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Grand Trunk loses appeal

éy YIm Richard
staff writer

The state Court of Appeals has up-
held a $1.68 million Oakland Clreuit
Court fury verdict in a car-train
crash case.

The award was made (o plaintlffs
David and Deborah Petrove and
thelr daughter Janctte. Loser ls
Grand Trunk Western Rallroad Co.

“We have filed for leave to appeal
to the state Supreme Court,” sald
Barl Opperthavser, Farmlington
Hills resldent and an attorney for
Grand Trunk.

He said the amount of the award [s
reduced to $554,000 by the jury's
finding that Mrs. Petrove, the drlver,
Wwas 66 percent at fault.
¢ But the award is Increased by 12
percent annual Interest, which ae-
crues from the date the case was

OU gets

The state Leglstative Capitat Out-
lay Committee has authorized
$325,000 to prepare schematlc plans
for Oakland Unlversity’s $28 million
Selence and Technology Center.

. “We are extremcly pleased that
the state has this critical

flled. (A 1986 state law, not appllca-
ble here, starts the interest clock
running from the date of the jury
verdlet.)

MRS, PETROVE was serlously fn-
jured on a snowy, slippery morning
in January 1982 while driving her
Volkswagen on Elmwood Road In
the northern Oakland village of
Leonard. She was travellng at 25-31
mph fn a 35 mph zone. The train was
traveling at 28 mpb. Her view of the
traln was partly obstructed by a fac-
tory.
‘The Petroves filed sult against the
vlllngc and VW. A medlation panel

roposed an award totalling
$935 000 against all three defend-

0 $35,000 agalnst the village,
which settled for that amount,
® $750,000 agatnst VW, which

planning

The 170,000 sguarc-foot-facllity
wiil “have a domino effect on the en-
tire campus as it eases shortages of
classroon, laboratory and offlce
space, provides state-of-the-art fa-
clllllu for nu;nerous disclplines,”

need that wlll allow us to expand our
tole In the sclences, an area so vital
to the state of Michigan,” OU presl-
dcnt Joseph E. Champagne sald.

He sald the “approval of our Sci-

Building occupants will [nclude
the health sclences, mathematics,
portlons of the basic sclenees includ-
ing blology, chemistry, phy:lu.
some

settled for §643,000. .

® $150,000 against Grand Trunk,
which took the case to trinl.

‘The family's attorncy, James R.
Porritt of Lake Orlon, sald she suf-
fered closed head Injuries, a broken
hip, facial paralysls and other Inju-
rles. Now able to walk, she is unable
to work. “There were funds recov-
ered,” he said, but declined to reveal
how much,

Porritt sald Mrs, Petrove had
completed work on a degree at Oak-
land University prior to the accldent
a;d[rmlvcd her diploma in a wheel-
chatr.

THE APPEALS panel — Judges
Walter Cynar, Harold Hood and Wii-
llam B. Murphy — upheld Clreust
Judge Fred Mester on seven contest-
ed points Inveolving jury [nstructlons
and admissibllity of evidence.

funds for

a process that will lead to construc-
tlan of one badly needed facllity.

“This is a large and complicated
structure, and the financial health of
the state of Michigan will play a ma-
Jor part In the release of capltal out-
lay funds for constructlon,” the pres-
Ident sald.

HARLEY ELLINGTON Plerce
Yee Assoclates, Inc. has many major
local arca to its credit.

centers, as well as antmal

gace and T Center also
recognlm the outstanding research
ltles of this ”

care labaratories.
sald the release of

-.OU RECOMMENDED the archi-
tectural firm of Hatley Elllngton Pi-
gree Yee Associates, Inc., be chosen
to deslgn the building. The Depart-
ment of Management and Budget
will award the architectural con-
tract for the state.

Choral group
sets program

The Madrigal Chorale of South-
fleld will give a program of Lenten
muslc at 8 p.m. Friday, March 17, at
First Baptist Church, 300 Willits at
Bates, Blrmingham.

‘, There Is no admlsslon charge.

'RELOCATION.

" Z_ BIRMINGHAM ONLY
255 S. Woodward al Brown
_aLk Plaza Building » 642-6360_

LOOK FDH US UP NORTH,
Perasheyand Boyne City (New),

A showroom of
luxurlous fixtures
in colors & styles
for discriminating
tastes,

foaturing...

1137 South Adams at Lincoln
In Blrmingham

Call 647-BATH

funds was the important first step in

They Include the Comerlea Opera-
tions Center, GMF Robatles head-
quarters and the new ITT Automo-
tive world headquarters in the Oak-

‘The appeals court said Mester cor-
reetly [nstructed the jury that Grand
Trunk could have agrced with the
viilage to install additional signs at
the Elmwood Street crossing.

“There was some evidence that
the operators of the traln could have
avolded the colllslon,” the appeals
court said.

Opperthauser said a major appeal
point will be the admisslon of testl-
mony by a state Department of
Transportation official, who sald
MDOT would have granted permis-
slan to install crossing slgnats,

“We once tried to erect a ‘yleld*
sign and got charged criminally for
it,” Opperthauser sald.

Mester said, "Any judge would be
pleased at having his or her deciston
upheld by the Court of Appeals. I
feel good about that. The jury came
back wlith a good declslon.”

building

land Technology Park.

The flrm is doing the interior de-
sign for the Chrysler Technology
Center, atso in the Oak Tech Park.

The new OU Sclence and Technol-
ogy Center is planned for an area ad-
jacent to the existing Hapnah Hall of
Sclence and the John F. Dodge Hall
of Engincering at the northwest see.
tion of campus near University
Drive and Squirre! Road.

The current student body — about
12,000 students — is nearly triple
the Hennah Hall's deslgn capacity
and more than double Dodge Hall's
deslgn capaclty, Champagne said.

Right on the dot.

It’s time for the clacstcx a return to elogam:c The \m!lqopolnlnd
dress by Ciao. Knit top in a sitk and rayon blend, fully lined belted
silk skirt in navy or beige. Detachable polka dot collar and cufis.
Sizes 6 to 16, $250. Young Designer Dresses.

Join us in Troy Friday, March 10, from 1l to 3, to meet a Ciao
representative and see informal modeling of the spring collection.

Somenet Mall, 8ig Beaver at Coolide, Troy
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At Standard Federal, we focus on giving you the best possible

service and a complete line of banking products delivered by a
professional, courteous stafl. With us, you can always be sure to

find exactly what you're looking for — including high-interest
investments like this one:

6 Month Savings Certificate
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interest

$500 minimum deposit

There 15 2 subsantal interest penalty for early wibdrawal from cemficate aucounts

We focus on performance.

Standard Federal Bank
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