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Patrick Nowak (left),
SMART chairman, ‘has
good standing with
President Bush's
Administration,’ sald
general manager Albert
Martin, adding, ‘I used
to get beaten up.’

Racist deeds are
legal dead wood

(AP) — Property deeds discriml-
natlng against minoritics may be of-
fensive but will stay on the books in
Michigan because they're non-bind-
ing and toe difficult to remove, offi-
cials say.

Jack Hays, corporation counsel
for Oakland County, says deed re-
strletions are meaningless because
of the 1968 U.S, Falr Houslng law
ard other federal and state laws,

“They have no force, so there's no
sense In anybody getting those things
removed,” sald Lynn Allen, Oakland
County's clerk and register of deeds.
“You have to go to court; It’s a pain.
You have to get the signatures of ev-
crybody in the plat. It gets quite
cumbersome.”

“They used to bave quite a few re-
strictlons, such as race, religion and
so ferth. But since the passing of
varlous laws, those are null and void.
The only restrictions you find eon
newer plats might be something that
says no fences or no garages that
aren’t attached to the house,” he
sald.

JAMES HORN, spokesman for
Michigan's Department of Clvi)
Rights, sald, “I'm sure, with the fed-
erat regulatlons out there as well,
(hose deed restrictlions are better off
left dead than to try to enforce
{them). I'm wondcring why the coun-
ties haven'y gone througn the books
;:nddclcancd up laws 1o the law of the
an

“Basieally, the complaints we get
in housing are flled in renting on the
basis of martlal status, children or
race.”

: A sectlon of 1946 deed restrictlons
for Rolllng Acres in Oakland County
says: “None of the sald lots. . . shall
be used or occupied by any person

. other than the caucaslan race,
cxcepl servants of other races may
be employed as such.

“I was shocked,” sald Lorl Cholo,
a White Lake Townshlp resldent who
learncd of the restriction when she
became seeretary of the 100-home
Rolllng Acres Beach Assoclation last
year. “My mother-in-law llved here
for 40 years and she didn’t even real-
ize it was there”
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SUCH RESTRICTIONS, passed at
the turn of the century or as late as
the 1950s, still are found on deeds
across Michigan and the natlon, Al-
len said.

Nancy Havlland, chairweman of
the Michigan Assoclation of Regis-
trars of Deeds and the register in
Livingston County, sald she was un-
famlliar with raclal or rellglous re-
strictions on newer deeds.

By Tlm Richard
staff writer

SMART, the new suburban transit
system, wlil seek $5 milllon from the
federal government to replace some
of the flect’s aging buses,

“Monies were dlverted from line
buses to the (downtawn Detroit) Peo-
ple Mover. The average years loft
went down from elght years to two
years,” said Ben Gianpettront, a Ma-
comb County staff member.

Gianpettroni, SMART board chair-
man Patrlek Nowak and general
manager Albert Martin told Oakland
County’s general government com-
mittee last week how cost overruns
on the Pcople Mover nol only
dralned capital from the suburban
system but gave the reglon a bad
name jn Wasklngton.

SMART, BY state law, is the sue-

Rob Swectgall
walkers' guru

vesssor of SEMTA, the Southeatern
Mlchigan Transpartatlon Authority,
As (e officlals told it, SEMTA
budgeted the People Mover, a 2.7
mlle elevated electric car Hne clr-
cling Detroit’s downtown, at $137
millllon. “It came In at $200 mllllon,”
sald Martin, who became SEMTA's
general manager late in that period.
“SEMTA had to commit the capi-
tal costs. We were prohlbited from
even applylng (to Washington} for
cnp!ull funds {for buses) In 1982-3-4-

Evculuully, SEMTA turned over
the People Mover project to the clty
of Detrolt.

Last year the Michlgan Legisla-
ture dissolved SEMTA, crealed a
small umbrella agency called the
Reglonal Transit Commlsslon, and
left Detroit to run its system and
SMART to run suburban buses.

DESCRIBING how federal Urban
Mass Transit Authority (UMTA) offi-
clals grected him, Martin sald, "I
used to get beaten up.”

But he said SMART chairman
Nowak, a deputy Oakland County ex-
ecutlve and active Republican, “has
good standing with President Bush's
AdmiInstration.

“I'm optimistic. Untll we put a dlf-
ferent face on our governing board,
we couldn’t get anywhere with the
administration. Now Lhere are some
real possibilities.”

Nowak saw no major revenue In-
creases on the horizon. “Bush wlll
tlghten even mare than Reagan. And
there will be no blg expanslon of
state funding.”

Nowak sald the new SMART
board, which toak over last month,
“wrung out $2 milllon from adminis-
tration expenses” to use on bus ser-
vice.

Glanpettroni added the SMART
board will nat ask taxpayers for new
money “until It satlsties Itsclf it has
made the most effective use of the
present money.”

SEMTA WAS an umbrella agency
for the seven-county reglon, recely-

SMART seeks U.S. cash for aging buses

ing $90 million in federal operating
grants. It kept $31 milllon to run
suburban buscs and service to down-
town Detrolt and passed (he rest on
to Lhe city of Detrolt.

SMART, which stands for Subur-
ban Mobility Autherity Rapid Trans.
It, has a fleet of 200 buses. Because
of the recession and federal aid cuts,
Glanpcettonl sald, the suburbs saw
bus service scaled back 50 pereent in
1982-3.

* But the suburbs need bus service,
he went on. During the 1980s, dally
work trips have decllned from west-
ern Wayne County to Detrolt and
from Macomb County to Detrolt, but
they have increased within Oakland
County, within western Wayne Coun-
ty, within Macomb County and be-
tween Macomb and Oakland coun-
ties.

Mecanwhile, In the econemlc recov-
ery of the last six ycars, the suburbs
have gained 527,000 jobs — 231,000
in Qakland, 126,500 in suburban
Wayne and 126,500 in Macomb.

Top walker due at Beaumont

Rob Sweetgall, author and fitness
advocate, will brings hls message to
the area Saturday, March 18, n 2
program sponsered by the Commu-
nity Health Education department at
Willtam Beaumont Hospital,

To aticend, register by March 10 by
calllng Beaumont's Communlty
Health Education department at
258-3758. The hospital is at 3601 13
Mile (west of Woodward), Royal
Qak.

Sweetgalt will discuss walking and
welght control 1-3 p.m, In the audlto-
rium of Beaumont’s Corporate Ser-
vlces Bullding. Admission Is free and
open to the public.

Swectgall will also speak in con-
Junction with Beavmont’s annual
cardlac patlent breakfast and
awards ceremony, to be held earller
that day.

"Rob chclxall is the founder ang

dean ef fitness walking in this coun- .

try.” said Dave Parkinson, manager
of the Community Health Education
department. “Many people hesltate
to begin an exercise program be-
causc of the equipment, clothing and
facilitles required. Walking Is some-
thing mest everyonc can do with lit-
e expense or tralning.”

As founder and presldent of Cre-
ative Walking Inc., Sweetgall de-
signs walklng programs for schools,
corporatlons and health care organ.
{zatlons,
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