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OVING on.
Vince Wade, 42,
has left Channei 7's
Actlon News after
17 years to become senior
reporter/investigator far
Channel 2's Eyewitness News.

Armed with a three-year
contract, the Farmington Hills
resldent started work at WIBK-
TV Monday.

‘Wade had been working there
without a contract for 2%
years. He was the Ilrst TV
newsman to report the
disappearance of Teamsters
boss Jimmy Hoffa.

BACK on board.

Donald Munter was
reappointed to Farmington’s
histarical commission.

James Lanigan was
reappolnted to the Farmington *
Community Library Board,
representing Farmington.

WHAT’S the most
popular dog and cat name In
the Farmington arca?

Max, says Dr. John
Rlchardson, a Farmingion
veterlnartan, who recentiy
computerized office records.

Other popular names are
Brandy, Tiger, Sam, Glnger,
Pepper, Dusty. Smokey, Buddy
and Bandt

QUOTE of the week

The manager was
standing there . . . smiling, 1
don’t know what possessed me
but I asked him, ‘How would
lyou like to be a good

Samaritan?’ ’

— Judle Kleln, who recelved a
discount from a local Kmart on
items bought for a Highland Park
famlly whose home burned (sec
story this page).
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Trial set
to start
Tuesday

(7} split voto upholds
marital privilege, 11A

By Janico 8runson
stafl writor

FTER 39 months of waiting,

a Farmington Hills man

accused of murdering his

second wife Is expected to

go to trial Tucsday, The Michigan

Supreme Court this week ruled his

legal wife at the time of the shoot-

ing, who was his first wife, cannot
testify agalnst him.

A decorated Vietnam veteran,
Jon Vermeulen, 43, has been held
without bond in the Oakland Coun-
ty Jall on charges of flrst-degree
murder and felony firearms
session In the shooting death of Ur-
ime “Renae™ Lewis, 24

Approxlmately six weeks preg-
nant, she was shot to death Dee. 26,
1985, In the couple's two-bedroom
unit at Mulrwood Apartments,
Grand River and Drake.

“The statute (proteeting marital

Court: Spouse
can’t testify in
murder case

‘They followed my
argument. The
privilege applies.’
— John Lazar
Farmington Hills
appellate attorney

threatencd to kill Lewis if she ever
left him, according to Oakland
County Clreult Court records. Ver-
meulen contends he told Sharon,
who now lives out of state, he'd kill
himself if Lewis ever left him.

“THEY FOLLOWED my argu-
ment. The privilege applles,” sald
Farmington Hills appellate attor-
ney John Lazar, who argued the
case in Vermeulen's behalf before
the Supreme Court last April.

The law, which contains both
spousal privitege and communica-
tion privilege, bars one spouse
from testifying against the other
without the consent of both or un-
less ane spouse is the vietim.

““This is what the law Is. The high
court agreed with me, If there is to
be change, it must be changed leg-
islatively, not judiclally. Other-
wise, we have judlclal law-mak-
Ing,” Lazar said.

In December 1986, Mester over-
turned District Judge Michacl
Hand's rullng disallowlng Sharon's

ge) clearly and
ly provides that a spouse “may not
during the marriage or afterwards
be examined as to any communlea-
tlon made during the marriage,”
the high court sald in its 4-3 major-
ity oplnion, handed down Tuesday.

Lewls, a naturallzed citlzen from
Yugoslavia, was Vermeulen's see-
ond wife whom he had blgamously
wed slx wecks carlier In Las
Vegas.

Testimony of Sharon Vermuelen,
his first wile, Is based on a conver-
sation with her husband a week be-
fore the shooting, In which he

c previous May In 47th
Distrlct Court, Fnrmlnglnn

M&lcrs decislon was overturn-
ed by the Michlgan Court of
Appeals in August 1987, The Oak-
land County prosccutor asked the
Supreme Ceurt to rule on the ques-
lion n November 1987,

“1 disagree with the Supreme
Court’s ruling in this cpse,” Mester
sald Wednesday. “I believe my de-
cision was correct. But I respect-
fully accept thelr position because
they are the law of Lhe state.”

Mester set a speedy trinl date —
March 14, five working days after

e prmasio -

. Jon Vermeulen of Farmington Hills, in his Oaklond Countly
Jail cell last March, The picture inside the cell shows him and
the woman he is accused of murdering, Urimo “Renao” Lew-
is, at a happier time, thelr Las Vegas wedding on Nov. 11,
1985 — six weoks before her death.

the high court dectslon — because
“I have made a commitment to
thls case and glven It priority sta-
tus.” He had refused to sct a trlal
date until the Supreme Court ruled.

“I'LL BE there. We're ready to
go. Everybody wants this resolved
as s00n a3 possible” assistant Oak-
land County prosecuter John Slevin
sald Wednesday.

‘The high court rullng concerns
intent, according to Slevin.

“Intent is the issue, and that's
why we battled to get (Sharon's tes-
tlmony) introduced.

“This one plece of

fiie DMIDIET‘EPNENCANIHELL

There s some evldence we were
golng to Introduce that we can't
now. But the ruling wiil not change
our (prosecutlon) tactlcs,” he safd,

Lawrence Kaluzny, Vermeulen’s
court-appolnted attorney, sald his
client is “much better off” with the
high court rullog.

“'He's better of{ not having to ex-
plain to a jury certaln things he is
supposed to have sald to Sharon. In
other things, ber testimony could
help us,” sald Kaluzny, of Blrming-

ham,

In February, nelther Kalumy
nor Vermeulen opposed Sharon's

has been altered, our bringlng it In.

Please turn to Page 11

Major crime in city drops;
calls, arrests on the rise

By Casey Hans
staft writor

Major crlme decreased overall in
the city of Farmington during the
past year, with robberies dropping
nearly In half and burglaries down
24 percent.

Comparably, the numbers of peo-
ple arrested during the same period

increased because of higher officer
activity, according to the Farming-
ton Publle Safety Department's an-
nual report, released Monday.

RANDY PORST/atalt photographer
Mark Harris, manager of the
Orchard Lake K mart In
Farmington Hills, offered two
Highland Park adult educa-
tion teachers a discount on
merchandise they bought to
help one of their students
who lost everything in-a fire

—————————ess— |88t wuk. .

““Thls is the lowest in 10 years for
Part I (major) crimes,” said public
safety director Frank Laubof, citing
a 5 percent d “Nationally,

been arrested cach year.

OF THE major crimes, there were
in three arcas: two rapes

you'll see a 25-30 percent {ncrease, It
certalnly shows crime Is not Increas-
ing in the community, It’s stable.”
Compared with 542 adults arrest-
ed by Farmington officers in 1979,
1,234 arrests were made durlng
1988, which Lauhoff attributes to
better monltoring and increased offi-
cer actlvity on the street. Since 1986,
nearly 1,000 adults, or more, bave

occurred, compared with one In
1931. two arson flres were lnvestl.
gated, compared with nope in 1987;
and there was a 14 percent rise in
anto thefts from 29 to 33 cases.

Decreasing, or showing no change
from the previous year, were the
categories of:

on road
backed

8y Janice Brunson
staff writer

West Bloomileld trustees jolned
members of the Farmington Hiils
City Council March 2 In supporting
construction of a major highway
west of Haggerty Road for casing
traffle onto 1-696 and I-275,

‘The highway, planned between 12
Mile and Pontlac Trail through Novi
and Commerce Townshlp, s one of
four plans proposed by the Michlgan
Department of Transportatlon to re-
1leve increasing traffic congestion In
the area, accordlng to department
representative Michael Flajole,

Trustee action came during a jolnt
meeting of the greater West Bloom-
field Master Planning committee
that included trustees, the township
planning board and the Farmington
Hills council. Also invited were Com-
merce Township officials who were
not present. The meellng was not
publicized in Farmington Hills; the
Observer learned about It through its
sister paper, the West Bloomfleld
Eccentric.

Farmlngton Hills clty manager
William ‘Costick encouraged town-
shlp support of the plan, The Farm-
ington Hills council officially sup-
ported it earller. “It is in the best
interest of cveryone to get behind
and support a sibgle plan,” Costick
sald,

Trustec Dennis Vatsls made clear
his suppart of the plan by denounc-
Ing the proposal to widen Haggerty
Road to elght Janes.

“THERE'S A slow-growth move-
ment here, We'll fight projects like
widenlng Haggerty tooth and nall,”
he said. Vatsls folned the unanimous
vote to support construction of the
new highway that, i and when com.
pleted in the early 1990s, is expected
to have a capacity of 75,000 vehlcles,
Some 25,000 vehicles now use Hage
gerty Road.

James Barbaresso of the Qakland
County Road Commission also ad-
dressed the group. Wilhin the oext 10
years, $120 miltlon in additional rev-
enue will be needed to malntain

Ploaso turn to Page 4

Farmington crime statistics

Crlime 1987 1988 %
Murder 0 0 -
Rape 1 2 -
Robbary 7 4 ~42%
Aggravated assault . 9 9 -
Burglary 91 69 -20%
Larceny 382 363 5%
Motor vehicle thaft 29 33 +13.8%
Arson 0 2 -
Total 519 493 5%

Pleass tumn to Page 4

Source: Farmington Department of Public Safety

Store, teachers aid victims of fire

By Joanne Mallszeweki
statt writer

Farmington Hills resident Judle
Klein took a chance when she saw
his snile.

*The manager was standing there.
He was smiling. 1 don’t know what
possessed mo but I asked him, "How
would you like to be a good
Samaritan?' " Kleln sald.

Farmington Hills K mart mana-
ger Mark Harris had no second
uwuﬂm r.rr eaulvoullun. He gave

d fellow adult education
lud:er Caroline = discount
on merchandise they bonghl Wednes-
day, March 1, to belp & student and
her family- whm Highland Park

v "

home burned the day before.

“The atore had just opened and we
grect cveryone as they coma in. She
just asked me and I 2aid, ‘Sure!’ It
just kind of hit me. I dlda’t do it for
publlcity or anythlng 1t 1 can help
somebody, 1 will. I wish there was
more I could do,” “said Harrls, mana-
ger at u:o Lake Road store
for three

The two Klghhnd Park adult edu-
cation teachers bought sweal
shoes, socks, toolhbi
ltems and food from K mart for
their student, Willl Mae Yelder, and
her family, who lost everything in

&

other, Students were bringing in
‘(iood." 2ald Cooper, & Southfield resl-
ent.

TEACHERS AND principal Wil
llam Colden at Bright Center in
Highland Patk collected twq Ilrga
bags of clothing for the family. “She
loat v in the fire. We went

our respectlve houses to get
clou:u {0 give her," Klein sald.

On her way to work last Thursday,
Cooper heard the news and knew it
was the homo of her student. “This is
such a lovely woman. She was In
shock. She was literally standing
there in ber nightgown and socks,”
he sald,

)

dren, three of whom were In the:
-house when flre it canght fire. .

Yelder's house burped Feb, 28°
when a nearby vacant house caught
fire, spreading to and gutting hers-
and another house. land Park:
fire officlals said the vacant house,:

drugs

ded for in January, wasy
doused with line. .
As a pollcy, the Troy-based

closeas lun‘t?tbemmb"uld'
Harris, a Livonia resident. .

'



