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URING RECENT years, Clarenceville
Public Schools have been mired in fl-
nancial difficulties.

First of all, the small district is geo-

1y spli d, ding the noriheast

corner of Livonia, the southeast corner of Farm-
ington Hills and the northwest corner of Redford

T p. About 600 Far Hills children
attend Clarenceville schools.

Second, the district is primarily a bedroom
community with very few commercial and in-
dustrial enterprises to enrich lts tax base, Unfor-
tunately, the property tax burden falls on the
shoulders of homeowners,

"Third, because of its relatively low tax base
and low student enrollment, Clarenceville is an
“in-formula” district — left at the merey of the
state administration and Legislature that give
and take back money as regularly as the tides
change.

The in-formula status of Clarenceville has
financially strapped the district in recent years.

STATE AID payments have increased at a
smaller rate than the cost of living and so the
income Clarenceville recelves from the state has
not kept pace with inflation.

- Because homeowners share a heavy burden of
paying the district's operating costs, the board
and i have been rel t to come

Tight budget

How much relief’s needed?

The in-formula status of
Clarenceville has financially
strapped the district in recent
years.

held and voters approved 3.5 additional mills 1o
make the district solvent.

Now Clarenceviile is getting ready to take ad-
vantage of its ceiling being raised by 3.5 mills.
The school board has called for a speclal election
for April 24 to request an additionat 3,5 mills.

DURING THE next two months, our readers
in Clarenceville will have a decision to make on
how to vote on the millage request.

There are a few questions to ask the school
board and administration.

While the need for additional funds is clear,
does the district really need the income 3.5 mills
generates? Why Is the district asking for the ex-
act amount in millage as the amount the ceiling
has increased by?

Because Redford became a charter towaship,
county millage once allocaled to the township
will likely be allocated this spring to school dis-
tricts within Rediord's boundaries. Thus the 8.9

td the voters and request new millage. In fact,
the district has not done so for eight years.

. In recent years, though, the district has been
prevented from doing so because Redford Town-
ship was being taxed at its limit as a general law
township. (Because Farmington Hills and Livonia
are cities, their charter taf limits are higher and
did not have an impact on Clarenceville).
~~In 1988, Redford voters approved charter
township status, which raised Clarenceville's,
Redford Union's, and South Redford's millage
Hmit by 3.5 mills. Redford Union, operating in a
deficit, was under orders from the state to gel

itg budget in the black. A special election was

d mills Clar ille now receives might
be increased by one mill. That is speculation, but
allocation board officials say it is likely. If so,
does the district really need 2.5 mills instead of
3.5?

Residents have lived through program cut-
backs, and staff faces pay freezes, The plight of
the district is understood by Clarenceville resi-
dents. An arbitrator has recommended additional
taxes of “not less than 3 mills.”

Still we need to feel comfortahle that the 3.5
mill burden we are being asked to shoulder is
really needed. Let's seek that comfort by asking
questions now so we go to the polls informed on
April 24.

Consolidation

Murphy should continue efforts

HIS TIME Drain Cy George
I W. Kuhn gets good marks for backing
off a fight with the Oakland County ex-
ecutive.

» One week Kuhn was saying, “I cannot in con-
science support” a bill giving the county board
ower to sell bonds for its solid waste program.
week later, Kuhn sent word to the Qakland
County Board of Commissioners government and
{ransportation committee that, well, maybe he
touldn't fight after all. It was a more placid
¢énding to the latest chapter in Kuhn's 12-year

battle agalnst the executive system,
H The administration of
Danlel T. Murphy, coun-
ty exccutive, and Roy
Rewold, county board
chairman, are seeking
permissive legislation
Irom the state wilh twin
objectives: to set up a
separate solid waste de-
partment under the ex-
ecutive, and to give the
board power lo sell

bonds.

It's a big project. The
eiitire solid wasle sys-
tem may cost $850 mil-
lion to $1 biliion, with
Oakland’s dependence on

Daniel Murphy
Fouruy executlve

the benefit of ending
Tandfills.

« Kuhn's position, at least on the surface, was
that his office has sufficient bonding authority;
He would a good scout, authorize the solid
waste bonds and turn the cash over to the solld
waste agency.

KUHN'S ACTUAL agenda is to consolldate the

public works department (which supervises the
solid waste program) with his drain office, creat-
ipg a new public works commissioner. That pub-

Murphy has made it a goal of
seeking a home rule charter for
Oakland during his four-year
term, He should find lots of
support from people seeking
clean, simplitied administration
with clean, simplified lines of
authority.

lic works commissioner would be George Kuhn,
of course.

Last year Kuhn was in Lansing seeking a taw
to guarantee that most of the drain commission-
ers — including Oakland's — would remain elee-
tive, With luck, he could have saved his office as
an elective one. Fortunately, the bill died in
committee,

The voters in 1974 made Oakland the first
Michigan county use Public Act 139 to consoli-
date all the loose ends under an elected execu-
tive. Voters rejected 1) the old, hydra-headed
system and 2) an appointed county manager.

As the first person elected to the spot, Murphy
— carrectly ~ viewed it as a public mandate lo

lidate much ad; ion under the exec-

utive.

Murphy's agenda has been te consvlidate the
drain commissioner under his public works de-
partment. Sadly, the Legislature hasn’t seen fit
to write enabling legislation. But Murphy should
continue the effort.

The purpose here s not to build politlcal em-
pires, or to win political battles. The objective is
to produce a more efficient way to accomplish
goals and to serve the public.

NEIGHBORING Wayne County, plagued for
decades by cronyism and petty politics, had bet.
ter luck. Using a law wrilten only for Wayne
County, its voters adopted a home rule charter
under which the executive was able to absorb not
only the drain commissioner but the arrogant
road commission. A home rule charter allows the
administrative structure to be revised to suit lo-
cal needs. '

Wayne's problems aren’t over, the excculive
and sheriff are embroiled in a long-running dis-
pute over control of the county jail, but in four
shorl years IL has developed the most stream-
lined county administration in the state.

rule charter for Oakland during his four-year
term. He should find lots of support from people
seeking clean, simplified ads lon with

Murphy has made it a goal of secking a home .

Hills residential zoning:
It’s worth safeguarding

I'LL NEVER say never.

But only under rarc circum-
stances would I support changing
residenttal-zoned land to ofiice or
commerclal use in Farmington Hills.

The city of 68,000 has achleved its
long-desired goal of a
tial tax basc of 35-40 percent. That
should help keep taxes

J

down. There's ne longer a need to
further extend that tax base.
Farmington HIlls is a prestige
business address. But Its character is
unmistakably residential,

In the last few weeks, the planning -

commisslon has recommended deny-
Ing three major reguesis to rezone
tand planned as resldentlal. The city
council upheld denial on the two re-
quests it 50 far has heard.

Despite strong pliches from rezon-
[ng proponents, Farmington Hills
leaders rightly have stuck to thelr
guns In afflrming the clty’s newly
revised master land use plan.

WITH OPEN land dwindling and
more developers eyelng cxpansion

Most resldents who llve near land
targeted for rezoning aren’t bashful
about recounting thelr fears.

More (raffic. Excesslve nolse,
Lights and bulldings infringing on
privacy. Drainage concerns, Wet-
lands intrusion. Insufficient berms,
Dropping property values.

A MAJOR fear is the domino ef-
{ect — pleking off residentlal par-
cels onc by onc as buslness zones
stretch,

Sometimes the forces of prosperi-
ty and growth can't help but dilute a
nelghbarhood’s lures.

Near where I live, homes on the

or T the
integrity of our nelghborhoods be-
comes vital,

Our lezders can’t walver in gulnrd-

corner of 14 Mile and
Farmington Road are ylelding to a
20,000-square-foot offlcc building.

In comblnation with offices on the

Ing P and
that's zoned resldential. They must
ask: “Is there compelling need to de-
viate from the master plan?”

corner and Simsbury Pla-
za in West Bloomileld on the north-
cast corner, the new bullding will
further congest traffic at an fnter-

scction that backs up eften already.

Commercial development on the
north side in West Bloomlield appar-
ently made offlce use more palat-
able near Farmington Road on the
Farmington Hills side, The best I
can hope for arc interscction im-
prevements at 14 Mlle and Farming-
ton Road.

RESIDENTS IN Woodcreek
Farms, {eellng the pinch of court-
mandated offlce development along
Northwestern Highway slnce their
subdivision became part of Farm-
ington Hills 16 ycars ago, ave “ready
to go to war | that's what's re-
quired” to stymie further non-resl-
dentlal encroachment.

A resldent of Forestbrook Hills,
ncar 12 Mile and Inkster, passlonate-
ly told the clty council last weck:
“Residential areas have made
Farmington Hills a desirable com- -
munity. Now these areas are fraglle *
and In danger of being overwhelmed
by commercial development.” -

1In my view rezoning should be al-
Jowed only when it's clear land isa't
sultable for resldential development,
when there's dedicated woodland
buffering homes and when it’s prov-
en that rezoning would best scrve
the publle good.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Quserver.,

——
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We must limit
day care sites

To the editor:

If the subject were less serious, it
would simply be amusing to observe
the mental gymnastics of the Ob-
server cditorial staff as they have
tried to fashlon a plausble stance on
day care In residential neighbor-
hoods.

Over two years ago, thelr position
was Lhat such a service was not a
business. Then, when challenged,
they agreed 1t was a business but a
necessary one. Now, agaln, it is a
business but “not In the traditional
sense.” .

1 believe that If it looks llke a busi-
ness, sounds like a business and acts
like a busincss, then 1t's @ business.

In fact, during the past year and a
half, the Observer aiso saw the ex-
panded day care scrvice as a busi-
ness that should be limited. There
was editorlal support for a maxi-
mum of six children in a peighbor-
hood facility and resistance to state
intervention and control.

For many homeowners, six s rea-
sonable and tolerable, 12 too many
and fraught with possible problems.
The larger centers will require addl-
tional employees. Streets may be
clogged with parked cars. Traffic
will inerease, Subdivisions will be al-
tered and not for the better. .

Mayor Coleman Young bas vetoed
a bilf that would bave allowed 12

Dick Isham general manager

clean, simplified lines of authority.

children in day care ceaters within
Detroit neighborhoods but said that
he would approve one allowlng six.
In this instance, he was right and
also wise to listen to the many home-
owners who protested this attempted
redcfinltion of thelr nelghborhoods
by outsiders.

Lawrence Niblett,

Farmington Hills

City resident
discouraged

To the edltor:

Hurray for Nancy Newell.

1 do not know you, Nancy, but you
certainly get my vote. You were
wondering how many others in the
community (Readers’ forum, Feb.
23) are disappointed with downtown
Farmington; well, count me In.

The A&P has recently been re-
modeled and It is [finally clean
cnough to shop in — and now there
isn't anywhere to park near it.

And what about’all those enor-
mous housing projects going up on
every vacant lot?

Ironically, next to your Jetter was
one about "“Trees are no menace.”
What s a lree? At the rato they are
belng chopped down for “the beautl-

, ficatlon of Farmington,” (here won't
be cnough left to make & box of
toothpicka, .

Joyce Welge),
Farmingion
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Let's solve
road crisis

To the edltor:

Another weck of tragedy on 14
Mite Road, At least three accldents,
includlng the death of a 10-year-old
West Bloomfield child. For those
wlui kaow, this situatiod is not unu-
sual.

The stretch of 14 Mile Road, be-
tween Orchard Lake Road and Hag-
gerty, has been a dangerous, accl-
dent-strewn roadway that Is a dis-
grace of local politics and inaction,

Anyone who reviews the accident
records along this read comes away
with serious questions. Why has so
little been done o correct known
traffic control problems and defi-
clent road conditions?

Perhaps the answer lies in the fact .
that 14 Mile is the border between
Farmington Hills and West Bloom-
field. Neither community seems to
want to take responsibility for the
tragle conditions that exist. .

Is the county responsible? Phone
calls to the three governmental bod- |
fes result In a classlc “passing the
buck"” series of responses, .

Which elected official will come *
forward to bring together the needed
bureaucracica? How many more
children will have to be sacrificed .

before actlon is taken? We can do |
‘better than Lhis! R
Michae! Rolaiek, .
Farmington Hills |

|



