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HOm'eless: He'll ‘clean out commodes to make

By Susan Buck
staH writor

HILE STUDENTS at the
QOakland Communlty
College-Orchard Rldge

Campus in Farmington
Hills participated in (he Slecp Out
For the Homeless Friday night, the
bona fide homeless showed up at the
South Oakland Shelter (SOS) In Royal
Oak.

One by one, they regisiered with
the intake worker at the front desk.
Then a church van shuttled them to
St. Mary's School in Royal Oak,
which is closed Lo students.

From September through June, 35
churches in the area host the home-
less who come to the SOS shelter.
Velunteers provide homecooking, a
warm bed and an understanding
heart.

Friday’s homeless, mostly men,
were joined by a few women. One
woman, who refused to be inter-
viewed, arrlved with her 2.year-old
son.

HERE ARE the storics of those
who were willing to talk:

e “I'm here because I am a
battered woman,” satd Joanne, who
for safety reasons, refused to tell her
last name.

Last week, Joanne left her home
and her alecholle bayiricnd, who co-
owns thelr house wlith her, after sev-
eral years of physlcal and mental
abuse, she said.

A short, neatly dressed woman,
Joanne took great care In her ap-
pearance. '

Her boyfriend recently recelved a
sizable inheritance fellowlng his fa-
ther's death, said Joanne, 42. The
moncy went to hls head and he be-
came an anlmal, she sald.

“I thought he was geing to kllt me
on Christmas Day. I went flylng

Joe Murray, who came to the
night, said he fost two
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South Oakland Shelter Sunday
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through the front door so fast that I
went over a long cement porch and
landed on the ground. When I got up,
1 was covered with blood.”

According to Joanne, she went
back into the house and he sald:
“You're not so preity now, are yau?
You want some more, I'll glve you
some more. You descrve it."

Joanne said she kept a baschall
bat ncar her bed for protection.
When her boyfriend fell Into a drunk-
cn stupar, last weck, she took $60
from his wallet, packed some clothes
and teft,

She planned {o call an attorney
Monday to regaln her half of the
house.

& Pete McDonald came to SOS
with his buddy, Ron Blose, for the
first time Friday nlght. Shortly be-

fore, thelr landlord evicted them,
wlithout notice, from a house near
Nevada and John R In Detroit. While
Uving In the area, McDon2ld added
that he was robbed by a street gang.

McDonald has two ex-wives and
six children who, he safd, think he's
dead. Blose stlll sces his children,

McDenald and Blose work day la-
bor and carn about $25 a day. “I'll
serub windows, I'tl clean out com-
modes - anything to make a dol-
far," sald McDonald.

It's a team effort for the two men.
Blose, 56, has a truck; McDonald, 46,
does not have transportation. Some-
times, they slecp in Blose’s truck,
which holds their enilre wardrobe.

“You never make enough to get a
place,” safd McDonald. “There's a
place down the strect that charges
$25 a week, I think, for a room. But

Ron Blose (left) and buddy Peter McDonald

time Friday night, shortly after their landlord in
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came to the South Oakland Sheliter for the first Detroit evicted thent.

you need $50 to get in. Flfty dollars
is two days work and two days work
is two days without eating. That's
kind of hard,” said McDenald.

“If you have ever slept under a
trec in the middle of winter, you'd
know what it was llke to be home-
less,” said McDonald.

snitch beer bottles out of open ga-
rages and from a market where be
worked.

“I have a B. A. in marketing from
Michigan State and was working on
my master’s degree but I am an al-
cohalle.” At one time he owned hls
own company, e said.

His mother and son took on a

# Ron, 49, o former
resident, dido’t want his last name
used.

“This isn't my peer group,” he
said. Ron, who is divorced, Is on his
way out of the homeless life aiter a
downward spiral with alcohollsm
that began at age 13, when he would

b, which worked,
he said.

"l sth] would be looklog for an
casy way out, if they badn't slapped
me in the face with a two by four,”
sajd Ron.

® Joc Murray, 45, Is an experi-

enced street person but be's’ not
hard-hearted. He spoke with concern
about a young girl, about 16, who -
came to the SOS shelter Sunday .
night, clutching her teddy bear.

A former Warren resident, be lost
two businesses because of hls al-
cohollsm, he sald.

“It cats you up to see an ad for a
job In the suburbs but you can't get
there use you have no transpor-
tation,” sald Murray. *'You have no
Idea what It's lke to be homeless, to
sieep in cardboard boxes for months
znd months. You learn to swallow
your pride.”

Theresn Granger (left) of Detroit, David Cchcn
indy

of W and C
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dents taking part in the Sleep Out for the

Students

Continued from Page 1

ley of Walled Lake, the OCC student
who chalred the event. "One person
mentloned the idea and it just snow-
balled.”

Other student organlzers, Dan
Dunne of Livonla and C.J. Van Weel-
den of Blrmingham, were also on
hand to kick off the gathering, which
started at 7 p.m Friday night and
cnded at 6 a.m. Saturday morning.

THE STUDENTS tried to create,
as much as possible, the condltions
of the homeless. In addition to trash
barrel fires, cardboard boxes cov-
ered wlth plastic to shield cold winds
were set up in the parking lot.

“Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band," a Beatles album, played in
the background.

‘The efforts of Students Against
Hunger, a group within the student
goverament, got the ball rolling for
the weekend projeet.

THE FIRST Saturday of every
month, Students Against Huuxer
makes and delivers meals to
Leo's, a soup kitchen in dawumwn
Detroit, said Rose Kotczenski, OCC
campus minister who joined the stu-
dents Friday night.

“I'm going to spend the night but I
don't know if I will sleep,” Kotczen-

NOW YOU CAN
HAVE A NEW FACE
AND ANEW BODY

lend helping hand

ski sald. ”lm Just goleg to try and
stay warm.

While SOS has a permanent office
slte in Royal Oak, actual nlghttime
lodging of the homeless Is voluntari-

ly rotated among $5 churches in the |

area = including St. Alexander |
Catholle Church and Trinity Episco- ¢
pal Church, both in Farmington Hills .
~ as well as locations In Birming-
ham and Bloomfield Hllls. N

QOakland Community College's
Harbinger Dance Company hosted
Douglas Nlelsen as guest chorcog-
rapher Feb. 13-17.

Nielsen, on the faculty of Unlver-
sity of Arizona's Department of
Dance and founder of Douglas
Niclsen Dancers, has presented
origlnal choreography tn several
countries throughout the world and
across the United States.

He recently returned from Chi-
na, where he was iavited to be the
first male guest teacher at the
Guondzhou Dance Academy.

Dancers host
choreographer

Nielsen set “Long Story Short” | '
for Harbinger Dance Company to
be Included in the company reper- [
toire. “Set” Is a dance term mean-
ing "to teach to,” accordling to Jen-
nlfer Johnston, company manager,

“Long Stary Short™ will be per-
formed at the Music Hall in Harb-
lngcfs spring eoncert Apri) 21 and

Hubknxer also offered open
master classes with Douglas Nlel-

sen.

Harbinger Dance Company is in | -
resldence at OCC’s Orchard Ridge | |
Campus, Farmington Hills,
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