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Let criminals know they’re not welcome

(3 Related news story, 1A

OUR POLICE chicfs sald this
week that crime has declined overall
in our communitics, which s good
nEws.

The only concern now is how to
keep it out.

Do we build a "“Great Anti-Crime
Wall” with barbed wire? Line our
forces up at the berder? Take a cue
from the riot patrals in Mlaml and
keep 2 line of patrel cars driving
round and round the border?

Just as govenment belongs to the
peaple, so should our houses, streets

and neighborhoods. The best way to
help avold crime is to get Involved,
know what's happening in your
neighborhood and your ¢lty, and let
the crlminal element know they're
not welcome,

Farmington publlc safety director
Frank Lauho!! aftributed hls city's 5
perecent erime decline to the active
Nelghborhood Watch program, in
which 70 percent of the clty’s resi-
dential nelghborhoods partictpate.

He sald the program activates cit.
Izen awareness and stimulates com-
munication betwecn his department
and the resldents they serve.

IN FARMINGTON, the city is
smal enough for the pollce to work
closely with everyone. Each suspi-
clous clreumstance can be followed
upbya vlsit from an offlcer and an
Investigation, If necessary.

Here, the system bas worked well
having residents be the eyes and ears

for the police. Farmington Com-
mander Chuck Lee, who has coordl-
nated the local program since Its Ln-
ccptlon five years ago, sald residents
are not encouraged to patrol by car
or on foot, and they are told not to
Investigate.

But what about larger, urban and
suburban settings where the police
can't get to the scene as quickly? Or
the Jarger, rural scttings where rest-
dents rely on a county sheriff’s de-
partment or one state pollce post to
handle the calls?

One citlzens® group in the Los An-
geles area has Laken iis cause to the
strect, Called the Beat Keepers, the
group comes out of thelr homes ~

sometimes in groups of 20 — ta put
out a presence and let the crack
kingpins that roam thelr strects
know they don't own them.

They refuse to play the traditional
role of belng victims and witnesses,
and are morc than cyes and ears for
police.

SOME DISMISS them as vigl
lantes, and liken them to New York's
Guardian Angels.

But the Beat Keepers do more
than deal with crime. They have
nelghborhood  subcommittees to
paint over gralflti, work on gardens,
find jobs and other things relevant to

thelr dally lives. :
What they've done is takea charge
of their lives — and their nelghbhr—

Lce said although the phny.a] i
volvement on the crime side can ¢
cause some problems, “I could!
q}x!ckly take a positlon on either side
of it."

Maybe it's fust an idea to encour-
age people to be nelghborly — be- ,
fore any trouble a chance to
stort. Knowlng your neighborhood *
and how It works might just'
discourage crime from increasing. -

Cuasey Hans is a staff writer for,
the Farmington Observer. “

Democracy makes sense
even on the silliest days

YOU'VE JUST got to wonder what
the Sovlet children staying in Blr-
mingham think of what they've seen
In the last week or so.

Oh, I'm not talking about the
drugs, the crime or other maladles
that commonly affllct socteties
around the world.

No. I'm talking about the mixed
signals they see coming out of this
democratic republle when It comes
to free speech.

After examining a few incldents
thls past week in our suburbs, it's no
wonder that folks of the conserva-
tive i1k never cease to confound the
leftist mind — especially the minds
of leftlsts who just now are winnlng
the battle for free speech In thelr
country.

In Bloomfield Hills we have Terry
Rakolta, populist star of sorts who is
taking a chapter out of the Ayata).
1ah’s book of bad manners by secking
to get a television show taken off the
alr,

Her tactic: Put the public oplnion
squeeze on advertisers for promot-
Ing their products during a program
called “Marrled . . . With Children,”
aired locally on Channel 50,

Bringing her the most notoriety
was Coca-Cola's vow to keep a bet.
ter tab (no pun intended) on that pro-
gram's content and a firm maybe on

Steve
Barnaby

government body.

As a leftist who has lived all his
Ufe In a country that has gone to
great palns in malntalning most
forms of free speech, I feel obligated
to unravel this mysterfous contradic-
tim; for our guests from the Soviet

nion,

Please understand, glasnost or
nol. the battle for frec speech is of-

a threat to withdraw sponsership to-
tally.

DOWN THE road in Farmington
Hills we have businessman Patrick
Anderson, who Is seeking to pry in-
formation out of the Farmington
School Distrlet. So reluctant were
public offictals to fork over the in-
formation that Anderson has been
forced to use the Freedom of Infor-
matlon Act to obtaln the data te
which he has a perfect right.

Unlike Rakolta, he is without al-
lies In the soft drink Industry.

Readers should note that Ander-
son, an Alexander Hamilton Life In-
surance Co, exceutlve, is working
closely with Richard Headlee, con-
servative standard bearer,

ON THE onc hand we have a con-
servative seeking to suppress free
thought and, on the other, we have
conservatives trylng to obtain Infor-

ten by the equation “mon-
ey + power = Influence.”

NO MATTER how much a country
develops the traditions and Jaws that
reinforee a right to free expression,
citizens must always stand guard
against those who would rather cen-
sor ldeas and [nformation.

The guarantee of free speech is on
paper, the execution of the guaran-
tee comes from the hearts of those
who have the courage to defend it.

Fear of information transcends id-
cology — left, right or center.
Whether out of a fear of cmbarrass-
ment, loss of power or threat to life-
style, the results are the same,

Certalnly, you, my Soviet {riends,
understand how and why govern-
ments suppress information. You've
lived with that for many years. Gov-
croments In this country are often
the same,

The writer, Jane P L 1S

@ Farmington resident.

Regarding Tim Richard's column
{Points of view, Dec. 29) on adoption:

It would be wonderful If beautifut
people had beautiful babies and gave
them up to more beautiful people,

In reallty, this in not happening;
however, with only minor changes tn
our “adoptlve system,” this could oc-
cur more often. . . and at a tremen-
dous savings of our tax dollars,

In the past, we participated in the
Youth For Understanding exchange
student program. One of our ex-
change students returned for a visit

. and had an American abortion.
She was very healthy, one of the
most brilliant students in the world
and the father was in his resldency
at a forelgn hospital.

We've ralsed our own family,
adopted three additional children
and have had as many as four foster
care children in our home at any one
time. We would bhave loved to have
had our foreign daughter's chlld . . .

guest
column

Mother of adopted kids
seeks change in system

soclety, there is a place for both the.
beautiful and the underprivileged'
child.

Many programs could be devel-
oped to resolve these problems:

(1) Educational programs in
schoals to encﬁurage adoption,

A Ing release for adnpum:

but were not glven the chance.

We currently care for two (beautl-
fut to us) foster care bables. Both
have been tn our home since thelr
birth, Both were cocalne addlcted at
birth. One is black and the other
white. The latter has alcohelic syn-

drome.

One baby has been in our home
nine months, the other 20 months.
When they leave the foster care s
tem, the odds arc that neither will
still be a baby , . . and so many par-
ents want to adopt bables!

When the mass media give publici-
ty to the needs of an individual, the
public responds! One picture and a
story can bring forth 30-40 prospec-
tlve adoptive parents in even the
most heart-rending situation. In our

@)
of bables during the pre;

(3) A statewide "Reallor (ype
listing service to mal children !
with interested adoptive ts.

{4) Changes In adoptive laws lo.
recognlze the rights of children . , .|
present laws are overwhelmingly
favor of parents . . . even ones with .
no Interest In the children.

(5} Weekly TV and newspaper
“spots” about lndividzal childres..
Nationally, 19 TV stations in "Majon
Markets” have publle service upo—
sures on a weekly basls.

(6) A Governor's Task Force w.,
identlfy the problems with our pres-,
ent adoptive systern and to develop}
legislation to resolve the dlsrupuvet
issues.

These measires would help chu
dren on the welfare roles and zignifi-
cantly reduce welfare costs.

Steve Barnaby is ed-
itor of the 12 Observer & Eccen-
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Custom Furniture YOUR WAY.
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950 South Woodward (near Lincoln) » Birmingham, MI phone: 647-8282
Open Mon-Wed & 1Yl 10-6, Thurt 16.9, Sa110-3

WESTERN CIVILIZATION

The Pastel Southwest Collection

The best of the New West. Just one of
the thousands of home lurnishing room
designs made possible with EXPRESSIONS
CUSTOM FURNITURE.

Choose your upholstery fubric from
among more than 1,000 designer patterns

and textures. Leathers, oo!
Sclect Your Frame from over 150 styles
of sofas, sectionnls, sleepers and chairs.
We'll buitd and deliver your furniture
within 45 days with a Lifetime Warranty
on spring vnits and solid oak frames.

Expressions
Credit Card
now avallable

Danicile B*
SOLID BLAZERS

DEPT.STORE*48

Coun

Poly Ra}nn I’AN 18
DEFT.STORE*44
Laura & Jayne;
Nicola™

DRESSY BLOUSES
DEPT.STORE 42

RAON SHIRTS 51499 I

DEPT.STORE$22

0%
24”
499

+ML EUMD- 4 Bt Comeng 07 MR
+TRO7_Dakono Moo, 0 o
s e V]

B
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