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AVE it bllnk.
The Qakland

County Road

Commisslon will
soon install a trafflc signal on
Farmington Road at Oakland
Community College Drive, but
Farmington HIlls clty
councllwoman Jean Fox wants
1t o bilnk cxcept during peak
hours.
She proposes that the light
operate fult cycle only during
the morntng and afternoon
peak hours during the school

-year.

4 She asked clty manager
William Costick to ask the road
comimission to have the light
blink on weekends, In summer
and later at night.

INO posting.

The Farmington Board of
Educatlon convened & bit early
Tuesday.

Although Its regular meetlng
was posted for 7:30 pm.,
trustces met at 7 to greet three
“teacher of the year" nominees,
president Jack Cotton told a
_standing-room-only audlence.

State law requires pnblle -
boards and cemmisslons to
publlcly post all special
meetings at lcast 18 hours in
advance.

Memory lane

50 years ago:

® Taxt service to and from
Farmington goes Into effect this
week,

‘There Is no charge for picking
up passengers in Farmington who
are golng at Icast as far as Grand
River and Seven Mile in Detrolt.
ﬂ'}'f"”“' the charge for plekup
Cab service to Od Redford, at
.Grand Rlver and Lahser, at any
 time of the day, for 1-5 peaple, is

$1.50,
©  — Farmington Enterprise,
March 8, 1938
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Manday, March 6, 193'9

By Casoy Hans
stalf writer

Parents with children at High-
meadow Common Campus are 80
enthused with the school, they are
asking that thelr other children be
flven preference when filling open-

‘They don’t oppose the Farmington
district's general lottery system for
selecting students but want & “slb-
MUng preference” rule for the alterna-
tlve elementary. Such a rule would
allow brothers and sisters of those
already enrolled in the school to get
first chance at openlngs, keeplog
famllles logether.

“There’s a lot of good things
there," Highmeadow parent Mary
Sue Wayne told school trustees Feb.

Farmington, Michigan

They want sibling
rule at Highmeadow

26, “We took the chance. We did you
a favor. Maybe you owe us a favor

me,
“I kind of resent we don't have

first prlnrlly We were the risk-
takers."”

A general lottery process is used
to pick students for the school, a
two-year pilot program In its tirst
year with nearly 300 children from
throughout the distriet attending.
The school was origlnally designed

to case overcrowding In several ele-
mentary schools, The school offers
general and enrichment classes plus
advanced courses for students who
need them.

APPLICATIONS ARE belng tak-
en this week for 50 flrst-grade open-
ings at Highmeadow, wlth a lottery
planned for later this month. Some
130 parents signed a petitlon saylng
they want 20 of those slots to be alto-

Mike Clesla, a tralnee mechanic at the Mobll
atation at 12 Mile and Farmington Road, op-~
erates the new credit card pump. This syo-~

Self-serve credit card is
latest way to charge gas

our sales were cxpress credit or de-
bit,” manager Anne Hodgson sald.
cold weather, people
aren't getting their receipts out of
it. There’s supposed to be heaters
there. If they come in, we can

David Shardelow dld come in,
exasperated by his deallngs with

“I've been using it for six
months, but the last {ive times I've
come In, it's been out of paper.
When it's working properly, you
can get in and out,” the Farming-

Linda Smith of Farmington Hills
complalned that the magnetic strip
on her Mobil credit card doesn’t go

tem is designed to allow customers to com-
plote a sales transaction at the pump with-
' out having to go inside the statlon,

RANDY BORST/stan phetographor

FOUR CHOICES are listed on
the payment keys of the control
panel of what Mobil calls Customer
Activated Pumps. They are Ex-

press Pay Credit, Express Pay De-
b]t Psy Insldn Cash und Pay Insldc

In addman to Mobll and Mobil
Plus credit and debit cards, the
machines accept Mastercard, Visa
and American Express cards.

To activate the machines at Mo-
bil statfons, the customer sclects
the method of payment by pressing
the appropriate button. The display
screen instructs the cuslomer what
todo next.

Ploase turn to Page 3
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cated to incomlng children from
Highmeadow famllles.

The petitlon was presented at the
Feb. 28 meetlng.

“Historleally, children in Far-
mignton schools have been allowed
to follow in altendance to thelr otder

s{bling’s school,” a portion of the pe-

ttlon sald. “Since we took the risk
and belleved in your educational
plan, sight unscen, our reward
should be sibling prlorlly at High.
meadow for our younger children.”

School board members are expect-
ed to address the Issue at thelr next
regular meetlng March 14. Trustee
Janlce Rolnick has already volced
support for the parents: “I hope in
the future we have more common
campus schools in this district. I do,
being a parent, understand your con-

01985 St Camirinicalon Catporation. Al ights eservad.

Parents ask first choice for school

Twenty-Five Cents:

cerns. This is a real dilemma, I, per-
sonally, would not be opposed to a
slbling preference.”

Rolnlck sald she believed the par-
cnts helped to make the school such
1 big success,

EXPLAINING THEIR position,
administrators said they wanted all
chitdren In the district to have an
cqunl opportunity to enrotl at the

"We bave to think In terms of the
greater community,” said Superin-
tendent Graham Lewis. “I know it
scems bureaucratie, We try to look
at the situntion in lts equity aspect.”

There are some 800 children com-
ing out of Farmington kindergarten

Ploaso turn to Pago 3

Crime declines

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

Serlous crime decreased signlil-
cantly last ycar in Farmington Hiils,
for the first time since 1985, But the
flown\vard trend is not expected to
ast,

“I am not optimistic erime will
stay on a decline. There's no way for
a city growlng as fast as Farmington
Hills with resideats and dagtime
population, and other communitics
surroundlng us growlng, o stop ma-
jor crimes coming into the city,”
Farmlngton Hiéh police Chief Wil-

lam Dwyer sald. L.
In 1988, serious crimes decreased

7.4 pereent, compared to 1937 whea
they ceept up 1.6 percent. The mid-
1980s were a pericd of stight crime
Increases, particularly in compari-
son with the city's population growth
and an influx of daytime populatien
to offices and retail services.

Notable decreases in indlvidual
types of serlous crimes were seen In
robbery, burglary, larceay and mo-
tor vehicle theft. Increases were
seen in criminal sexual conduct incl-
dents and aggravated assaults,

1In 1988, the city had 26 robberics,
four less than In 1987, Bur, os de-
creased from 745 In 1987 to 713 in

way and I-896 were under construe-*
tlon. “We feel that had a great bear-
ing In armed robberies in '87 and
'88,”" Dwyer sald.

Other factors Include more visible
patrols and uslng officers where
needed by maintaining a dally eye on
where incldents in the clty occur.

er also refers to the depart-
ment's Investigation abllities plus
the {act that In a number of crimes,
such as breaking and eaterings, mul-
tiple arrests were made.

“If you're able to arrest some of
the people, you're going to signifi-
cantly decrease crimes,” he sald,

rcentes, for example, began a
downward trend in 1987 when the
popatar trend or f2d of stcaling hood
ornaments and radar detectors
slowed. Great efforts, both county-
wide and locally, made a large dent
in reducing the number of autos
stolen, Dwyer said,

Though sexual assaults increased
to 18 from 15 in 1988 (and from 18 to
19 under the less-serious part IT
crimes), they ware not the so-called
street rapes. The majority of as-’
saults were commltted by those whe
knew or were related to the vietim.
“1 don'’t know how law cnforcement

1988. Larcenles d d from
1,941 in 1987 to 1,755 last year, Mo-
tor vehicle thelts continued its down-
ward trend with 410 last year com-
pared to 437 in 1987.

DWYER ATTRIBUTES the de-
crease in serlous crimes to a pumber
of factors, particularly to the fact
that in 1987-83 both the Lodge free-

can help what happens in the family
structure,” Dwyer sald in Novem-
ber, Is probably the best
way."”

WHILE SERIOUS crimes de-
creased, the less-serions parts IT and
111 crimes and complaints Increased.
Much of the reason for the Increase
in part IT complalnts were self-lnitl-
Med by officers, Dwyer sald.

Pleasa turn to Page 2

Fafmington Hills crime statistics

Crimo 1987 | 1988 %
Homiclde 1 [ )
Criminal sexual assault 15 18 +20% .
Robbery 28 % |.71%
Aggravated assault 94 101 +75% |
Burglary 745 713 43% §
Larceny 1941 | 1755 | 96% [
Motor vehiclo theft 437 410 2%
Arson 19 13 316% -
Total 3200 | 303 | -74% [
Sourco: F gton Hilla Police D

Firm requests school spendlng reports

Use Your MasterCard of Visa

]
ton Public Schools using the state’s
Freedom of Information Act.
Representatives of Alexander
Hamilton Life Insurance Co. of

schoo! district attorney reports, and

other Information nhtlnz w ihu

opinion that the

operating hmd: for uplul pm}eeu.
“I belleve they did the research,

but In talking with other people, they
1t,” sald Alexander Ham-

America have asked for coples of

Patrick A
Fnrmlngton Hlits resldent. "l'hey vc
about it, my inter-

An Alexander Hamllton represent-
ative requested the information ver.
bally two wecks ago, and was
refused when the duum claimed It

1P H By Susan Buck
what’s inside |
“With thls
Ah, progress.
. Credit card bolders can now
Business brlefs ., . . .6A charge thelr gasoline purchaseson  in
Classlfieds. . Secs. CEF automatic, sclf-serve credit card  get them a duplicate.”
..Index. ... .8E readers, the newest innovation at
Auto | .. .Sec.CF the corner gas station,
Realestate. . . . Sec.E During lunch hour last Thursday  (he machine,
Employment . . Sec. EF at the busy North Farmington Mo-
bll Service at 12 Mile and Farm-
Creallveliving . . . Sec.E
ington Road, the 9-menth-old de-
Crossword puzzle . . . 2E vice recelved mixed reviews.
Entertalament . . . . .50 The wind chill was In double di-
Obituarles . . . ... .7A gits below zero and few people ton Hills resident sald.
Ontheagenda. . . . .7A the setf-sorve credit opllon on
Police/firacalls . . . .4A the machine,
" Sports. . .. .Sec.C
Streat sca .. .Sec.D “YESTERDAY, 22 PERCENT of  through the machine.
Taste ... .5ec.B
qno |
CLASSIFIEDS By Cassy Hans iton
Classified makes good staff writer
dollars and sense. Get the
. most for your' y-buy AF Hills business that cstlsquued ”
| orsell classifieq. fnhed conr:cr;s lnl;z:t’ lpud::g dug
. ng recent schoo campaigns
- 591-0900 ng documents from Farming-

- 'Thay've  been so defonl!vo about ll‘,
my| Infemsf is plqued. AR

& defeated bond election last rlll‘
thlt voizx\lppmed operaling od-«
can't be used to build 8 pew!
lchool. But county-allocated miltage:
cw!dbcwedloplyol{lcomm
tion Joan over a period of years . al
method that would siphon mooey;
muaewluropendm Ly R

was privileged Ander-
son sald the company (hen decided o
{lle the FOI request, as allowed by
state law, to get the information,

“They've {informa-
tlon) In publlc and used this in a
(bond} umpalm 1 think the du.uns
have a right to kno things,’
Anderson said,

THE ISSUE was origibally ralsed

1ast fall when Anderson and Richard
Headlee, then-president of Alexan-
der Hamllton, questioned the school
board about extra money In the op-
erating budget, and why they
weren't ualng £ to bulld & new west-
side school. In January, voters ap-
proved a 'T.! milllon bond issue for
1hat schoo!

.- The board sald much of the mooey
was held In reserve as a cushioh,
some was for unpald Invoices, and a
capital fund was being used to up-
grade other bulldingx,

money, they sald, could not be used
to bulld & new school. I

and board president Jack
it rupt::dln; nder stal

ton before
law, the district s required to re~
spond within five business days, !

A state Board of
spokesman told the Observer before




