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bouglnu Whitten, an elghth grader from East Middle School,
was one ol several older students visiting Alameds Early Child-

RANDY BORST/stalf phologeaphor

hood Center March 1 for the launch of Natlonal Reading Month.
Here, he reads students a book.

Spotlight’s
on reading
in schools |

Reading is one of the educatlonal
basies, and a number of Farming-
ton schools are gearing up with
special programs this month, des-
ignated National Reading Month.

At both Alameda and Falrview
early childhood centers, students
and staff are celebrating the month
by focusing on the young reader.

At Alomeda, the month was
launched March 1, with East Mld-
dle School students performing a
musical version of Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs. The older stu-
dents then visited each classroom
and read to the younger children.

Other activities throughout the
month Include storytelling, bed-
time stories, and a program asking
parents to record titles of books
they read to thelr children, then en-
couraging pareats to contlnue

reading. Each door In the school s
decorated this month with a differ- 77
ent story. “

AT FAIRVIEW on Friday, chil- |
dren will come to school dressed as’(
book characters. In addition to en- |
couraging reading throughout thel’
month, the school will have a'|
“character paradc™ followed by a |
balloon launch.

At East Middle School, March'|*
was launched with students wear-’
ing readable buttons for “tead a
button day.”

Other activities includ a book-,
mark contest, poster/art project
contest and a student councll book ™
donation project. Special reading’
oriented weeks will inciude: leisure
reading wecek, author/story week

Self-serve card
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IF THE customer's purchase ls
Express Credit or Debit, the custom-
er’Inserts and removes his card, fol-
lowing instructions on the display
screen.

The customer dispenses the
amount of gasollne he wants, re-
places the nozzle and walts for the
receipt.

is latest way to charge

‘It seems fine so far.

Our only concern

is if oil companies decide to totally

computerize.’

— Dan Loepp
gas dealer director

P
If paying inslde, the
presses the Pay Inside button and
pays the cashier after dispensing the
gasollne.

THE MOBIL statlon at Grand
River and [-96 also has the reader.
were Installed in July, manager Con-
nle Vowel said she had employees
out at the pump to educate custom-

ers,
“Customers really liked it,” she
sald.

Vowel also mentioned the problem
of jammed receipts.

“With this cold weather and the

malsture, the receipt tapes jam. I
have to go out dally and unjam them.
Another problem Ls when a customer
rips the recelpt off too soon, the next
one will be jammed,” Vowel said.

TWO FARMINGTON Shell sta-
tlons, at 12 Mite and Mlddlebelt and
12 Mile and Orchard Lake Road, use
the readers. Readers at Shell sta-
tlons work basically the same way
as those at Mobll stations.

“I've had more positive reactlon
than negative to them,” sald Denls
Carmody of Twelve Mile and
Middicbelt Shell. “With this cold

weather, people don't take the time
to learn to operate the machines.”

He cited one Instance of jammed
recelpts during the elght weeks since
the readers have been installed.

ACCORDING TO Darryl Marx of
Marx Auto Care on Orchard Lake
Road and 12 Mile, u Shell statlon, the
reader is used by 60 percent of cus-
tomers who use credit cards,

“They're great,” Marx said. “But
we're still training some of our cus-
tomers.”

1t was “llke a nightmare” educat-

Parents ask for sibling
choice at Highmeadow
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programs this year, not including
those {rom private programs, ac-
cording o assistant superintendent
Mary Lou Ankele.

There are another 55 children who
didn’t make it In last year’s High-
meadow lottery whose parents asked
that they be kept on a walting list.
Aokele sald she had already had 7!
calls this year asking about when an-
other lattery would be held.

2‘Ovr dllemma Ls not an casy one,”
Agkele sald. “I can only recommend
te;the board our position — there arc
a Yot of klds who want this kind of
schoal.”

PARENTS SAID they have waited
since the creatlon of Highmeadow
lait year for the district to formu-

late a pollcy addressing siblings.

Highmeadow PTA president Sue
Shaplro sald she heard about the ad-
ministrative policy at a soclal event,
and was upset that the district had
not glven parents | .
a say In the deci-
slon. But she sald -
after the Feb. 28 °
meeting, she was i
optimlistic about
the board's consid-
eratlon.

Parents
:gﬁ““n u‘;{ﬂ{g‘; Highmeadow
would be in the in- PTA feader
terest of the family unlt. Several
parents sald they had children In
multiple achools; one sald she would
be shuttling between four schools In
the comlng school year.

g
o
4

“Parents at Highmeadow have
been made to feel they have an im-
portant role and they have played it
well these flrst few months,” said
parent Chris Modrack, also an ele-
mentary school tcacher with the
Northvilie district. “We have that
high level of Involvement, and 1
think we have to protect it. Remem-
ber we were there when you needed
us.”

“THERE'S NO necessary reason
for last year's policy to be this year’s
policy,” added another parent, Bruce
F

'ay.

“New that Highmeadow Is a reall-
ty, your responsiblity to High-
meadow as a community ks greater
than the community as a whole.

“I would ask an overrullng of the
aplnion of your adminlstration.”

Firm asks spending reports
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NUTTER SAID no final declsion
had been made with regard to the
matter.

He cited attorney/cllent privilege
as; the maln reason for the original
vorbal denial, and said glving such
information “might be construed as
improper.” Superintendent Graham
Lewis and Deputy Superintendent
Michael Flanagan were involved
with the origlnal request; both are
out of town for several days and
could not respond.

‘Anderson sald he was told the dis-
trict was concerned that the request-
ed Informatlon would be used as part

of a lawsuit the Taxpayers United
for the Mlichigan Constitution has
{iled against the Troy school district.
Headlee, currently chalrman of the
board for Alexander Hamilton, also
heads the taxpayers group. He is the
author of the 1878 Headlee Tax Lim-
itation Amendment,

In response to the Troy charge,
Anderson said “that’s news to me.”
He also added that a school district
“has no business asking a citizen
about thelr purposes. That’s public ;
informatlon.”

THE TROY district is being chal-
lenged by the group, after it decided
to build a new high school after vot-

ers turmned down two bond issues.
The snafu has also prompted a recalt
agalnst the six members who sup-
ported a new schoal.

Anderson bas not sald what, if
anything, Alexander Hamilton might
do If school officials deny the re-
quest.

According to the Freedom of In-
formation Act passed by the state
leglslature in 1976, the company
may take the malter to the Oakland
County Circuit Court if the request is
denled. 1f the court finds a publle
body has violated the FOI Act, It
may award actual and compensato-
ry damages, plus punltive damages
of $500.

Seat manufacturer moves to Hills

\Tachi-S Engincering US.A. bas
Just opened an englneering, research
and development facility in Farm-
ington Hills.

‘Tachi-S Engincering is a subsidi-
aty of TachiS Con}papy. Ld., Ja-

covers in the United States.

‘With the opening of its new Farm-
ington Hlils englneering facility, Ta-
chi-S Engineering ia able to do total
seat development, prototype design,
fabrication and testing, and produc-

tion

pan's only P
seat manufacturer, The move was
miade to provide better engineered
s¢ating for Lhe increasingly complex
r¢quirements of the American auto-
muu:;n;rtet ring, through s
‘Tachl-S En;
gineering, b

Tach!-S engineers will work close-
1y with auto manufacturers In the
United States In designing and pro-
duclng seating as they do in Japan
and otber countries.

The transfer of these advaoced en-

means that

Jalnt venture
tdm headquariered In Ann Arbor
_agd Setex Inc. of St. Mary's Ohlo, is

" now manufacturing full seat trim

automakers in the United States wilt
now have access to second and third
generation seat technology.

“Seatlng is where man and ma-
chine meet,” sald Tach!-S.

*“Qur endeavor Is to better under-
stand and satisfy three primary ob-
jectlves," sald business planning
manager, Cary Bean. “These objec-
tives are to maintaln and excecd fed-
erally regulated safety standards,
provide an optimum amount of driv-
or comfort and constantly seek new
designs that Increase cost effective-
ness and manufacturability,”

“Practically every new model
year comes with added demands for
weight reduction while retalning
strength and durability require-

d.

* ments,” Bean sal

ing people when the machines were
first Installed in May, Hodgson said.
People still fall to read the dircc-
tions and often push the wrong but-
tons, she sald.

“Pcople who are used to it have no
problem at all. People in a hurry ap-
preciate it,” she said.

Mike Ciesta, a tralnee mechanie at
the 12 Mile and Farmington Road
Mobil statlon, which offers a full ser-
vice bay, was both hot and cold on
the machine,

“A lot of peaple like it, but the re-
ceipts jam up too much,” he said.

ACCORDING TO Hodgson, credit
card gasoline purchases, in general,
have cost more per galion for the
last slx years, even before the self-
serve credit card reader was in-
stalled. Today, that amounts to ap-
proximately 4 cents more per gallon,
she said,

“In 1985, when we first opened,
the volume of gas purchases was

one-half what It is now,” Hodgson
sald. “They gave the machlnes to the
stations that had the heaviest credit
card users, Older people are more
hesitant to use It.”

James Fineran, a spokesman for
Dresser-Wayne, the Salisbury, Md.-
based manufacturer of the ma-
chines, sald It is company pollcy not
to answer phone inqulries,

IT IS too early to tell how success-
ful the sell-serve credit card reader
will be, sald Dan Loepp, executlve
director of the Mlchigan Service Sta-
tion Dealers Assoclation in Novi.

“It seems fine so far,” Loepp sald.
“Our only concern is if ol companles

and volunteer week. “

gas

The reader Is In 150 Shell locations:
throughout the United States, usually
the newest ones, Schmitz said.

SHELL BEGAN testing the readef -’
during the mid-1970s. Shell uses both "
the Dresser-Wayne and Gil Barco:.
readers. Both work quite well,:"
Schmitz said. N

Schmitz said he has never had'a’»
problem with jammed receipts o :
frozen buttons in Houston. -

“What we found happens, though,
Is that customers don't ask for a re- <
ceipt,” he said. “The machine only
gives a receipt If you ask for one.”

The reader s hooked to a tele- ©
phone lne linked to a computer that :

dlately checks cred- -

declde to totally "

Ed Schmitz, manager of market-
ing for Shell headquarters in Hous-
ton, sees the “island card reader,” as
industry spokesmen refer to it, as
the first step toward possible total
computerization. But be doubts that
it will ever occur.

It .

“If it's bad, it won't start,” I

Schmitz said. St
Schmitz compared the reader toa -

new feature on an automobile amd

called it a time saver. .
“I'm baslcally for it." he said
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WHATEVER YOUR SKI DESTINATION |
MAKE BAVARIAN VILLAGE YOUR
FIRST STOP FOR FUN. 1§

FASHION: Look great - ski great. Dazzle your
fri?:ndh? in a great new ski outfit for the slopes. Fashion
j is FU

MARCH SNOW: Snow is great just about3
anywhere you go. Out west skiing is fabulous. Up . :
north; Boyne, Nubs, Highlands, Sugarloaf, Crystal, § :
and Caberfas, FUN, FUN, FUN. Locally; Brighton, |-
Alpine Valley, Pine Knob, and Holly, just the best.

| SKI BETTER: Get your skis tuned today -You'll
ski better and have more FUN.

FUN SKIS: Get a new pair of naxt seasons skis t0- |
§ day. What could be more FUN than a pair of 1990 skis
that no one else has at a special introductory price.
BE NOTICED!

SKI TESTING: Our Bavarian Village Ski Test
Teams have been out west to Copper and this week
returned from Boyne. 35 dedicated men and women,
who love skiing just like you, testing new products
| for next season. We live and breathe skiing and would.
2 like to share our findings with you. - ~

WE HAVE EVERYTHING ;

. FOR YOUR SKI TRIP, -
SO YOU'LL HAVE MORE FUN .

OPEN DAILY 12 - 9pm., SAT. 10 - 5:3|
sVISA *MASTERCARD ¢DISCOVER *DINER
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