Fessler bill attacks police residency rules

By Tim Richard
stalf writor

A blg clty, a mld-slzed city and ru-
ra) townships all fired cannons at
state Sen. Rlchard Fessler's bills to
prohibit local residency require-
ments for pollee officers.

“We live in America,” Fessler, R-
Commeree, sald as the Senate Local
Government Commiitee opencd
hearings Jast week. “People should
have the right to work where they
can find it and live where they
want.”

Detrolt politictans, however, saw
white non-resident police officers as
~an occupying force,” declaring De-
(roit would Jose $20 million In clty
income tax callectlons and consumer
spending i officers could move to
subnrbia.

THE SENATE panc) heard tesii-
mony for two hours but took no vote
on SB 79 through 85.

fy the time ihe hearlng cnded,
chairman Harmon Cropsey, R-Deca-
tur, and members Rudy Nlchols, It-
aterford, and George Z. Hart, D-
Dearborn, kad departed for other en-
gagements, deaving only {wo
senators in the room.

The change would require seven
bills because home rule cities, villag-
es, generat law townships and char-
ter townships are affeeted.

Unlon contracts with residency re-

N would
Fessler sutd, but unlons would be

. B iz /
Sen. Richard Fessler
job is where you tind il

free to negotiate the requirement out
once current pacts expire.

FESSLER INTRODUCED the
bills at the request of the Police Offi-
cers Association of Michigan
(POAM), headquariered in Livonia,

"You may have reservoirs of tal
ent that could be tapped.” said Fes-
sler, arguing that residency rules
limlt the Jabor pool from which gov-
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crnments can draw. “Out where 1
lived {as a youngster), you went Into
the police depariment or the army.”

Feszler said the residency rule Is
particelarly hard on the growing
numbers of women in law enforce-
ment. He cited a woman who had to
quit her Pontiac job because she
married and moved to Metamora.

Rich Ringer, a former 17-year
Westland pollce officer now on the
HOAM staff, cited a Detroit woman
officer who married a Bloomlield
Township officer. The couple main-
tained a residence in cach place unti)
the hushand Insisted she move to the
suburb. “The Detroil woman was
fired after 16 years,” said Ringer,
“You have to remember that most of
us were 21 years old when we joined
police depariments.”

He noted a Redford Township rule
Tequiring an applicant to be a resl-
dent for a full year before hiring was
struck down in court

DETROIT BUDGET dircctor Wal-
ter Stecher sald a residency rule was
in Detroit's 1888 city charter and

had been a polley, In one form or an-
other, ever since. The policy also ap-
plies to civilian employees,

“I understood the rule then,” said
Stecher, a city employee 32 years,
“and I understand It now. It has been
tested in court and upheld.”

He said a survey showed that 50
percent of Detroit offlcers and fire-
{ighters would live outside the city if
they could.

He said the $90 million loss figure
was calculated by Michael Thomsen,
a Wayne State Ul y p A
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If he witnessed a burglary, he
sald, “I wouldn't go In without
backup. 1 would call the pollce de-
partment. A citizen would do exactly
the same thing.”

She and Sen. Virgll Smith, D-De-
trolt, a committee member, repeat-
cdly referred to the 90 pereent white
police force of the 1960s as “an occu-
pying force designed Lo “keep blacks
under control.”

Jarrett-Jackson sald the current
force, 50-50 black and white, “allows
us to be very zealous In law enforce-
ment"” without alicnating residents.

SMALL TOWNS have the same in-
terest as Detroit, said Gene Thornton*-
of the Michlgan Townships Assocla-
tion. -
“When I was elected township su- -
pervisor, we had one police officer
who lived 30 miles away,” he said,
adding that thc officer'’s response

DETROIT AND POAM officials
clashed on the question of whether It

It covers [uss of resident income tax
Tevenue, properly lax revenue and
consumer spending. The consumer
spending figure was multiplied by
2.0 to yield what economists call
“the multiplier effect” of money
being spent and respent.

DEPUTY POLICE chlef Mary
Jarrett-Tackson, in charge of De-
trolt’s west side, said resldents today
“see a department that represents
lh(.:m. not only by race but by gend-
e

was an ad! ge to cily to
have armed policemen in town dur-
Ing off-duty hours.

Jarrett-Jackson sald  “response
time would be a critical issue,” ang
Sen. Smith said “a police officer's
duty doesn’t end with hls shift."

POAM's Ringer said the argument
was valid “years ago,” but today
“departments are leery of having
off-duty officers carry wecapons for
liabillty reasons.”

Ringer said “the last thing I want
to do (off-duty} is become involved in
a nelghbur’s dumestic quarrel”

tme in emergencies was cut when*
he took the pollce car hame.

David Osborn of the Michigan Mu-
niclpal League said residency is @ .
heme rule issue and a negotiable la.”
bor item. “That's what local officials
are for,"” he said.

Robert Posthuma, exccutive di- »
rector of the Coalition to Improve
Public Safety in Grand Rapids, op-
posed the Fessler bills, stressing
“community tics” and the home rule” .
Issue.

Anti-surrogate loophole plugged

By Tim Aichard
staff writer

The state Senate moved to tighten
Michigan's anti-surrogate parenting
law by prohibiting surregate gesta-
tion for pay.

“We're making ertminals out of
peaple eager to have children,” pro-
tesied Sen. Jack Faxon. D-Farming-
ton Hills, who opposes the measure.

The current law, passed in 1988,
prohibits paylng a woman whose
ovum s artificially inseminated
with the sperm of a man who would
later adopt the chlld.

The new bill, on its way to the
llouse, extends that law (o cover an
already-fertilized egg of one woman

being implanted In a surrogate who
is patd to bear the couple’s child.

PASSAGE CAME on a 325 vote
Wednesday after an hour of sharp
debate.

Among arca senators, only Faxon
wvated no.

Supporting the Binsfeld bill were
Republicans Doug Cruce of Troy,
Richard Fessler of Commerce, Rob-
ert Geake of Northville and Rudy
Nichols of Waterford; and Demo-
crats William Faust of Westland and
George Z. Hart of Dearborn.

The legislative efforts are almed
directly at Dearborn attorncy Nocl
Keane, who is paid by couples with-
out children to match them with a

Faxon said the child is that of the;
sperm donor and egg donor, rven if
gestation occurs in a second woman.
“That should not be prohibited,” he
sald. Faxon otfered an amendment
to declare that the “natural” mother
is the “egg” mother and not the ges.
tation mother, but it was rejected.

woman who will bear a baby for
them. Typical fees: $10,000 for
Keane, $10,000 for the surrogate
mother.

MOST OF the debating was done
by opponents, who called it “anti-
family.”

“I don’t think the state should be
in the business of making adoption
more difficult,” said Sen. Joe Con-
roy, D-Flint. “It’s very difficult to
adopt a baby other than onc from
Mexico or South America.

“We have couples who get mar-
ried at (age) 27 or 29 and find out too
late they can't have children.”

Sen. John Kelly, D-Detralt, called
the bitl “anti-nuclear famlly.”

“WE WENT through all those ar-"
guments for five years” sald
Binsfeld. "Thls amendment clarifies |
the intent of the law.”

She noted the law was passed with
30 votes (n the 38-member Senate -
and 90 of the 110 House members. |

Binsfeld said there is a bond be-
tween the woman who has borne the
child and the child.
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