Buzzer shot sends OLSM to defeat

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

wing, then knocked in the¢ game-winner off

the glazss.

‘As luck would have 1t, well, St. Mary's

Callege just didn’t have any.

Troy Pelak banked in a three-point shot at
the buzzer to take Aquinas College from cer-
tain defeat to a joyous 102-100 victory over
the Eagles Salurday in an NAIA District 23

open, 50 he took Lhe shot.”

opening-round mens  basketball playoff

game at Qakland Community College’s

Highland Lakes campus.

Victery scemed certain for St. Mary's af-
ter Jerome Washburn sank two free throws
with :03 left, glving the Eagles a 100-99 lead.

But it was not to be; after an Aquinas
timeout, the Saints werc allowed to inbounds
the ball all the way down court to Pelak,
who dribbled once, set hlmself on the right

“Belleve It or not, when SL. Mary’s beat us
in the flrst game of the year, he missed the
same shot,” sald Aquinas coach Larry Ran-
dall. “But the play worked, so we called It
again. He can either hit the cutter going
through or take the jumper. He was wide

LUCK HAD little bearing on Pelak's play.
It was plaln poor defense. “We made the
Iree throws at the end, but we let them get
the ball In way too far down there," sald St.
Mary’s coach Glen Donahue.

And yet, had the Eagles had a blt more
luck, the game might never have come down
to a final shot. The ball simply wouldn't
drop, not without two or three shots a trip.

By Brad Emons
4taft writer
T

. The Redlord Catholic Central
Shamrocks saw a tough draw
ghead in thejr own district basket-
ball tournament.

+ But they came through In the
duich Friday by conquerlng De-
trolt Redford, §7-65, for coach Ber-
nie Holowickl's 12th distrlct crown.

Forward Scott Hauncher played
a plvotal role In the victory with &
team-high 23 polnts. CC now ad-
vances (o Wednesday's Class A re-
gional to face two-time defending
Class A champion Detroit Cooley
(21-1) at Southfield-Lathrup. (Game
timeis 7 pm.)

It was enly a week carlier that
the Shamrocks were humbled In
the Operatlon-Friendshlp flnal by
Detroit Southwestern, 85-44, but
Hauncher, who scored the flnal six
CC points, sald playing the Public
]School League champs “helped us a
ot.”

“That game with Southwestern
kind of lowered us down," said the
senfor captaln. “When we play
hard we can play with anybody, but
when we don’t we can be beaten by
anybody. We just can't show up, We
don't have a lot of talent so we
have to play hard. That's why
we've been up and down all sca-
son.”

THE SHAMROCKS, who es-
caped with earlier distrlet wins
ngainst Detrolt Henry Ford and
Southfield, appeared to be treading
water again when the Huskes
opened up a 17-8 {Irst-quarter lead.

But the game began to sway
back in CC’s way when 6-foot-4 for-
ward Marco Britten plcked up hls
third foul late in the opening peri-

od.

"He (Britton) was one of thelr
best Jeapers and when he got three
fouls right away that helped when
he went out,” Hauncher sald.

The Huskies, however, held thelr
own without the talented junior to
load 36-29 at the half.

“We knew the key to winning the

Catholic Central

wins district title

got untracked In the second hait,
scaring nine of his 13 polnts.

Polnt-guard Terry Boykin con-
tributed 14 before fouling out late,
while Jeff Schaner added 11.

JUNIOR DEREK HARDY tal-
lied a game-hlgh 27, while Robert
Morgan added 12 for the Huskfcs,
who bowed out with & 10-7 record.

Meanwhile, Brittan was held to
scven and fouled out.

By the end of thlrd quarter CC
had all but seized the momentum,
tralling 46-45,

Schaner’s three-pointer to open
the fourth quarter gave CC the lead
and a three-point play by Richards
with 5:55 remaining put the Sham-
rocks ahead for good, 51-49.

But Redford stayed close right
untll the final scconds.

Phil Mingo's basket with 23 sec-
onds to go made it a two-point defi-
cit, 67-65. And the Huskics got a
break they were looking for when
CC turned the bali over with 15
seconds to play.

Coach Marvin Miles then called
a timeout to set up a flnal shot.

When play resumed the Huskies
patiently moved the ball around
C€C's matchup-zone, but Don Gross
failed to convert the ecquallzer,
missing 2 shot near the three-polnt
strlpe with two scconds remalning.

“It was a real battle,” Holowicki
sald. “It seemed every time we get
a bit of a lead, they'd hit a three-
pointer.” .

HAUNCHER'S game-winning
basket with 33 seconds left scemed
to typlfy the Shamrocks’ night. He
scered a layup when he got behind
the Redford press.

“Scott's a very determined ath-
lete and one of the smartest play-
ers I've ever coached,”

put them away.”

triples in the game.

By Dan O'Meara
stalf writor

The reason for Livonia Stevenson's basketball
success this scason Is its ability to win the close
games, accardingto coach Bob McIntyre,

That was never more true than it was Friday
night when Stevenson presented the veteran coach
with his {Irst district championship at Plymouth
Canton High Schoo).

The Spartans rallied from a 20-polnt deficit
carly in the second half to overcome favored
Plymouth Salem In a wild, emotionat and contro-
verslal finlsh, 71-70,

“This year's group of klds have found ways to
cover for each other and come up with a victory,”
Melnirye said. "I couldn't be more happy and
preuder of the kids."

Stevenson, 16-6, will play Woodhaven, 21-0,at 8
p.m. Tuesday In the reglonal tournament at Wil-
Jow Run High School. The final is slated for 7 p.m.
Thursday,

FOR SALEM, the Western Lakes Activitics As-
soclation champlon which ends with a 20-3 record,
the defeat was a crushing experience, especlally
since it appeared the Rocks had the game under
control, leading 50-30 in third quarter.

1 think we had a great seasen, and no matter
when you lose, it's tough to take,” Salem coach
Bob Brodic sald. “It just hurts when it happens.

“It’s tough to have 2 game In hand and let it slip
away. I guess It's like Yogi (Berra) says; (t isn't
over untll it’s over.”

Stevenson's amazing comeback was sparked by
Chris Nazelli, who scored 18 of his game-high 24
points In the second half.

Ron Baran scored 12 palnts, Scott Kosikowski
11 and Eric Schwedt, who scored the game-win-
ning basket with 47 seconds remaining, 10. Baran
(3), Kosikowskl (2) and Laven (2) combined for
seven 3-polnt fleld goals, also.

“The thing I'm most happy about is that we
knew what we had to do at the right time,” Nazel-
1i sald amidst the euphoria in the Stevenson locker
room. “If we needed the bali at a certain place,
we got It there, It was a great team victory.”

SALEM GOT 22 points from sophomore center
Jake Baker, who was the key to the Rocks extend-
ing their 41-30 halltime tead In the third period.
Jeff Elliott and Jeff Gold scored 12 paints aplece

“We never put them away,” sald Donahue.
“We didn't have the killer Instinet. We
missed a lot of inside shots that could have

The Eagles were also missing from out-
side. They had just two three-pointers in the
game, and their key three-point man, Jim
Butcher, was scoreless. They only had two
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Mary's coach said,

enough defense Lo make a slzable run.

The Saints’ Paul Laver had three times
that himself. Hls two triples In a 40-sccond
span mldway through the first half allowed
Aquinas to match Its biggest lead, seven
polnts. Lauer had six three-polnters in the
game and scored 38 points. A junlor guard,
Lauer led the district In scoring, averaging
27.4 a game, and Donahue knew stopping
him would be plvota). He was right.

Spartans rally past Salem

Saints up by a polnt.

Washburn rebounded a James Lakes' mlss

and Craig Marshall eight.

Elliolt, who had a chance to win the game with
:02 on the clock, was at the center of the contro-
versy,

While he was at the free-throw line to shoot a
two-shot foul, Stevenson sent Mike Vrooman into
the game. The horn sounded at the same time the
official was giving Elliott the ball,

In a matter of seconds, Elliott, thinking play
was stopped, tossed the ball back to the on-court
official, who ignored the horn and, in so doing,
ruled the ball was in play. The same thing bap-
pened earlier, with Stevenson leading 69-86 and
1:41 to play, when Baran was shooting a 1-andal.

As a result, Elliott lost the opportunity for the
{irst free throw. He missed the second one that
would have forced overtime, and Steve Szeman
rebounded for the Spartans.

The officials, Bill Rubin and Dave Dean,
refused to answer questions about the call alter
the game. Bob Blohm, athletlc manager at Can-
ton, spoke to the officials and relayed thelr com-
ments.

“Their explanation s once the ball has been ad-
ministered, the shooter should shoot,” Blohm sald.
"Bc;lh times the player threw the ball to the offi-
clal.

“THE OF FICIALS sald If they were In the pro-
cess of handing the ball, they would have taken it
back. But they had administered the ball and
stepped back.”

Bob Richardson, the scorekeeper at Canton,
said he was certain the officials were still in the
process of glving the ball to the players when
timekeeper Sandy Downs sounded the horn.

He said Rubin and Dean teld him after the
game they should not buzz a player into the game
while the officials are beginning to administer the
ball, which is contrary to routine practice, ac-
cording to Rlchardson.

“That didn't lose the game,” Brodie said. “We
tried to cautlon the kids in the huddle. We told
them we had to keep playing, but we stopped at-
tacking the basket (in the final quarter).”

1t tooked as If Salem would avold the harried
finlsh that occurred the last time it played the
Spartans = who won 71-69 on Feb. § — when
Salem streaked to an 11-point halftime lead.

The slow-starting Rocks trailed 22-18 when
they rallicd against a suddenly turnover-prone
Stevenson. Salem outscored the Spartans 18-3 to

“I would have liked to make him work
harder for somc of hly points,” the St

THAT SEVEN.POINT lead was the blg-
gest for elther Leam in the game. St. Mary's
biggest advantage was five, at the start of
the second half, and It was gone by the 18-
minute mark. Neither team played tough

Down the stretch, both teams went o
their big guns: Lauer for Aquinas and Wash-
burn for St. Mary's. Washburn hit a short
baseline jumper with 1:1¢ left to give the
Eagles a two-point lead, but Lauer answered
15 scconds later with a triple, putting the

with :36 left, but the ball was batted away.s.
from him by Brian Jacobs, Laver was fouled:¥
and hit two free throws to put Aquinas up-~
99-96 wlth :31 showing.

Denny Butcher hit two free throws.to-o:
bring St. Mary’s to within a point, and then™ ~
the Salnts’ Tim Critchlow missed the first
a one-and-one situation with :20 to play.
leaving the door open for the Eagles. Wash
burn’s free throws seemed to take advan-
tage of it — until Petak's shot. L

Pelak finlshed with 21 points. Jacobs had *
22 for Aqulnas, now 14-19 and headed for the ¥
district semis at Saginaw Valley State to” -
night., Washburn's 25 points lopped St
Mary's, which finlshes at 16-17. James -
Curtis added 24, Lakes had 14 and Denny *°
Butcher 11. =

lead 36-24 with 2:40 left In the half. :
‘The Rocks continued to roll 1n the third quarter,
scoring the first nine points. In a widc-open quar-
ter, Baker had 10 points as hls teammates contin-
ued to find him at the end of the fast break, .

BUT BARAN'S triple cut the deficit to 64-50 at: "+
the end of the third period, and the Spartans kept'*
coming in the finale. Stevenson seored the first 10
points and outscored the Rocks 18-1 to take A 68-- -
65 lead on a Nazelli layup. .

“In the first hall, it was all outside,” Nazelli” *
sald. “We were hitting well from there, so they " -
had to come out and guard that. Qur guards start. _
«ed getting it inside, and I have to give them all th
credit.” -

As was he case in Wednesday's win over Novi
in which Nazelll had 17 second-half points, he was
much more active around the basket, taking the .
entry pass and ducking around the defender to the *
hoap. He bad 10 points in the finale.

“He went over and set the screen and pop; N
back to the dotted line and was wide open,” Mcla- '+
tyre sald. “He's so tough coming back, by the time -
they reallzed we weren't golng to the kid on the”
block, Nazelll probably already had spun back-'
and had the ball.” .

Elllott gave Salem a 70-69 lead when he hit a;
short baseline jumper with one minute to play.-” :
But that was Salem's only fleld goa) of the fourth™
period, and the Rocks were 1-0f-13 In the quarter. *

“Somctimes when you have & big lcad, there's
tendency to say all we have to do is hold the ball.
Brodie sald. “But that's not our style.

“We broke (heir pressure, but then it was like:
‘Now what do we do with 1t?* We couldn't get into
the offense.” Tl

SCHWEDT REPLIED by driving to the oppo--"
site basket for the winnlng layup 13 seconds after
Elliott’s bucket. c

“He's also an all-state soccer kid,” Melntyre = -
sald. “He knows how to win in the clutch. He prob-
ably won a couple (soccer} playof! games doing
the same thing.

“'Once 2 kid is a winner, put him in 3 different
uniform, and he’s going to come up to the same *- |
Ievel.” e

After a Stevenson turmover, a pass slipped
through Baker's fingers on the baseline, but he
atoned with a mld-court steal that kept alive Sa-
lem’s hopes. He fed Elliott, who was fouled driv-
ing on the basket with :02 to play. .

sald. "“We let hlm call a ot of our

plays.

“And Ray (Richards} came up
big In the second half, He played
hard and went to the hole.”

The CC coach said the win was
particularly satlsfying from the

of

game was boar

wlith them,” said Holowickl. “They

{Redlord) have multiple leapers,
“In the second half I had us go

into our ‘75 press.” We didn't want

to lay back. We wanted to attack.

It works and

it doesn’t. Tonight it was working.”

And Ray Richards, a 6-5 senlor,

g adver-
sity for most of the season.

“It's rewarding for them because
they've worked hard,” sald
Holowickl. “Wc had a bad start (1-
4) Lhls season and turned it around,
and then we got embarrassed by
Southwestern, but that secems like
ages ago.”

Borgess eliminates
Hawks in cage final

Contined from Page 1

This is Your Lucky Day! i‘
Save a

“In the two games I charted shots, be took one shat,” Teachman said. “So
we left him open, and he had to take the shots. And he certalnly did come
through.”

Shagwn Respert also scored 18 polnts for the Spartans, and Charles North
had 13 on four triples and a free throw. Artle Brown added nine points and
Car] Woods cight.

Chad Burgess, the all-time leadlng scorer at Harrison, had 16 in hls final
game and flnlshed his career with 999 polnts, according to Teachman. Jason
Lichtman tossed in 11 potnts, Milt Coleman and Rob Karbowski nine aplece
for the Hawks, who cnd the scason 18-4,

Harrison wanted to limit Respert to 18, Teachman sald, and hold down
Norih's scoring. The Spartans were content to play the half-court game Har-
rison wanted, and Borgess made up for a lack of transitlon polnts by shootlng
17-01-30 In the first half and 54 percent through three periods.

J@e didn't want Respert getting Into the coast-to-coast stuff,” Teachman
said, “That was the idea of not pressing.

STHEY DON'T use him to bring the ball up, 0 he's in the mlddle going
agalnst forwards and centers — people he's quicker than.”

Respert had 14 polnts in the first half and Hayes, hitting open jumpers
fram the top of the circle, 10 as Borgess opeaed up a 10-polnt lead at half
time,

The teams began the game racking up numbers faster than a cash register
with the Hawks leading 15-13, but Borgess scored the last 10 polnts — includ-
ing two of North's triples ~ and was never behind after that,

“Attie 18 the third man we look to score, but his shots weren't falling
tonight, and Dwayne came through,” Borgess coach Mike Fusco said.

9] never tell a kid not to shoot. If it’s falling for, you like that, I'm not going
to tell him no.”

Harrison rallled twice to cut the Borgess lead to four polats but got no
claser.

'i'm-: HAWKS went on a 12-5 run in the second quarter to make It 35-31,
but the Spartans scored the last six with Respert sinking a layup at the
bugzer.

goel:mun'l layup narrowed the score (o 4845 with 1:37 lelt I the third

3i0d at a time when the Spartans were In a cold-shooting phase. Borgess
ghe ot of the brief spin with Brown's last-second shot and played steady
, baltnthe finale.
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