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By Joanne Maliszowskl
staff writer

Money is not the sole determining
‘factor in recelving a contract to re-
;store and live In two Sleepy Hollow
+ historic homes at Drake and Howard
‘in Farmington Hills,

“Money La only ona of several cri-
teria the (Farmington Hills) Historic

District Commission will be consid-
‘ering,” elty councllwoman and local
historian Jean Fox sald,

+* The Farmington Hills Historlc
District Commission i3 accepting
P on the two houses untll 4
p.m. Friday, March 24. Proposals
will be opened and participants in-
terviewed Wednesday, March 29,
and contracts will bs awarded April

The fiark Arnold Houss (sbove) Is onc of two hi

The proposals must Include not
oply how much is offered to pur-
chase elther house, but must docu.
ment the interest and experlence of
the proponent In historle restoratlon.

“THIS ISN'T a bid process. We
want somebody to adapt the houses,”
historlc district commisslon secre-
tary Ruth Moehklman sald,

The proposals also must include
the proponent’s specelfic plans for re-
novating the structures, which the

proponent also must live in. Restora-_

tion plans are expected to Include
preservatlon or restoration of the
Grecek Revival exterior features; re-
of orlginal tal
where necessary; completion time
schedule and compensatlon for the
clty water and sewer connection.
Each proposal must be accompa-
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storic houaes at Drake and Howard. This rear view
was taken in fall 1888, The house is on the east side of Drake.

Group outlines conditions

nied by a certlfied check for 20 per-
cent of the price offered on the hous.
es. The check [s refundable if the
proposal s refected.

THE HISTORIC District Commls-
slon will determine which proposal
“ls the most responslble and respon-
sive to the goals and objcctives of
the elty and the city’s Historic Dls-
triet Commisslon,” aceording to pro-
posal Instructlons.

“The award may not necessarlly
go for the highest price; restoration
plan, background and expericnce

2 Sleepy Hollow homes

need restoring, owners

By Joanne Matiszewsk]
staff writer

Two 19th century homes in what
was once the town of Sleepy Hollow
near Drake and Howard are in need
of new owners, beckoned by hlstory
and the desire to restore and live in
cxamples of Michigan's early archi-

tecture,

The Farmington Hllls Historic
District Commission Is accepting
proposals from potentlal buyers for
the homes near where the first grist
Elﬂlzzg Farmington Townshlp opened

“The homes can glve someone a
fecling of what it was lke. It's a part
of our history that we can touch,”
commission secretary Ruth Moehl-
man satd. “We're looking for people

for sale

may be equally or more important
to the clty,” according to instruc.
tions,

Historic district commlssioners
are expected to consider the propo-
‘nent’s Intent for the property, as
::H as how financing will be provid-

Under the regulations of the clty's
historic dlstrict, proponents may not
destroy the houses. Plans for renova-
tion of the exteriors must be ap-
proved by the district commlsslon,
Moehlman sald.

-

D’ANNE M. KLEINSMITH, M.D.
and RECIA KOTT-BLUMENKRANZ, M.D.

take pleasure in announcing
the opening of thelr office
for the practice of

Dermatology, Bermatologic Surgery
and Cosmetic Dermatology

A

Board Certified Dermatologists

Beaumont Medical Building
6900 Orchard Lake Rd.
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855-7500
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y’rhc two structures — the Mark
Arnold house and the miller'’s cot-
tage — will be open to those inter-
ested In restoring and llving In the
houses {rom 1-5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, March 11 and 12, Both hous-
es are in the clty's historic district.

“This is not & home tour. We'll
have a tour when Lhe houses are re-
stored,” sald local historfan Jean
Fox, ¢ity councilwoman and former
historic distriet cammlssion chair-
woman,

BOTH HOUSES were originally
used by millers in the small town.
The unnamed, so-called miller’s cot-
tage, 28570 Drake, was bullt for the
miller of the Steele Grist MIIL The
grist mill was the first to open in
Farmington Township in 1825,

The other house, at 26490 Drake,
was bullt in 1840 by Mark Arnold, a
cooper and sawmil! operator and lat-
er an attorney. Arnold and his part-
ner, Warren Servise, both built
homes [n Sleepy Hollow, but only Ar-
nold’s remalns.

The city bought the two mitler's
houses lnst year when realigning and
repaving Drake Road. Work, com-
pleted by the city, s yet to be com-
pleted on the mlller's cottage. But
the house could ba moved Into qulck-

nccessary to make the house habita:
bl

te.

“It's the intent of theghlstorie dis.
triet commisslon for someone to
take these houses and live In themd’
Fox said.

Both clapboard houses slt on about
two-tenths-acre lots adjacent to each
other with a little stream run
nearby. They share a common drive
way. Both are connected to city wa
ter and sewer. =

“They are part of our heritage,
Steepy Hollow was the first mi]]
town. They thought it was going to
be a blg elty” Moehlman sald,
“These houses are very historically
signlficant. They are very eatly,
houses.”

THE 1%-STORY miller's cottage
is a “plain, early workman's house'”
boasting the characteristic narrow
stalrway of the Ume. The cotlage
has been moved frem its origlnal
slte north of the atream to the south.

“It has an Interesting history. It
once had a stream running through
the basement,” Fox said. -

The two-story Arnold house fea-
tures “traces of Greek Revival on
the exterior with a pediment at the
top. The house, boasting six rooms, is*
on its orlginal site with a Michigan
basement, or a dirt floor, Fox sald,

“These houses are an opportunity
for people who love carly Amerlcan

ly. The Arnold house will be sald as
is. Interior Is

forms of ** Fox added. -

(east of Wixom Rd.)

Courtyard Manor

An affordable alternative to the cost
and environment of a nursing home
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48578 Pontiac Trail * Wixom  (313) 669-5263

_*THE MAGIC OF WONDERIA

NDMALL -

It's Easter Magic at Wonderland Mall
with dazzling trickery but that’s not all.
We'll pull the Easter Bunny right out of a
hat, now you just can't get more magical
than that. Sunday, March 12th at 2 p.m.
this fun is in store. '
Now hold on a minute because there’s
more. Thursday, March 16 at 6 p.m. is :
the time to know, get ready get set it's :
time to go for an Easter Egg hunt come -
one come all and see there really is -
Magic at Wonderland Mall.

Located at the corner of Plymouth and Middlebelt
Roads in Livonia. 522-4100

Wonderland Mall... sz

With over 120 shops, services and restaurants, plus
six AMC Wonderland Theaters and a Cafe-Style
Food Court, “Eaton Place.”




