw we care.””

‘The song brings awarencss to a
problem, but also fiies in the face of
what has become rather desensitized
musle, Ottavlano agrees.

“T think I've had it with house and
the rest of the throwaway stulf,” she
said. “Maybe there's one or twe
songs I might like. But for the most.
part, I don't like what I'm hearing.”

Book of Love will perform on
Friday, March 3, at Sgint An-
drew's Jall, 430 E. Congress, De-
troit. For information, call 961-

In’ on success

like to cat.

So Romance forges ahcad with
pop rock sensibilitles garnished, with
a few Lunes of their own. “We sneak
them in when we can,” said Gino
Minchella, keyboard player and sing-
er.

For more than six years, Romance
has been quite sucoessful as a Top 40
entity. That time has allowed them
to hone thefr craft to a fine art, plck-
Sng thelr spots carcfully to insert
their material.

QOn the surface, survival as a
nightclub act for slx years is as-
tounding. Then talking to the rather
articulate members of the band, it's
obvious why that’s no fluke.

“I' THINK a lot of it has to do with
the way we laid out our goals,”
Holevar said. "When we started the
group, we didn't leamn a bunch of
sl:ngs and just go out and start play-

“We sat down and sald, *These are
the things we want to achieve and
this Is the way we bave to do it"
We've stuck to the plan ns much as
we could,”

‘The focus for Romance ls develop-
ing more of their own material,
which already shows constderable
promise. The band has the Juxury of
having its own studlo.

Already, the group has eut some
tracks that will be featured on anup-
coming compact dise, “Metro Mas-
ters,” along with RH Factor, Teen
Angels and Flash. At thls point, the
band knows sehat It wants to achieve
in terms of song writing.

“We wamt to make music with
guts 0 iL,” hinchella sald.

THE ENGAGEMENT was a
month-lohg ene at this club, a testa-
ment to Romance's drawing power.
‘The real challenge of playing the
same club every night Is staylng
{resh,

“Sometimes you can feel yourself
getting into o rut,” said Steve Fl:r-

Flrst St., Ann Arbor For laformation,
call 996-B555.

@ BOBBY EAST

Bobby East will perform at 11:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 1, at New York New
York, 24%00 Hoover, Warren. For lafor
mation, call 755-6140.

LJ EOC IAL DISEABE

perform
day, Match! lll!lnndlnl Ill"w Sev~
cn Mile, Detrolt. For Informatlon, call
§35-8108,

® DOG SOLDIER

Daog Soldler will perform on Thursday,
March 2, at the Blind Plg, 208 5. First St.,
Ann Arbor. For tnformation. call £96-
8555.

® PRETTY ROTTEM

Pretty Rotten will perform with spe-
cial guests, The Weeds, on Thursday,
March 2, at Paycheck’s Lounge, 2932
Canilf, Hamiramck. For Informatlon,
call B72-8934.

® WALK THE DOGMA

Walk the Dogma will perform on Fri-
day, March 3, at Lili’s 21, 2930 Jacod, oM
Jos Campau, Hamtramck, For informa.
tion, cal) 875-8555.

® ROBBROY

Robb Roy will perform with special
guests, Amber Slayte, on Friday, March
3, at Hamiramck Pub, 2043 Canllf, off I
75. For tnformation, ¢all 385-9760.

. nnox OFLOVE

! Love will perform Frida;
Mar\'h 3 ll Salnt Andrew's Halt, 430 E.
Congress, Detrolt. For Information, call
961

® BOOTSEY X

Bootsey X will perform on Friday and
Saturday, March 3-4, at Jameson's, 1312
N. Main, near 12 Mile Road, Royal Oak.
For Information, calt $47-6470.

COLLEGE

kios, “When we find doing
that we pull out of it quick by dolng
something different.”

Romance belleves it has the dif-
ference to make It big.

“There’s a tremendous veld in mu-
sle right now,” Holevar sald.
“There's this homogenlzed style.
There's this tremecndous remake
market where everyone Ls remaklng
hits from the past.

“One day, someone is golng to
waltz into that vold. It would be real
nice i€ 1t was us.”

For information on Romance,
call 528-1550.

Here are the top 10 albums recetving
airplay on WAYN-AM, campus station of
‘Wayme State University.

1. “Disgra
2, "l'tndcr Prry. Nick Cave and the Bad

Seeds.
, “Test Kit,” adon Acid.
,” Living Coloar.

v (demnupe),
(duno upe). Almlﬁty Lamber-

© HIPPODROME

Tippodiinire wili e oo wlth siacial
pusats, Platma Bat. on Friday, Mareh 3,
at Paycheck's Lounge, 2932 Cawit, oft
Jos Campau, Hamtramek. For informa-
tion, call 872-8934.

® SHOK PARIS

Shok Paris will perform along with
specta] guests, Hades and Harlet, on Fri-
day, March 3, ll Blondle's, 21139 W. Sev-
en Mile, Detroit, For Information, call
535-8108,

® GEORGE BEDARD

rge Bedard and the Bonnevilles
will perform on Friday, March 3, at Blind
Pig. 208 S, First St., Ana Arbor. For in
formation, call 996-8555.

® INDOOR BLUEB FESTIVAL

More than 30 blues artists will perform
from 4 pm. to 2 a.m. Saturday through
Monday, March 4-6, at Saint Andrew’s
Hall, 430 E. Cengreas, Detroit. Tickets
are  avallable through TicketMaster
outlets. For information, call 423-6666.

L) SEE DICK RUN

Sec Dick Run wlll perform on Satur-
day, March 4, at Paycheck's Lounge, 2932
Canlif, Mamtramck. For Information,
call 872-8934.

@ VICTIMS QF CIRCUMSTANCE

Vietims of Circumstance will perform
with speclal guests, Forced Anger, oo
Saturday, March 4, at the Hamtrainck
Pub, 2048 Caniif, of! 1-75. For informa-
tion, call 365-9760.

© ORANGE ROUGHIES

The Orange Roughies will perform on
Saturday, March 4, a1 Lili's 21, 2930
Jacob, off Jos Campau, Hamtramek. For
informatios, call 875-6555.

@ DEAD MILKMER

Dead Mukmen will perform at 10 p.m.
Monday, March §, at the Nectarioe Bail-
room, 510 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Tickets
are $10.50 in advance. For information,
call 99-MUSIC.

® REPLACEMENTS

The Replacements will perform at 8
p.m. Friday, March §0, at the Micligan
‘Theatre, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Re-
served tickets are $16.50 in advance. For
Information, call 99-MUSIC.

® MICHELLE SHOCKED
Michelle Shocked will perform on Sun-
day, Mzr:h 12, at Saint Andrew's Hall,
431 E Congress, Detrolt. Tickets are
$12.50 in advance. For information, call -
99-MUSIC.

@ VIOLENT FEMMES

Viclent Femmes wlll perform at 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 18, at Hill Auditorjum
In Ann Arbor. Tickets are $16.50. For in-
formatjon, call §9-MUSIC.

® BRUCE COCKXBURN

Bruce Cockburn and His Band wlll per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, March 19, at
the Power Center in Ann Arbor. Tickets
are $18.50 in advance. For Information,
call 99-MUSIC.

® REM.
REM wliil perform at 8 p.m. Wedncs-
day, April 5, at Cobo Arena Lo Detroit.
escrved seats are $13.50. For inlorma-
tion, call 99-MUSIC.

CLASSICAL

Here are the top 10 classlcal selections
on Dick Wallace'’s midday program on
WQRS-FM.

1. Lght Cavaley Ovesture” Sappe.

"Sympheuy 28" Mozart.

“Unfinished Sympboay,” Schobert.
a “New World Symphouy.”

10, “Mississippl Sulte,” Grofe.

DON'T TELL

A SOUL
— The

Replacements

Dichard Replacements fans are
screaming. Thelr favorite band has
left them in the cold with this latest
album,

A band, who has the image of
belng loose, loud, arrogant and child-
ish, has sought to deviate from that
by belng — cgads — mature. “Don't
Tell' A Soul” (Sire} reflects a band
that has come of age.

How dare they.

But to those who listened to the
Minneapolis band's last Alhum.
“Pleased to Meet Me" (Slre), this
shouldn't really come as a surprise.
That disc featured the unbridled lury
‘The Replacaments usj-
cally. In some of the finer momuh.
“Pleased to Meet Mc" also dlxphyz-d
& group whoso members weren't hall
bad songwriters to boot.

The Rephcemenu have sought to
capitallze on that talent this time.
For’ the most part, they succeed.
“Don't Tell a Soul" Is u:e group’s
most accessible album to date.

And there are some nuggets to sa-
vor here. The rhythmic quality of
openlng songs such as “Talent Show"
and “Back to Back” showcases a
band that is In command of its craft.

Snme can be sald for “They're
Blind,” a stunning bit of guitar work
and vocals by lead singer and
sengwriting sergeant Paul Wester-
berg. Bricf flashes of the band's past
rambunctiousness can be heard in
the gultar-gutted “Anywhbere's Bet-
ter Than Here.” Perhaps the Prince
Influence is mbbing off on the Twin
City group, as "Asking Me" certalnly
has a funky feel to it

What The Replacements have
done s taken away the mask of thelr
punk-insplred craziness and bared
(heir soul. They bave a lot to show
forit.

— Larry O'Connor

FIGURES ON
A BEACH

— Figures On
A Beach

Here we have the second major la-
bel from Detroft ex-patriots and now
Boston-based Figures Beach.

1 would think that this LP is par-
ticularly make-or-break for the band
as thelr debut for Sire didn't exactly
make them & houschold name, de-
spite containing the particularly ra-
dio sultable single, “No Stars.”

1 think a large order of the blame
for that may be lald at the record
company's feet as there did not seem
to be much of a publicity campalgn
put behlnd them,

But cnough of that. What about
this LP, Well, Figures On A Beach
are thelr own worst cnemies, They
deliberately alm thelr music to a
dance ¢lub-oriented audlence, which
is enormously fickle in its choice of
this year's model. To add further {o
Figures' problems is that their basic
sound is that of a Duran Duran when
even Duran Duran is’t dolng Duran
Duran anymore. Ehhbh . , . Do you
follow me 30 far?

out every song, Tooy Kse-

zynski sounds strained and
characterless, although I sus)
they got Roger Rabbit in for thelr
verslon of the B.T.0. song “You Aln't
Scen Nothing Yet.”

Their songs are well-constructed,
but it seems as though producer,
Ivan Ivan, has borrowed from any
successful band in this veln, Frankie
Goes To Huntington Woods, Slmple
Minds and the

THE WHITEY
ALBUM

— Ciccone Youth

Ciccone Youth's “Whitey Album™
is the most stunning musical state-
ment since the Beatles’ “White Al
bum.”

That ls, of course, only if you've
been locked away since 1968 when
the Fab Four released thelr t

Drone Drone, in his presentation of
Figures.

Unfortunately, in this case the re-
sults are vi linear with nothing
outstandlng to grab your attention.

With all this said, knows
they deserve more attention than the
likes of the Escape Club or Informa-
tion Soclety who are operating with
alotless in reserve.

— Cormac Wright

group formed
of pop Idol Madon-

tle history might be in order,
Ciccone Youth is the the
famed underground outlit Sonle
Youth along with Firehouse member
Mlk;e Watt. Band tnembers profess

bling
irl berself, you're out of

2
a
8
Ciccono Youth
The Whitay Album
luck. This is far better,
This atbum is a keeper, if only for

Up." Then there is the slow moving
cover “Addicted to Love.? Ind
great nuﬂ The singer sounds as In-, N
olmemdehinnabm
Palme.rlvldem
‘Those who enjoy the saarling gui-
tar work of Senic Youth, take listen
as 1t abounds, for example, m;’um
byDik."
Clceone' Ym:ﬂ delves Into a n::[::
varlety of m genres, inch
Rap™) and techno-beat

This album is a muﬂul experience
not Lo be missed. :
- Lan-y Q'Connor |




