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Pallee, Karl Kreft of

T Farmington Hills

fulfilled his dream of riding Ina
helleopter Feb. 16,

The 11-year-old dled a week
later. Deaf and mentatly
retarded, he suffered from a
terminal kidney disorder.

When the Make A Wish
Foundation heard about hls
dream, It contacted Oakland
County Circuit Court deputy
Jack Watkins, who hooked up
with the state pollce.  —

“This is an uncommon
request for us, but Karl isan
exceptlonal young man,” sald
Col. R.T. Davis, state poltm
director.

Kar) rode the department's
Bell 222, the same model used
on TV's “Alr Wall.” The 30-
minute rlde to downtown
Detrolt began on the
Farmingten Hills Police
Department’s front lawn.

“It was t. He just sat
there and soaked it up. ife foved
11" said Karl's inom, Cathy.
“He has always been the kind
of kid who always wants to hug
you,” sald Karl's dad, Ken. “He
has given us a whole lot more
than he has taken.”

[ —————
Quote of the week

HANKS TO the
Michigan State

‘ A cltizens grand jury
could pierce the veil of secre-
cy. It's a tremendous investi-

‘gative tool. ,

— Prosecutor Rlchard Thomp-
son, about the gang-related drug
war (sce story this page).
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Lead in child

By Allce Colling
staff wrlter

Top ofticlals of the spectal police
task force that investigated the 1976-
77 Qakland County chlld killings
don't consider the former Warren
man killed in an 1981 traffic crash In
Wyoming a prime suspect in the
slaylngs.

Rollin G. Tobin, Blrmingham's po-
lice chlef at the time the four chil-
dren were killed and now Southficld
public safety director, discounts
Berkley police detectlves' conclu-
slons that there is ample evidence to

link David Norberg with the death of
Kristine Mihellch of Berkley, one of
the victims.

“There’s no credence to Berkley's
clalms,” Tobln sald Tuesday after a
highly-promoted TV news show
pointed to Norberg as a suspect In
the unsolved murders Lhat for years
spread fear throughout Oakland
County.

Berkley Detectlve Sgt. Ray Anger
said Wednesday that his department
conslders Norberg “a good suspect
that requires more Investigatlon.”

“We dldn’t go publle with thls,
Channel 4 did” Anger continued.

Mayor backs
city attorney
in tree dispute

By Joanne Mnliszewekl
stoff wrlter

Desplte disagreement from oth-
ers, Farmingten Hllls Mayor Terry
Sever says he's satistled with clty at-
torney Harold Larson’s explanation
of cuttlng trees on slx acres off 12
Mile, cast ol Halsted, before the
clty's new tree ordinance went into
effcet,

“1 certainly belleve Mr, Larson's
willingness to get the facts in the
open,” Sever sald Monday, foliowing
a public reading of the attorney’s
promised Ictter of explanation.

After visillng the acreage, where
Larson sald 18 of hundreds of trees
were cut, Sever said he feels the clty
attorney dld not ravage the land In
viotation of the clty’s new tree ordi-
nance.

Councllman Aldo Vagnozzi also
came to Larson's defense, stressing
that the tree cutting was not H]tgal
and that dying or dlscased trees are
excmpt under the new ordinance,

“It was unforiunate it was so close
to the ordinance going Into cffect.
Let’s not try to make this out to be
the same as wasting an entire arca.
It’s a little dlfferent sltuation,” Vag-
nozzl sald.

Councllman Ben Marks, who pub~
llcized the tree cutting at the Feb, 20
councl! meeting, sald Larson should
have walted untll the tree ordlnance
became effective, Feb. 13,

OTHERS ALSO were perturbed.
“The thing that ls exasperating to
me s the spirit of the law was vio-
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Grand jury idea
to study drugs
gets chiefs’ OK

By Joanne Mallszewakl
and Tim Richard
staff writars

lceplng Into Oakland County.
“A cltizens grand jury could pi-
crce the vell of secrecy,” he sald,

Farmington and Farmington Hills
police chlefs support prosecutor
Richard Thompson's suggestion that
a citizens grand jury be appalnted to
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drug war” in Qak-
land Counly

“The prosecuter 1s looking at any
means to fight the drug problems, 1
would endorse any means of making
that work,” sald Frank Lauhoff,
Farmington Department of Publie
Safety director.

Farmlngton HIils police Chlef Wil-
liam er echoed simllar senti-
ments. “I {ecl that in those Investiga-
tions where you've cxhausted all
traditional means of getting at the
hlerarchy of a drug emplre, a grand
Jury would help.”

Thompson, in his second month as
prosecutor, told the county Board of
Commissioners last week, "“There is
a drug war going on between various
gangs that atarted In Detrolt and Is

John Bailor
city

u

“It's a mendous  Investigative
tool. It's a mcthod of compelling
people to come in and testify.”

“A CITIZENS grand ]ury would
have more

n

mmsnicatlons Corporation. A K ghea Rexerved.

killings discounted

“We Issued a simple three-para-
graph statement Tuesday after they
forced us into it. They told us they
had been working on a stery and
planned to go with it whether we
liked it or not.”

Toblas, another task force
leader and still closc to the investl-
gation, sald he respects the dedica-
tlon of Berkley detectives who have
worked hard on the case. *What they
have is Intcresting” he sald, “but
without other substantiating data,
It's nothing."

Farmington Hills police Sgt. John
Hedrlck served full-time on the task

force for flve months In 1977.

When he saw the news Tuesday,

“that got my adrenalin pumpling. 1
thought this could be It, It could be
the Jead we've been waiting for.”

Although close to the original In-

vestigation, “that story yesterday hit
me cold. 1 hadn't heard anything
about It until I saw the news,”
Hedrlek sald Wednesday.

TIIE KEY to Berkley's case is o

small cross with the name “Krls-
tine” ctched on it that was (Dund

cross may have belonged to Kristine
Mihclich and that she was wearlng it
when she was abducted In Berkley
Jan. 2,1977,

Other officers from Lbe task force
point cut that Norberg had a sister
named Kristine, but she reportedly
denles that the cross Is hers,

Norberg was onc of the 20,000 tips
of possible suspects turned In to a
police task force during the peak of
the investigations. He and his wife
were Interviewed as part of the fol-
low-up. Toblas said Norberg “'was

among Norberg's cr
his death. Bcrkley police bel!uvc thc
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("1 Even police know
the Blanket Lady, 4A

{'i Homeless given helping
hand, 1B

and ask questions. ’ﬂm poUce can
ask, but we eannot force people to
tatk,” Lauho!f said.

Such a panel could charge those
who refuse to testify with contempt
and charge them wu.h perjury If they
lie, Thompson add

“Thisls prlmnrﬂy ‘where a citizens
grand jury has more authotity,”
Lauhoff sald.

In addition to subpocnaing wit-
nesses to gather infermation, Dwyer
sald, a citizen grand jury also can
ofter \mmunity. “They also would
review evidence that was secured,
prepared by local enforcement agen-
cles,” he said,
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Assessments up nearly 10

By Casey Hans
stal writer i

By Diane Gale
slaff writer

“Once they know, they can make
‘a cholee.”

Darlene Feldman of Farmington
Hills tatks about the plight of street
people as she and Ron Staslnski of
Canton turn onto a sldestrect in
downtown Detralt.

They ride by a group of men
standing outslde a party store and
Feldman contlnues in a slight
southern twang: “They can Ignore
it, or they can say: ‘I can help."”

Its about 8 p.m. In late Fébru-
ary. The streets are empty as the

Darlene Feldman of Farmington Hills and Ron
some of Delroit’s poorest areas.

Under covers
‘Pair offer blankets, helping hand

of Canton

BILL BRESLER/stat photographer

in

couple scarch for anyonc who
might nced the warmth of a blank-
et.

“If you were painting a pleture
this would be a perfect depletion of
anger," says Feldman describlng
the scenery.

Staslnskl, 40, stops the car in the
heart of the Cass corridor, opens
the trunk and Feldman filts her
arms with blankets,

Less than a minute passes before
a man watks by, hesitales, returns
and asks il she’s glving anything
away. Feldman, 38, hands him a
blanket, he thanks her a few times
and walks away,

THE EMPTY street beglos to
fill. Feldman thinks it's because
the flrst man spread the word.

‘Two teenagers approach. “Sce
how they're walking?" Feldman
says before they reach her.,

They decline the blankets she of-

fers, pick out others and leave
without a word.

They'll probably sell the blan-
kets and use the meney for drugs,
she says.

“Maybe a woman with three kids
will end up with it,” Feldman says,
addlng that no matter what hap-
pens In the meantime, the blankets
will land In the hands of street peo-
ple. One clue, she says, is that bag
holders use drugs and attache car-
riers are dealers.

There’s good and bad In every-
thing — Including street people,
Fcldman says. So, she and Stastnks§
use thelr Instincts a lot to keep
{rom becoming “chop suey.”

A TALL, large man races up to
Feldman and pants: “I'm not too
late, am i7"
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Oversil property tax asscssments
&re expected to increass nearly 10
percent in Farmington this year,
with some downtown commercial
l‘a;vp«‘uu recelvlux increases of 30-

Amrd.ln; to cl(y asscssor John
Sallor, asseszment notlces reflecting
the changes were sent to both resl-
dentlsl and commerclal property
owners Feb. 31,

Due to new constructlon, apart.
ment assesxmgnis show nearly a ¢

¢y s

reviow board sets sosssions, 6A

percent Increase this year, while in-
dustrial assessments will increaso
15.85 percent. Condominiums show
an 11.82 percent increase, according
to Sailor’s prellminary figures.
Residential assessments are ex-
pected to Increase about 8.3 percent,
mostly due to market value adjust-
ments, while tha average commer-
clal prupcrly awner will sce a 9.18
percent on the average.
BUT IN the downiown area, com-

ke

merclal properties are averaging a
13 percent increase In

in the downtown area,
commerclal properties

Sailor sald, because of effecta down-
town improvements are having on
ulu. One building on the north side
of Q River recently sold for
$290,000, up nearly $100,000 from &
few years ago, he sald.
“Just because the downtown Is
being fixed up — that's not the rea.
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are ga 13
percent Incmau in
assessments because
of effects downtown
improvements are
having on sales.




