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‘Bifocals columnist Delano dead at 72

" An oplimlst, a lover of lif and an
adventurer.

"I can'l Dinegine w diver epiluph,”
wrote Fred Delans tn December, nf-
ter reeciving o letier from one of his

obituaries

dent of the Southern Californta Foot-
ball Writers Assoclation.

o tha Iate *503 and " Dalans
worked 5 a frcelamce wrller n

public rclations for the Detrolt

many readers him so.

Delano, 72, tongtime columnlst for
the Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers dled Friday of a heart attack
while recuperating from surgery in
Huntington Beach, Calif.

Delano was vl:illng {amily and
friends in Nevada and the West
Coast when he was admilted to the
hospital. He died in the Care West
Huntington Valley Nursing Center.

Author for more than two decades
of the column “Through Bifocals,”
Delano charmed and eniertalned
rcaders with hls anecdotes about
themselves, their neighbors, himself,
his coterle of fricnds and his wlife,
Olga, who he affectionately referred
to as Mather Goose in his column.

lating something you didn’t know,”
he wrote about his column in 1986,

Delano had’ & large [following
(hrough the years, particularly in the
Plymouth arca where he could be
scen often walking up and down
malnsireet always in scarch of new
materlal for hls column. He also
spent time working as a eolumnist
for the Plymouth Community Crier,

He also was one of the origlnal
members of the journallstle staff
which helped to develop the commu-
nity journailsm phllosophy along
with Obscrver & Eccentrlc owner
Philip H. Pawer.

“He was onc of those who chose to
devote themselves to community
. He was able to do any-

: She died on Feb. 11, 1988,

- -Never a rson, De-
. lnnn left palluml and social analysis
.10 other columnlsts at the newspa-
per.

“l PREFER (o compose para-

graphs that entertain, that tell of
people and things, now and then re-

thing he chose, And hie was onc of the
early people who found community
Journallsm highly rewarding,” said
Power.

“Delano had a speclal emotional
warmth and involvement,” said
Power. "That quality allewed hlm to

Chamber hoids mixer

Buslnessmen and women are In-
vited to meet and mingle at the Oak-
land County Chamber of Commerce
member mixer beglonign at §:30
p.m. Wednesday, March 8, in Kings
Court, 2505 Pontlac Lake Road,
Water{ord.

Complimentary hots d’ocuvres
and cash bar wlll be available.

For Oakland County Chamber
members, there is no charge. Non-
members pay $10. For rescrvations,
call 644-1229.
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put himself In the other guy's posi-
tlon.”

“Fred Delano was very simply an
insplration, one of the best journal-
ists I've ever known,” sald Steve
Barnaby, managing edlitor of the Ob-
server & Eecentrie Newspapers.

"In his days here as a working edi-
tor, he helped to mold many careers.
He would gently scold young report-
ers who were reluctant to get the en-
tire story. But he alse would reassur-
ingly help those same young report-
ers who needed help In developlng an
angle.

“And although he expected a lot
out of others, nobody ever worked
harder than Fred.”"

Glenna Merrillat, of Plymouth,
who warked as women's edltor of the
Plymouth Observer under Delano,
described him as “the consummate
newsman.”

After his son David was kitled in
an accldent, Delano came to the
office and wrote his obituary, sald
Merrillat.

In typlcal Delano journallstic
fashlon, before leaving for California
in January, he left his famlly with a
complete biography so that “we
would be prepared In case anythlng
happened,” sald son-ln-law  John
Smlth.

Born in Dowaglac, Ml, he was a
devoted Wolverlne fan. Delano grad-
uated from the Unlversity of Michi-
gan In 1837 with a bacheler of arts
degree, He majored In journallsm
and history.

Whlle at ‘the U- M, Delano was as-
soclate sports edltor at the Michigan

Dally. He was a member of the U-M
Marching Band, class treasurer and
a member of the Drulds, a senfor
honorary soclcty, He also was a
member of Sigma Delta Chl, a jour-
nalism soclety, and Sigma Nu, a so-
cial fraternity,

0 worked as an Ann Arber
correspondent for the Chlcago Trl-
bune while a student.

After graduating, Delano worked
as Detriot Free Press Flint bureau
chlet, In those days, the Free Press
published a speclal Flint edition.

He was a general assignment re-
porter at the twlce-weekly News-Ad-
vertiser in Fiint and a dally sports
columnist for the Long Beach Press
and Telegram in Long Beach, Cali-
fornla. He also was 3 member of the
sports staff of the Chlcago Tribune.

He worked full-time at the Ob-
server & ntrlec  Newspapers
(rom 1967 to 1978. During that time
he was a reporter, editor of the
Plymouth Observer, Wayne County
edltor, acting managlng editor and
admlnistratlve assistant to the exee-
utlve editor.

From 1979 to 1982, Delano worked
as a free-lance writer in public refa.
ticns and promotion. He cllents in-
cluded the Natlonal Open Pulting
Champlonshlps, Bloomficld Hunt
Club Horse Shows and Buesser,
Buesser, Snyder and Blank, attor-
neys In Bloomfleld Hllls.

Delano was well-known among
sports publlelsts. He was an associ-
ate member of the public relatlons
staff of the Los Angeles Rams Foot-
ball Club. In 1851-52 he was presi-

Qlympic C serving twice
s coordinator for the U.S. Ol c
Swimimling and Diving Finals when It
was In Detrolt.

DELANO WAS general manager
of the Detrolt Pistons from 195758,
the year the franchlsc moved from
Fort Wayne to Detroit.

From 1955-57, he worked as sports
publicity director and director of
community relations at the Universi-
ty of Detrolt.

In the '40s, he worked as publlclty
director for the Detrolt Llons and
was executive secretary of the Mich-
igan section of the PGA (Profession-
al Golfers Assoclatlon). He also
waorked as sports publiclty dlrector
at U-M and at Northvitle Downs. In
1948, he was operatlons and promo-
tlon coordinator of a nine-day traln
tour for the U.M's first return to the
Rose Bowl since 1902.

Delano is survived by his son, Rob-

Fred Detano
ert of Reno, Nev,; daughter, Betty, of
Plymouth Township, the girls volley-
ball coach at Plymouth-Salem High
hool; three grandchildren and
three sisters, Martha Davis of Ann
Arbor, Mary Rizzardi of Kalamazoo
and Florence Gray of Florida. .
Funeral arrangement are belng
made by Shrader Funcral Home,
453-3333. '

tety

“TREATMENT STUDY FOR DEPRESSION”
If you are suffering from sustained depression, anx-
or both, and are in good health,
%uallf!{ for free treatment through the AF
S UNIT at Lafayette Cllnlc. Aim of the
study is to discover biolog

ou ma
ECTI
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Please contact:

1N

with successful treatment of depresswc illness.

Affective Disorders Unit
256-9617
LAFAYETTE CLINIC

4&& Wayne State University
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-~ Adefense
against cancer
canbe
cooked upin

There is evidence that
. dictand cancer are related.
Follw these modifica-
tions in vour daily diet o
reduce changes of getting
caneer:
1. Ex more high-fiber
fouds such as fruits and
vegetables and whote-
grain cereals
2. Include dark green and
eep vellow fruits and veg.
Luhlu cichin vitamins A
and C.
3. Include cabbage. heoc-
coli, brussels aprouts, kohl-
rabj and cauliflower.
4, Be moderate invon:
sumption uf salt-cured,
stmaked, and nitrile-cured
Fuodls,
5. Cut down on total fat
from aninal sources

16, Av uld abeaity: ‘
: 7. Be muderate in con-
~ sumption of alcoholic

“heverages.

Interest.
Short
Term.

At Standard Federal, we focus on giving you the best possible
service and a complete line of banking products delivered by a
professional, courteous staff. With us, you can always be sure to
find exactly what you're looking for — including high-interest
investments like this one:

6 Month Savings Certificate

9/0

annual
interest .

$500 minimum deposit

There 1s 2 substannal interest penalty for early withdrawal from ceruficate accounts

We focus on performance.

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services

Customer Information Line
1-800/522-5900

’




