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City church
closings rip
suburbs,too

HE DEATH of a religious
community alfeets us all,

When churches or syna-

gogues are closed, a part

of the Important fabric of life is

torn,

Back In the early 1960s, I was one
ol a group of clergy and lalty who

opposed the closlng and sale of Nar-
den Park United Methodist Church,
‘The church was sold, and the peaple
relocated out of Detrolt into the sub-
urbs, It is now a thriving church.

We who opposed the sale and
move were both right and wrong. We
were wrong because a new and
thriving church was born. We were
tight because a part of lhc clty was

as far as the
tion was concerned.

I BELIEVE that we should be In-
volved in the struggles of our Catho-
lic brothers and sisters in the clty of
Detroit.

I know of Protestants, who grew
up In the city and now live in Seattle,
who are following the Issues regard
ing these church closings.

The great separation between the
denominations, which existed in the
19503, 13 no longer relevant. We face
common problems. We feel more
drawn into a common destiny. The
rivalrles and distinctlons are no
longer there. If 30 or more Roman

eeee————————
moral
1 perspectives

Rev. David
Strong

Catholle churches close, it alfects us
a

WHAT IF the Catholic ar-
chdlocese had announced the clos-
ings and mergers and at the same
time Initiated a church growth and
outreach program?

What if there were new strategles
for cooperative minlstry proposed?

More than apythlng clse, the
Roman Cathollc church in this metro
area needs a symbol of resurrcctlon.
‘There is death in the plan proposed.
Where Is the llfe?

The United Mcthodist Chureh has
closed many churches over the past
three decades. Thls was done gradu-
ally and quletly. Yet, I belleve the
perlod we are entering Is far differ-
ent from the 1960s. New strategles
and new hope necd to be found In &
world coming closcr together.

Back In the late 19603, I served a
congregatlon In Troy which shared
its building with'a new Roman Cath-
olle mission. We experienced new
life In this cooperative arrangement.

The powers that be were not
pleased. The cxperlment was ended,
Our time calls for a dlfferent re-
sponse,

We are all affected by such decl-
stons. We can longer protect our tuef
without connecting together.

Rev. David T. Strong is pastor
of St. Matthew United Methodist
Church in Livonia.
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Many join St. Pat’s parade

Skamrocks will be blooming Sun-
day on Mlchigan Avenue in Detroit
when the 31st annnual St. Patrick's
Day Parade kicks off at 2 p.m.

in, snow or shine, 100 award-
winning bands, marching units and
floats will step off at Michlgan and
Third Street, proceeding one mile to
14th Street.

The Blrmingham Chrysler Celtic
Pipes and Drums will joln the Irlsh
Setter Club of Michigan, Irish step
dancers, the Ballet Folklorleo of
Corktown, Great Lakes White Ger-
man Shepherd Club of Redford
Townshlp, O'Hare School of Irish
Dance of Plymouth, Clowns Around
Redford, Domino's Pizza panles,
Irish wolfhounds from three states
and a host of others on Sunday

MARCHING BANDS from Troy
and Redford Unlon High schools will
be featured.

So wlll marching unlts from
Dunleavy's Pub & Grub of Farming-
ton, Monaghan Knlghta of Columbus
in Livonla, the McCusker Family
marchers and float of Westland and
Donovan's Country Store of Farm-
ington,

Chairing his 14th parade will be
Michael Sullivan, of Farmlngton

court are Katherlne Maye of Livo-
nia, a student at Madonna Collcge,
and Anne Marie Staunton of Dear-
born, a student at Fordson High
School.

HEADING UP the Court of St.
Brigid Is Margarct Mary Cleary of
Brighton. Court members are Ann
Marle Houlihan of St. Clair Shores
and Jennlfer Prater of Milford.

“Celebrating the Heart of the Irish
in the Heart of Detroit” is this year's
parade theme.

“The purpose of the parade is to
honor the patron saint of Ireland and
to cmphasize the contributlens made
by the Irish people to our natlon and
to our community,” sald Eileen
Finn, parade organizer.

Duifey and Slster Watson cpitem-
ize the theme of this year's parade
sald Finn,

Thelr work at St. Patrlck’s in De-
troit Includes a shelter, soup kitchen,
senlor center and humerous commu-

Hills. Qwaer and p: of Water-
ville Construction in Farmington,
Sullivan Is affectlonately known
among the Irish community as
“West Slde Red.”

The Rev. Thomas Duffey and Sls-
ter Mary Watson of St. Patrick’s
Senfor Center In the Cass Corridor,

are this year's grand marshals,

Along with Matd of Erin Anne Maric
Cullen, Duffey and Watson will lead
the parade, expcc(cd to draw more
than 150,000 spectal

Jolning Cullen on lhc Mald of Erin

EVERLY HILLS

Coltege and You
The Right
Combination

A puane saeven

« Tuesday, March 21, 1989
* 7:30 p.m.

Featuring the melio area’s iop
Jazz pertormers all under one

& Onita Sanders
© Orthela Bames

The Cliy of Southfield, Soulhfield Public Schools and
the Southfield Eccentric cordlally invite you to

-\ EN

a bensfit performanca for Soulhfield High School's
REBUILD » THE

* Southfleld Civio Cenler Pavilion

+1oof in an evening of exciling musle:

o Alexander Zonjic Quintet
* Ursula Walker/Buddy Budson Trio

* Goorge Benson and Friends
Advance Tickels: $40 ($42 at the doot)
Tickets avallable at: City Halt Reception Desk (M-F 8 a.m,-5 p.m.) and Parks & Recreation Bullding
Reception Desk (M-F 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat, @ a.m.-4 p.m.) at the Southfield Civic Center,

26000 Evergreen Road (at 10 Mile Read).
Make checks payable to: SHS-Rebulld the Ubrary Fund, Tickets are tax-deductible.

Additional donations are gratefully apprecialed and can be maifed fo the SHS-Rebulld the Ub(cry
~ . Fund, /o The Southfield Eccentric, PO. Box 187, Southfield, Michipan 48037,

For more Information: Cliy of Southfielkd Communlty Relations Department, 354-4854.
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nity outreach programs.

WITH HELP from suburban par-
ishes, Duffey and Sister Watson care
for the elderly and poor at St. Pa-
trick's Senlor Center.

“No questlon, Father Dutfey and
Sister Mary Watson personify the
heart of the Irish,” said Michae! Sul-
tivan, parade chalrman. “Thelr lives
are dedlcated to glving to the poar,
the enfortunate and the underdogs."”

Duffey, ordaincd in 1949, has
worked In Wayne County for 39
years, For the past 11 years, he has
been the pastor of St. Patrick's
Church.

Slster Watson, a Highland Park
native, entered the Racine Dominl-
can Order In 1950, A dietician, she
worked with senfor citlzens in Wls-
consln and Nebraska before coming
to Detrolt. She transformed an aban-
doned, rundown high school into the
thriving center that today assists
hundreds of senlor citlzens. .

She also refurblshed a dilapldated
motel In the Cass Coardor and to 25
homeless men who live there, “she is
ltke the Mother Teresa of Detoit,”
sald Finn.

State Rep. Michael Bennane, D-
Detroit, and state Sen. John Kelly, D-
Detroit, are honorary chairman of
this year's parade.

St. Patrick’s Week actlvities offl-
clally get under way at noon Friday
when Mald of Erin Anne Marie Cul-
len and the grand marshals paint
shamrocks on Mlchigan Avenue at
Rosa Parks Boulevard near Reedy's
Place.

Sponsoring the parade is the Unlt-
ed Irlsh Soclety, an umbrella group
of 18 Irish-Amerlcan organizatlons.

Pre-parade activitles include the
Corktown races, a 4-mile run, 1-mite
walk and %-mile run/walk to be
held at 12:30 p.m. Al three races be-
gin at Tiger Stadium and finish at
the parade reviewing stand.

CREATORS' OF FINE JE\VEL

IW Buy Fine .Iewelry And Gems :

~ Wewill puichase lewely ond gems
Grom  estates, individuals, banks, and
. exeeutors. Immediate payment. Fully
insured consignment arrangement

.ovailcbte. Call for an oppointment
. 6422650, .

accessories.

I

We offer European crafted baby furniture that
grows with your child plus unique bedding and

Bellini provides the outstanding quality, design, and
durability you and your child deserve.

€Ll

1875 S. Woodward (North of 14 Mile) Birmlngham

THEY SAY YOUR BATHROOM
CAN BE A BEAUTY SPOT IN:
YOUR HOME WITH UNIQUELY
'ATTRACYIVE. FIXTURES FROM
BROSE— DESIGNER STYLES
~-~OFINDIVIDUAL UNITS AND -

Lighung Fintures Far Every Decor ¢ Wiring Supplics and Light Bulbs

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION,

J7400 W 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, M) 48352 = {313} 464-2211

-STRIP VARIETIES TO FIT ANY
DECOR: SEE THEM ALL IN
OUR SHOWROOM, .

SALE
10% OFF

OUR 40%-50%
'ALREADY
DISCOUNTED *
PRICES

SALE LASTS 10 DAYS ON

INC

WON.. TULS.. WED,, $4T, 9:30-0
THURS.. £, 930050




