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Press complaint: public documents hidden -

By Tim Richard
=iaff writar

Iv's lrrelevant whetier reporters
pursuing Information have pure in-
tentlons. “1f it's publie, I have a right
to view it,” a newsman told a panc)
of publle officlals and medla people.

Battles over usc of Michlgan's
Freedom of Information Act came
to a head last week when a panel of
Detrolt and state and newspeoplc de-
bated the growing tendencey of some
local officials to deny access to pub-
Hie documents,

The problem spreads across De-
trolt and the suburbs, but panelists
said the city of Detroit and Detroit
Public Schools are the most difficult
sources.

"Your perspective is that report-
ers come in with halo in place and
wings flapping,” said Robert Berg,
press secrelary for Detrolt Mayor
Coleman Young.

Rcferrlng to newspeople a3
pack,” Borg rald, “the Intentis
reporters are not always oure.” Hc
cited a Detroit News memo (Issied
before Gannett boughtethe paper) in-
structing the stalf to look for “hor-
rors that can be discussed at subur-
ban cocktall parties.”

REPLIED NEWS reporter Fred
Girard: “I don't buy it, but I'm glad
to hear It {city's positlon) stated so
baldly.

“The intentlons of the reporter are
no consideratlon,” satd Girard, who
charged that publlc officlals often
ask the lrrclcvunlqur:s!lun "Why do
you want L2

public records within the past two
years, mezt of them meore than than
twlce.

I’oll responaents sald most denlals
came from city government offl-
cials, followed by state agencles and
courts,

Nearly two-thirds filed Michigan
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests after being turned down for
records. One-third, expressed digsat-
Istaction with the records they ulti-
mately recelved, the survey found.

Many reporters sald the 1976 law
needs to be sirengthened, perhaps by
simplifying enforcement.

THE REPORTERS work at 26

The panel d a survey con-
ducted by the Detrolt Freedom of In-
C "

of newspaper, radio, tclevision and
public relations pcople, which
showed that 55 of area journallsts
say they have been denled access to

People’s Law
School open again

The People’s Law School, a special
program of the Oakland County Bar
Association, will introduce the public
to law and the legal system. It is

"-scheduled for 7-3 p.m. Tuesdays

through March at Roma's of Bloom-

 field, 2101 S. Telegraph.

Toples will include:
& Professlonal Malpractice -
March 7. Samuel 1. Bernstein, Wil

- llam R. Buesser and Frederick W.

Lauck wlll discuss whether you
should sue your doctor, deatist, law-
yer or other professional, how to find
an attorney, what to expect of the
courts and what can happen,

e What Are You Really Buylng
When You Buy A House? - March 14.
Fhilllp G. Adkison, James Belinson,

cussion of what insurance policles
really mean, what they cover, and
what you should buy. Speakers will
be Samuel I. Bernsteln and David A,
-Kanaan.

® The People's Court - Small
Clalms - March 28. How to collect
what is owed you without an attor-
ney through the Michigan “People’s
Court including all procedures,
paperwork and hints - from filing
through final collectlon of amounts
less than $1,500. Speakers will be
District Judge Stephen C. Cooper of
Southlield; attorney Larry Korn; and
Circuit Judge Edward Sosnlck of the
Circuit Court.

All sessions are free, but reserva-
tlons are necessary. Course materi-

and Lori Chmura, broker,

als will be and

of Middleton Real Estate Tralnmg,
will discuss purchasing a home.
¢ What Does Your Auto And

Homeowncrs Insurance Polley Real-
ty Say? - March 21, An in-depth dis-

“USG

THE ONLY THING AS BIGAS OUR SAVINGS
CEILINGS IS OUR SELECTICN
COME IN NOW AND SAVE $$!

will be awarded to those who com-
plete all four sessions. For addltional
information, call the Oakland County
Bar Assoclation at 338-2100 or 398-
3937,
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radio and
television outlets in the trl-county
area, They were surveyed last
month by the Fol Committec.

Onc-fourth, or 108 of the 407 re-
parters targeted for the study, an-
swered the surveys, At the 12 Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers, half
the 36 editors and reparters covering
government responded,

At the state leve), the Department
of Correctlons has the most requests
under of the Freedom of Informatlon
Act, according to deputy dlrector
Leo Lalonde. Nearly 25,000 are
filed each ycar — 90 percent of
them from prisoners.

“They want their files, and they
have a right to their files," LaLonde
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nlnnv of all prisons. Many dn It to
harass us, They want to sue us.”
STATE REP. Perry Bullard, D-
Ann Arbor, sponsor of the law, sug-
gested enforcement could be simpli-
fied by allowing dlstrict court rather
than elrcult court sults,
The chairman of the House Judict-
ary Cammmoc, Bullard refected a
that a

panel be an lnlennedlary in press-
government disputes, “The bureauc-
racy that creates the record controls
the file,” he sald.

Bullard sald impetus for open gov-
ernment came from the Watergate
scandal that brought down Presldent
Rlehard Nixon.

He sald the law, writtea In lay-
man’s language, covers films, tapes,
microfllms, microfiches and com-
puter tapes as well as written docu-
ments,

Mike Wendland, fermer newspa-
per reporter and now with WDIV-
TV, said governmental denlals of
documents occur because “they have
somemlng to hide and polltics — ev-
eryone's afrald of the mayor
(Young).”

Wendland sald newspeaple — and
the pubdlic ~ should file Fol requests
more often and “not let 'em get
away withit"'

ONE-FOURTH of the reporters
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ANNUAL TAX SALE
OF PROPERTIES DELINQUENT FOR TAXES
N

OUNTY

2086 of 1893, as amandod.

the County Building in:

Detroit

This notica is provided undar the autherity of Section 63 of P.A,

Lands delinquent for real property taxes of 1886 and pricr years
are scheduled 10 be offered for sale by the County Treasurar at

on May 2, 1989,

'("hn legal dascription of properties to ba offared for sale will be
March 8, 1989, March 15, 1989

on
and _March 22, 1989 in the
Westland Eagle, Wayne
Robert A. Bowman

State Traasurer
Lansing, Michigan

records Lhat would invade a pcmn s
privary — ate vacngi futn discio-
e

The Detrolt Fol Commitlee woas
created last year when Detroit Cori.,
poration Counse) Donald Pallcn went
to Jail rather than give up city
records that disclosed the city’s han-
dling of a $40 milllon redevelopment
deal involving Chrysler Corp. In re.
fusing 10 give up the records, Pailen
deficd a court order to comply with
a request uader the FOIA.

Committee chair is John T. Wark,
2 Detroit News reporter.

Founding assoclations lnclude the
Detroit Press Club, Newspaper
Guild Local 22 and the local chap-
ters of the Soclety of Professional

ists, the National A
of Black Journalists, the National
Academy of Television Arts & Sci-
cnces, American Women in Radio &- -
Television, Women in Commuslea-
tions, Inc., and the Public Rc!nuons
Society of America.

who rupona:d to the survey said
Ly usid Uie slale faw (0 yeitt ace
cosx to nuhlie fnformation anly anee
of twlee. Another guarter sald they
have used it at least 10 times.

Many sald governmient officlals
censored documents and failed to
comply with legal deadlines for pro-
ducing records. One-third of the re-
porters said they had never filed an
FOIA request, either because they
didn't need to or had obtained
records In other ways. The study also
found that:

# Nearly 40 percent sajd govern-
ment officlals don’t provide docu-
ments within the 5-15-day period re-
qulred by law.

® §8 percent of the reporters, pri-
marily daily newspaper reporters,
sald thelr employers eacourage
them to use the law,

Generally, the publle ts entitled to
examine records of government bod-
ies or agencies. Some records —
such as pollce investigative flles and
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ADVERTISEMENT

“Qverweight Patients
Lose Too Much Weight”

ORANGE, CA — A wvenificant
\\tlgh( loss breakthrough of un-
E“ dented  magnitude  has just
n made. A new bioactive dict pill
?roxum containing amazing
A.B. Plus” has been perfected
xnd is bcmg marketed under the
tradename Anorex 200074,

Researchers are calling it the
“diet miracke of the *90s.” Anorex
2000 with “E.A.B. Pm;" actually
tums the body into a “fat bumin,
Tehine” Whith comumes s owe  toyed uncashed. You have no risk -
stored fat, flab end cellulite thus
Ah:ddmg pounds incl 1

ptnd of lmdmg U.S, doc-
tors lnd found
Anorex 2000 "uf: or effective
weight loss“ Hnwntr u i an

extremnely
instsuctions shou!d be rollwcd Anorex 2000, 464

Frec 30 Day Tria! Offer

Anorex 2000 is 30 effecuve and ]
the results are 3o astonishing that the
manufaturer i offe: 2 30 day
free trial. I you postdate your check |
a full 30 days, it will be held la ket
you prove 10 you that you
tafely lose all the weight you want. ot
you are not 100% satisfied with the
remarkable chinge you ses in the
mirror, just renum your Anorex

carefully. %\':..‘Drpl. A30, Orufae.uctzj 9266:1
Expense Delays Marketing ;g{;’g’h‘ L‘;.":; l“ atl ,‘ <
Anorcx 2000 was drveloped after 9050 34 hours 3 diy, 7 days 8 week

years of expensive rescarch. Conse- H
T;endy it is not cheap - but it works! B
dncluor commented, “My .

patients would pay many times the e
of Anorex 2000 1o fn{aﬂylﬁul.l CO.Ds. A 5
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the -ushuheyum‘mdwd (Note: Because Anarex 2000 8
Josc - 10 finally eealize their d:ﬂms such & powerful weight ks com- {v
nl'llhnhlﬂun(uLh:!drybody doctons hane advised the
Svmen(umy ucb _; b wkllno h R
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Rosemarie Slota a former client says: “1 LOST MORE
WEIGHT EATING REGULAR FOODS... .
THAN OPRAH DID ON
LIQUID PROTEIN!”

I was never tired or hungry while
eating all kinds of regular everyday foods
with my family. The program was...
SAFE, FAST AND INEXPENSIVE
and | have learned how to keep the
weight off forever.

SIX WEEKS
FOR %66 ,
QUICK WEIGHT LOSS CENTERS

Rochester 652-3388 Canton AS5-5202
Pontlac .631-8780 Novi A478-0474
West Bloomfietd 540-8333 Livonia 477-8060

Major Crodit Cards Accepted *

Enroll now & get six weeks of the
welght loss portion of QWLC's
program for $66.00 & pay regular rates
for medical setups and supplements,

PPN

Southfield 559-7390
Troy 528-3585 ‘
Waestland 281.2910 HOURS: Mon.-Frl. 8-7; Sat. 8-1

*Weight toss varios with the individual




