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Gospel accordlng to Mercy Rule

8y Larry O'Connor
staff writer

As a band of Chrlstian heavy met-
al artlsts, Merey Rule has found an
audicnce of its peers.

“Our influence Is more on other
bands we play with than the audi-
cnce we play for,” said bass and key-
board player Bruce Tordrup. “We
hear things like, 'It was so nlce
working with guys that we didnt
have to warry about our equipment
belng ripped off." "

Well, as the church lady would
say, lsn't that speclal? Mercy Rule is
trying to carve out its own niche In
what has suddenly become a fashlon-
able market — Christian heavy met-
al.

Stryper has led the way for other
bands wearing spandex (o sing for
Jesus. From that standpoint, Merey
Rule |s one of many,

But they have taken a different
tact with thelr message musie. Mer-
cy Rule's approach Is a bit more sub-
tle than their Bible waving brethren
that makes up most Christlan
rock'n'roll.

“We don't like to continually drive
the message home on every song,”
Tordrup said, “The songs have to be
accessible to people. They all have
thelr own meaning.

“Not all of the songs mention Je-
sus Christ, but all the lyrics have a
Christlan meaning behind them.”

BEHIND THEM, Mercy Rule
maves forward with a spirited brand
of melodic metal. Group members
Include Rlch Farazza, drummer;
Aaron Byrncs, singer and guitarist;
George Farazza, singer and guitar-
Ist; along with Tordrup.

The seeds for Mercy Rule were
planied in 1979 when Farazza start-
cd a metal cover group Black Ace. A
series of Christian bands followed,
such as Witness and Az Iz and, (inal-
1y, Mercy Rule.

Once the band members found re-
liglon In 1981, they've become drive

cn.

“l always fclt something was
missing in my life," Farazza said.
"Now  found It.”

Mercy Rule found that it's a hot

Merey Rule is a band of Christian heavy metal
artists trying to carve out its own niche in what

property in the Christian music
scene, The band performed regular-
1y in a series of concerts presented
on Saturdays by Harvest Minlstrles
of Detroit.

The group Is featured on a compl-
lation of Christian hard rock artists
from around the country, "Under-
ground Metal.” Also, they have their
own eight-song minkLP In the
works

Only recently, though, has Merey
Rule left the sccurity of the Chrls-
tian audience and staked out In the
secular nightelub scene. The band
has performed before receptive
crowds at Blondic's In Detroit and
The Ritz in Roseville.

The venture has not only allowed
them to widen their audlence, but to
gauge their muslc against what secu-
lar bands have to offer.

American country
with a little Scotch

By Larry O'Connor
stolf wrlter

Merle Haggard In a kllt? Hardly.

But the Scoitlsh musleal outfit
Proclaimers profess a genulne love
for' American country muslc. Their
latest album, “Sunshine on the
Lelth," (Chrysalis) showcases that as
well as influences In folk, rock and

pop.

Country? C'mon when is the last
time Waylon and Wlllle pulted Into
Edinburgh.

“It's a place where you always
have country records In your collee-
tlon and it's usuatly in the bars as
well,” said Charlie Reld, who Is one
half of the twin brother group. “Se
it's always around you, When you're
a kid you don’t admlt you like coun-
try musle. It did have an influence
onus.

The Proclalmers, though, don't
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sing about whiskey, women and rail-
roads. Instead, they grapple with the
issues affecting thelr fellow Scots in
the storytelling fashion of country
musle.

Love and politles get equal time
on “Sunshine on the Leith,” thetr fol-
tow-up to "This Is the Story.” Unem-
ployment and being under the thumb
of England make for passionate sub-
ject matter for the Brogue Brothers.

The steel guitar flavored “What
Do You Do” and the soulful "Cup in
Hand" have political edges to them.
Then sentimental torches such as
“I'm Gonna Be” reveal a group who
can be gushy,

THE PACKAGE is delivered with
more vigor these days. The group
has decided to forsake its sparse
acoustical presence, opting for a full
electric guitar rich sound.

The Proclaimers are tourlng

has

“WE LOOK at ourselves as a band
that is Christian instead of a Chris-
tian band,” sald Terdrup, who llves
In Redford. "1f you lock at Christlan
bands like Petra, they only perform
tor Christlan audiences. Wr want to
win over secular audience  well.”

The scandals of Jim Bakker and
Jimmy Swaggart have left the secu-
lar world more than a tad cynical
about preachers. Tordrup said he's
yet to see any fall out In Christlan
music circles,

If anything, he said bands such as
Mercy Rule have flourished because
Swaggart was a noted critic of
Christlan rock'n'rollers,

Sti)l, there arc those critics who
doubt the sineerity of some Chrlstian
rockers. Some accuse them of em-
bracing Christtanity as a marketing
00!,

America for the {irst time with a full
band. Charlle Reid believes the add-
ed members provide more punch to
their tunes.

Sales of “Sunshine on the Lelth”
would Indicate that people arc get-
ting knocked out. The album has
gone platinum In the Unlted King-
dom, All that walts is the United
States,

Here, though, the Proclalmers are
an unknown entity. One ad for the
group’s Thursday's show at Salnt An-
drew’s Hall has them bllled as being
{rom Ireland.

Also, they come to these shores

market —

Christian heavy ms!al.

Members of Merey Rule sald no
one has ever accused them of that,
And, besides, being famous is not the
main goal.

“‘We sce ourselves as successful at
what we're deing now,” Tordrup
said. “If we get a record contract,
then fine. I we don't, then fine."

Added Rich Farazza: “That's what
the name of the band is about. God's
mercy rules our lives.”

Merey Rule will perform along
with Rez Band and Sacred Warri-
or at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 10,
at The Redford Theater, Lahser
Road, a half block north of Grand
River Avenue, Detroit. Tickets
are $13.50 at the door. For infor-
mation, call 5614599,

.Proclaimers
profess a gen-
uine love for
American
country music.

with no commerelal radlo play. A
problem that besets many groups.
Charlie Reld doesn't sound too wor-
ried

“I think onc of the problems is
that we don't fit ncatly tnto any one
category,” he said. “But we're get-
ting airplay on colege radlo, So that
helps.”

‘The Proclaimers will perform
along with special guests, The
Blanks, on Thursday, March 9, at
Saint Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Con-
gress, Detroit, For information,
call 961-MELT.

IN CONCERT

® DEAD MILKMEN

‘The Dead Milkmen will perform at 10
pm. Mondsy, March 6, at the Nectarine
Ballroom, 510 E. Liberty, Aon Arbor.
Tickels are $10,50 in advance. For infor-
matlos, call 99-MUSIC.

® OMEN

Omen will perform an all-ages show at
7 p.m. Monday, March 6, at the Blind Pig,
208 5. First St., Ann Arbor. For informa.
tion, call 956-8555.

® TRIP SHAKE SPHERE

“Trlp Shake Sphere will perform on
Monday, March 6, at Rick's Cafe, §11
Church, Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call
996.2747.

® DORAX

Borax will perform on Tuesday, March
7, at the Blind Pig. 208 5. First S, Annn
Arbor. For Informatlon, call 996-8555,

® FLASH BACK

Flash Back will perform on Tuesday.
March 7, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbeor. For information, call 996-8555.

® DIAMOND BACK

Diamond Back will perform on
Wednesday, March E, at the Blind Pig,
208 S, First St., Aan Arbor, For informa-
tion, call 996-8555.

® CHISEL BROTHERS

The Chisel Brothers will perform on
Wednesday, March 8, at Rick’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
996-2747.

® JUICE

Juice will perform on Thursday, March
9, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Aun Ar-
bor. For informallon, call 896-8555.

© MISSION IMPOSSIBLE

Mission Impossible will perform on
‘Thursday, March 3, at Rick’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For Information, calk
996-2747.

® EYC

ETC will perform on Friday and Satur-
day, March 10-11, at Jameson's, 1312 N.
Main, Royal Oak. For (nformation, call
547-6470.

® REALM

Realm will perform along with :pccl.zl
guests, Acrophet and Entlce, on Fri
March 10, at Blondie's, 21139 S. St\mn
Mile, Detrolt. For information, call 353-
8108.

® FOGHAT

Foghat will prrform on Friday, March
10, at Harpos, 14238 Harper, off 194, De-
trolt. Tickels are $5. For (nformation,
calf 823-6400.

® REZ

Rez Band will perform with speclal
gucsts, Mercy Rul and Sacred Warrior,
at 7:30 pm. Friday, March 10, at The
Redford Theater, Lahser Road, a half
block north of Grand Rlver Aveaue,
Derolt. Tickets are $12.50 in advance.
For Information, call $61-4599.

® COLORFUL TRAUMA
Coforfu) Trauma, along with Dancing

COLLEGE

Caey,

Smoothies, will perform on Friday,
March 10, at the Redford Township Com- ,
munity Center, 12121 Hemingway, a half
mile west of Beech Daly Road, Redford.
from the show wil benefit Red-
ford Assisting Local Youth (RA.L.Y.).

® RAGGAMUFFIN

Raggamuifin will perform on Friday, .
Mareh 10, a1 Lili's 21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos.
Campavu, Hamtramck. For Informatlon,
«cal) 875-6555.

@ 3D INVISIBLES

3D Iavisibles will pecform with spe-
cial guests, Victms of Circumstance, on
Friday, March 10, at Hamtramck Pub,
2042 Canifl, off 1.75. For information,
call 365-9760.

® REPLACEMENTS

‘The Replacements will perform al 8
p.m. Friday, March 10, at the Michigan
Theatre, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. He-
served tickets are $16.50 {n advance, For
inforsmalion, call §5-MUSIC.

® COMMUNITY CONCERT

David Watson, Felice, Surrender, Argo-
sy and Cosmic Leltovers wilf alt perform
on Friday, March 10, at the Paradigm
Center for the Arts, 1437 Randolph, De-
trait. A donatioa of 83 Is requested. Far
inforniation, call 548-7235 or 541-8853.

® FINAL WARNING

Final Warning will perform with spe-
clal guests, Salemn Promise, on Satur-
day, March 11, ai Blondie's, 21139 W.
Seven Mile, Detroit. For information. call .
535-8108.

® BODBY EAST

Bobby East will perform alosg with
special guests, Autograph and Rock Can-
dy, on Saturday, March 11, at The Ritz.
94 Mile and Frazho, Roseville. -

® KAREN MONSTER

Karen Monster will perform on Sature
day, March 11, at Lil's 21, 2930 Jacob,
off Jos. Campau, Hamtramck. For tnfor-
mation, call 875-6555.

@ STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

Strange Bediellows will perform with
apectal guests, The Shakers, on Saturday,
Mareh 11, at Hamlnmcl Pub, 2048 Can-
Ut, off I-75. For information, call 365
$760.

© BLUES FESTIVAL

‘The Detroit Blues Band, Little Jr. Can-
paday, The Alligators, Code Blue and
Harmonica Shah will all perform &t the
Blind Pig Winter Blues Bash from 8 p.m.
to 2 a.m. Saturday, March 11, at The
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For
Information, call 996-8555,

® MICHELLE SHOCKED

Michelle Shocked will perform on Sun-
day, March 12, at Saint Andrew’s Hall,
431 E. Congress, Detroit, Tickets are
$12.,50 in advance. For information, call
99-MUSIC.

® VIOLENT FEMMES

Violen: Pemmes will performat 8
Saturday, March 18, at Bil! Auditcr!
In Ann Arbor. Tickels are $16.50. For in-
formation, call 99-MUSIC.

LOCAL

Here are the top 10 songs recelving alr-
play on WORB-FM 90.3, the campus sta-
tion of Oakland Community College Ore-
hard Ridge Campus.

l Mnlm‘cy e)e,” Love and Rockets.
2. t Great American Whale,” Low
Reed.
3.“T'll Be With You,” neph&mnu.
ne Time,” New
5.“Welcome to Paradise,” Prml 242
me Out Flghting." Easter Homse.,
nk Rock Girl,” Dead Miikmen.
lack Velvet,” Lilse Time.
9. “Walking After Mldnlght” Cawbay

Juokles.
10. “Red Berry,” Wonder Staff.

Here are the 1op 10 songs receiving air: .
play on “Detrolt Music Scene.” which is
beard on WDTR-FM $0.9 ¢-5 p.m. Sun-
days (repeated 5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays).

“Perfect 1o Autumn,” Jagglers &
'l'h]:\u.
2. "This Is John Galt.” F‘l‘nn 4
3."Chiara,” Fly Away Hair.
4. “How Did You Know," Stane.
5. ndng Llne. Bobby East.
6. trange Bedfeliows.
1.
3,
9.

Job P«ell Doge.” Hellam 3,

Tt's So Late,” Re

“I Coulda't Smile,” Junk Moakeys, -
10. “Bart's Reunlon Party,” Frank Alll.
300 & the 04d Sox.

FLIP FLOP

— Guadalcanal
Diary

More fun from Georgia.

Fans of Guadalcanal Diary's pre-
vious three albums will also enjoy
this one. The band produces more its
brand of rolllcking rock’n’roll on
“Flip Flop," although at times with-
out as much passion or verve.

By now Murray Attaway and
crew's formula is’ fairly famillar.
Lay down some heavy rockers
{“Look Up!," “'Likes of You,"” “Whis-
key Talk”), throw In a couple of
hcady ballads (“Hlppy Home,” “Ten

 toss in & pinch of psychede-
lia ("l-‘nde Out") nnd add at least one
off-the-wall number (. . . Vista").

The band doesn't m!ly break any
new musica) group, except on “Ba-
rometer,” a fantastic plece of funk

~~rock which showcases Jeff Walls'
searing guitar, Walls omnipresent,

~ZTownshendian guitarwork and John
Poe's thunderous drumming pmlde
, the musical anchor for the band, pa
ticylarly on “Fade Out” and “Pmny
I8 as Pretty Does."

The first single, “Always Satur-
day,” is a comlcal fantasy about llv-
ing Ip a constant weekend ("I wish 1
fived in a shopping mall"). The song
is tailor-made for FM radio. But

that's OK, since thelr Athentan
predecessars, REM., are scoring
blg commercial success at the
momcnl and the Diary ls just as
deservin,

LyrlCﬂlly. the album Is vague. Bit-
terncss is abundant, mostly directed
at the wealthy, Overall, the band
lacks the genuine crealivity it has
shown In the past on such songs as
“Watusi Rodco" and "Little Birds."

“Ten Laws" is one cxception. It
declares the 10 commandments out-
dated and decrles the world's immo-
rality. Attaway sarcastically snarls
the chorus: “Ten laws to break /10
laws brolcnIMy. how we've grown.”

“Flip Flop” Is a keeper. But the
time has come for Guadalcanal Di-
ary to move forward and break out
of the Athens mold.

«— John Cortez

BELEZA
TROPICAL

— Braznhan
Classics No. 1

No, no, don't automatically skip
past this after reading the album
Utle. OK, so maybe the thoughts of a
compltation of Braxllian songs
doesn't exactly st your heart rac-
ing, but the fact that it is

casy-listening fallacy when hearing
the album. Acoustic gultars and
soothing, happy volces abound. The
first six songs on side one are very

by David Byrne of Talking Heads
should be something to grab your at-
tentlon by the car,

‘There is some Interesting informa-
tlon on the slceve, written by Byrne,
about the history of of Brazillan mu-
sic. Most notable is how casy it l: to
mistake the lightness and
rhythms of the musie {or bland mld-
dle-of-the road radlo schlock when in
fact many of the artists on this
record were viewed as dangerous by
the milltary regimes of the late ‘603
and 708, and were foreed luto exile
by the lhrmls they posed.

As may be surmised by thls, most
of the nnl:ts on the compllalion
have been around for a long time.
_They are cultural heroes In
own country and some have made
more than 28 LPs already.

It 1s quite easy to fall victim to the

and are of the
so-called “world music,” 1e. Sunny
Ade, Ladysmith Black Mambaro,
etc., in that umy keep that happy
bouncy guitar {eel

It is wmewh&t “off-putting” not
be able to understand what Is being
sung, but I guess thal's as much my
fault as it it thelrs.

Thankfully, the inncr sleeve hasa
English translation of the lyrics
printed alongside the Brarllan ver-
sion, and 1t is here that the main
strength of the songs are found.

For me, the first six songs have
the best comblnation of melody and
1yrics, while the remaining songs are
somewhat lacking In the former de-
partment, but still manage {0 retain
the marvelous lyrics.

‘This album, I'm sure, will be a big
hit on daytime WDET shows.

— Cormac Wright

JUGGLERS
AND THIEVES

— Jugglers
and Thieves

The slickly produced debut release
from Livoola's Jugglers and Thieves
is a maze of musical Inconsistency.

Imagine an unnatural mixture of
Kate Bush, The Cars and Loverboy
and you'll get some idea of the vari-
om sound emanating from this

'me best thing going for the band
is the full-throttle throat of vocalist/
keyboardist Crissy McCall. Sbe has
the effortless range of Bush, and her
powerfal pipes are packed with as
much raw ecmotion as Maria
McKee's, although she hasn't quite
harnessed it.

The words that she sings are a
drawback. The scasonal and tempo-
ral images glossing the album are
limp and cuche Sorne lnes are plain
laughable, as from “Springtime,”
“Life should be UvM[For it's oot
here too long.™

The lyrics aren't uu only prodlem,
as shown In the awfal instrumental
“Mara’s Song.” The song starts like a
cosmic “Dark Slde of t.he Moon™ out-
take, and then cranks Into what
could be the theme to a mid-"708
biker movie.

Despite that, the potential of Jug-
glers and Thieves to produce quallty -
rock'n'roll shines lhrough on two
songs co-written by McCail and has-
sist JIl Zimba, “Released
and “Train Tracks” The latter hu
more cohestveness than any other ..
track. It features rhythmic smare .
drumming by Colln OBrien and ..
clean, melodious guitar lines from
Matthew Sage and Paul Cortez (o~
relation, T think). "

These two ump are the only;,
highlights on the record, but they ,.
prove that ihe band can succeed In

adventurous sounds. They
don't have (o ‘make rmusic wilh

be rescued by McCall's acroballe ;
volce.

All Jugglers and Thieves noeds b )
some musical direction and some ;,
be‘.lcr Iyrics. Or stop printing lyric

— John Coﬂu

oy




