STREET CRACKS
Townsend charges to top

By Larry O'Connor
staff wrlter

Hollywood no longer asks Robert
Tawnsend I it's cash or charge.

With him, they know it's comedy.

Of course, Tinsel Town neceded
some convincing,

The bright young actor, comedlan
and filmmaker had (o drain his bank
account and churge $40,000 on his
credit cards in order to finance his
first movie, “Hollywood Shuffie.”

‘Townsend wrote, produced, direct-
ed and starred in the comedy hit,
which has since grossed $10 milllon.

After the success of “Hollywood
Shuffle” and his latest fllm “Mighty
Quinn,” Townsend's stock s on the
rise as a writer and actor, but stand-
up comedy Is sti}] one of his maln

ursults.

“1 really enjoy what I do,” sald
Townsend, whe wlli perform on Sat-
urday at the Fisher Theatre in De-
troit, “and I try to sharc Robert.
That's really the toughest part, shar-
ing Robert, sharing my views, what I
belicve in,

“It’s like being naked.”

Returning to (he comedy stage
makes the circle complete for Town-
send. He began polishing his stand-
up routine tn New York after gradu-
ating from Hunter College.

HE BLAZED the comedy tralls
with another upstart comedlan. His
name: Eddle Murphy.

In fact, Townsend and Jurphy

COMEDY CLUBS

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send us the information:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric, 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150.

® CHAPLIN'S EAST

Heywood Baoks will appear
‘Wednesday through Saturday, March
8-11, at Chaplin's East, 34244 Groces-
beck, Fraser. Showlimes are 8:30
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday and

Monday, March 6, 1889 O&E

were the two finalists In an audition
{or a spot on “Saturday Night Live."
Murphy nat only got the part, but
went on to instant stardom. Town-
send later produced Murphy's con-
cert movle, “Raw."”

Townsend was left behind to toli
on the nightelub circult. Undaunted,
he began working on other aspects of
hls eareer, such as writing and act-

ing.

The latter proved frultful, landing
him parts in such flims ag “Ameri-
can Flyers” and “Soldicr's Story“
along with Denzel Washington (who
co-stars jn “‘Mighty Quinn™).

Nonetheless, Townsend was frus
trated by Hollywood and the llmited
roles there were for blacks in mov-
ies. “Hollywood Shuffle” was a seml-
nuioblographlul palnting of that.

The film was not only humorous,
but proved a point. And perhaps the
work of Townsend and Splke Lee
will epen the door for other black
Iilmmakers as well.

“I think It has had an effect,”
Townsend sald, “and I have scen
some changes. There's stlll not
enough.

“I think Spike Lee and myself
want to do something about the im-
ages that we disagree with. Making
fllms s the only way to change
that."

Already, Townsend 1s buslly work-
Ing en the script for another film.
Durlng the phone Interview, the whir
of the compulcer printing the manu-
script for “Heartbeats” could be

heard in the background.

THE FILM is about a black sing-
Ing group simllar to stand-up groups
like the Spinners and Four Tops and
focuses on the friendship that devel-
ops between the members.

Stand-up comedy somehow {inds a
place In it all. Although he's noted
for film and television work, the
stage Is the glue that holds it all to-
gether for Townsend.

“It's therapeutic,” he said. “When
you get out there and you start work-
ing your chops, I discover a lot of
things about me that I dldn't know
before.

“I let my guard down and I discov-
er all these things. It's great.”

Townsend's calling card is being
able to find humor in any situatlon,
whether as a struggling aclor/come-
dian in New York or grawlng up one
of four children on the tough west-
side of Chicago.

At 16, he became a member of
The Experimental Black Actars
Guild, and later, Second City. Town-
send was started on the Jaugh path.

Townsend lists a wide variety of
comedic influences, from Lily Tom-
lin to Danny Kaye, from Rlchard
Pryor to Bill Cosby. The latter might
be used 1o compare both Townsend
and fellow comedian Eddie Murphy
in their carly days.

“I wasn't as clean as Cosby,”.

Townsend said. “1 was a little blue,

Despite his success as an actor and filmmaker, stand-up comedy

send’s maln pursuits,

but Eddie was on the cdge.”

In tlmes of shock comedy, such as
Sam Klnison, Eddic Murphy and
Richard Pryor, Townsend takes a
less abraslve approach to humor. He

8:30 p.m, and 10:30 p.m. Frilday and
Saturday, For Informatlon, call 792-
1902

® CHAPLIN'S WEST

Glenn Farrlngton will perform on
Tuesday through Saturday, March 7-
11, at Chaplin’s West, 16890 Tele-
graph Road, south of Six Mile, De-
treit. For information, call 533-8866.

© COMEDY SPORTZ
Comedy Sportz at the Heldelburg
will bave Improvisational comedy at

8:30 pm. and 11 pm. Friday and
Saturday. The club Is at 215 N. Maln,
Ann Arbor, Showtimes arc 8:30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. For reservatlons, call
995-8888.

©® TED HOLUM

Ted Holum will perform Wednes-
day threugh Saturday, March 8-11,
at Joey's Comedy Club, 36071 Plym-
outh, west of Wayne Road, Livonia.
Showtimes are 8 p.m. Wednesday
and Thursday and at 8 p.m. and 10:30
p.m. Friday and Saturday. Thursday

is no smoking nlght. For Informa-
tion, call 261-0555.

® COMEDY CASTLE

Denuals Wolfberg wlll appear Tues-
day threugh Saturday, March 7-11,
at Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle,
2593 Woodward, Berkley. Showtimes
are 830 pm. Tuesday through
Thursday and 8:30 p.m. and 11 p.m.
‘Friday and Saturday. For rescrva-
tlons, call 542-9900.
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Paul Taylor Dance Company
In Cooperation With

Thorn Apple Valley

Fri. & Sat., March 10& 11, 8:00 P. M
Sun., March 12, 2:00P.M.
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Arthur Miller’s
A View From The Bridge
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keeps It clean because, “I think my
mother would kill me if she heard
me talklng like that.”

IN THE END, Townsend belleves
whatever works best depends on the
indlvidual.

“I love Richard Pryor. I dig what
he does” Townsend said. “But I
ean’t do 1t. If 1 try I'll hear, “Robert
why did you curse? It doesn't look
good on you, man.”

“Then there’s confrontational type
of humor. . . . I'm not into the black

is still one of Robert Town-

versus white thing,” he added. *I get
unromfortable in that arena. But
Richard Pryor will say, ‘white peo-
ple arecrazy. . . He'll pour it out.

“There's a dlfferent zone there. .-

I'm more of an artsy comedlan, like
a plcture. In the end, you know who I
am."”

Robert Townsend will perform
at 8 p.m. Saturday, March 11, at
the Fisher Theatre in Detroit.
Tickets are $21.50 and $18.50. For
information, call 872-1000.

The Detroit Kennel Club

7151: Annual Dog ShoW

For information dia)
DKC Hotline
DKC-SHOW

352-7469

Scottish Terrice

Sunday, March 12, 1989 @ Cobo Center

Cl luldren undler 12 & Se; nxurl‘mxrm ........ § 1.00
Adults . $ £
Family Pass (’.’ adulss, hhll(lr\—n) ..$15.00

Tickets

lable at Cobo Center and

(313) 423-6666
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LOUNGE

Fine Nerthern italian

. and Continental Cuisine S

1st ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
March 6th thru 11th

25% OFF ALL DINNERS

Serving Business Lunches

Fri., March 17, 8:00 P.M. Monday thru Friday =
e
Music Hall Box Office 963-7680 « Charge By Phone 423-6666 3 LE 1,,;.“ ' g,bu,
_ DINING HOURS 645 E. Big Beaver -
Tickets At All  T=EgEErs Qutlets Including R T 1 Block West of Rochester
AAA And Hudson’s oL A 689-6920 - -
- i

Donate Blood.
=

Wellbkip
Wilva*

s unouncing Ons cm
DINNER FOR TWO!
Served Mon. thru Fri, Afcec 4 pn.
« B.B.Que Spn:nbl 1298
o New Zealand

White Fish ‘11,98
o Lasagm *10.9%
M Saux«d Pork Chops  *12.95

vt smap o saled,
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Foeertaumert Dy Moy,

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
LUNCHES FROM '3.95
30325 W. 6 MILE
‘LIVONIA
421-7370
Hours: MoaFil, 11 s.me2 s.m.
Sar. 3 sl s Entecsinment
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Country
Crafts Show

Ladbroke DRC

Friday, March 10th -
Saturday, March 11¢h - 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m,
Sunday, March 12th - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ,
. Free Parking e Children Admitted Free: = .

Call 525-7300 for information
DETROIT RACE COURSE * 1-96 at Middlcbelt Livonia

3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.




