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By Brad Emons
stalf writer

Staggered and nearly on the ropes, Mount
Clemens Clintandale proved it could take
Redford Blshop Borgess' best shot Wednes-
day, advancing in the state basketball tour-
nament.

‘The Dragons pulled out a 56-53 victory
over the Spartans in the Class B regional at
Warren Woods-Tower.

IAfter falling behind by as many as 19
points in the third quarter, Clintondale
appeared down for the count as the Spartans
staged a furious fourth-quacter rally.

‘Junlor Shawn Respert sparked the come-
back for Borgess by scoring 17 straight
paints after Scott Nlelsen's layup with 6:02
remalning gave the Dragons a $9-20 ndvan-
tage carly in the third quarter.

-But by the end of the third quarter Bor-
gess had cut the deficit to nine, 48-39,

.Borgess then made lts move.

and-one free-throw situations between the
three and two-minute miark as Borgess
pulled to within one, 54-53, on Charles
Nurth's three-pointer with 1:23 remaining.

BORGESS THEN came up with a steal,
but missed two shots in the final 20 seconds.
Clintondale's Jerry Howard grabbed the sec-
ond miss and dritibled to midcourt where the
ball was slapped out of his hands.

With the ball being inbounded and only 10
seconds left, Borgess was forced to foul
Nielsen, who calmly connected on two [ree
throws to seal the victory.

Following the frec throws, which gave
Clintondale a three-polnt cushlon, Howard
stole a Borgess pass and ran out the clock as
the Dragon fans streamed onte the floor, ju-
bllantly holsting Nlclsen (15 polnts) and 6-
foot-10 cenier Greg Grant (15 polnts, 17 re-
‘bounds and eight blocks) en their shoulders.

“Nlelsen Is probably our second best free
throw shouter, but in the cluteh he's ort
best,” sald Clintondale ecach Tom Simon,

basketbal[

'
going to try and make him foul and take him
out of there, and we don't want to put the
pressure on somebody else.”

Grant, bound for the University of De-

-troit, put plenty of pressure on Borgess ear-

ly, scoring 12 polnts, to go along with 10 re-

, bounds and seven blocks. Teammate Mike

whose team will take a 20-3 record agalnst
Detrolt Benedictine in Friday's flnal, “We
dldn't make any foolish passes; we dldn't do
anything foolish, They (Borgess) had a good
baltelub and have the abllity o come back.”

Danltoff tallied clght of his 15 in the cpening
perlod as Clintondale led 18-14.

The Dragons then held Borgess to four
second-quarter points to make it 31-18 at the
hall.

“They (Clintondale) were extending thebr

, defense the fivst half, and we couldn’t hit

BORGESS DUG ITSELF a hole by shoot-
ing only nine of 42 (including 0-for-7 on
;hl;?&polnlers) from (he fleld in the first

alf.

The Spartans had a hard tlme solving
Clintondale’s zone, which featured the 6-10
Grant on the wing denylng the ball,

“When we play a tough team we play
zone,” Slmon said. “We protect Greg in so
far as bls stamina Is concerned. We don't
want him running all over the floor, They’re

any shots,” sald Borgess coach Mlke Fusco,
whose team bowed out with a 14-10 record.
"We dldn't do anythlng to stop them In the
first half, but the kids showed a lot of heart
and character coming back.”

RESPERT BEGAN to find holes in the
Clintondale zone and put on a spectacular
display of offense by scorlng 17 of his game-
high 25 polnts within an elght-minute span.

Dragons survive late Borgess rally

But the 8-2 sharpshooter couldn't get a
shot off when Borgess made its bld to take
the Icad in the final minute of play.

“Glve them (Clintondale) credit,” Fusco
sald. "They played a good game, and they're
a good team. I knew all five of thelr players
could hurt us at any time. They came In con-
fident, palsed and ready.”

Only four players scored for Borgess — '
Respert (25), North (16), Artie Brown (six) -

and Carl Woods (skx).

“I thought Rashawn Sumler and Car]
Woods did a good job against Grant,” said
Fusco. “We hit the boards hard and went to
the glass, but we just couldn't put it {the
ball)down.”

Meanwhlle, Grant showed he coutd put the
ball down, even from long-range, hitting a
couple of key shats from 18 feet.

“He can shoot from outslde,” Simen said,

“but he has a tendency to get our there and -

stay there. We don't want him out there.”
“That's my shot — the frec throw line —
right there,” offered the senjor standout.

'Cllnumdnle missed three straight one-
B

Warriors
edge past
.Spartans

By Brad Emons
slaft writer

Codley cruises past CC in regional game

By Steve Kowalski
statf wrlter

Bill Vitth was there, but all he
could do was cheer,

Redford Cathollc Central could
have used the former Shamrock star
Wednesday In a Class A regional
game against

. It didn't take lunch pails or
Bard hats to figure out what kind
of basketball team Livonia Ste-
venson brought Into Tuesday's
;| €1azs A rgglonal at Willow Run.
+ The rd-working Spartans
"] fook unbeaten Woodhaven to the
: | mit before falling, 71-68, as sen-
for guard Eric Higgs won it on &
.{ three-polnter as time explred.
' The §| ns proved that Fri-
| day’s come-from- bchlnd 71-70 up-
set victory over Western Lakes
Activitles Assoclation champ
Plymouth Salem i the distriet fi-
nal was no fluke.
+ Stevenson, which tralled %cc-
many as 12 polnts during the"
ond period, ratlled in the second
*| balf ‘and made things interesting
right until the final horn.
: Higgs' game-winning shot ¢lud-
ed the out-stretched arms of 6-

Detrolt Cooley. The two-time de-
fending Class A champlons ran away
from CC, scoring an impressive, 64-
43 win at Southtield Lathrup.

Vitt,, whoe watched from the
stands, used up hls eligibility last
year when CC nearly upset Cooley in
the reglonal {flnal, and now he plays
for Saglnaw anley State.

CC didn’t have much of a chance
this tIme, with 6-foot-7 center Danic)
Lyton and 6-6 forward Kenneth Con-
ley roaming the palot for Cooley.

The win sends Cooley (21-1) into
the Latbrup reglonal final at 7 p.m.
Friday agalnst Wayne Memortal (20-
s).

“CC HAD A chance to play the
way It wanted to last ycar (against
us)." satd Cooley coach Ben Kelso,

recalllng last year's scare, 53-52.
“They had Vitti, but they dldn't have
him this time, and I think it wore on

thcm trying to handle our 210-pound

"Bul Bernie (Holowlcki) is a very,
very good coach, and he knows what
hls team can do and what it can't do,
He did not have the manpower, 50
we put him in a sltuntion where he
couldn’t use any tricks.”

CC, the Cathalic League champlon
and winner of its own district last
weck, ended the season at 15-9. The
loss also ended the flne high sehool
carcers of five Shamrocks senlors,
Encluding point guard Terry Boykin
and center Ray Richards.

“This was a senlor-oriented
team,” Holowickl sald. "I had flve
senlors (Scott Hauncher, Jeff
Schaner and Pat Fuelling were the
others) and we had great senlor lead-
crship. They're outstanding players
and outstasding gentlemen, The dis-
trict (itle was another nlce notch for
these guys."

Boykln returned the compllment,
but wishes he could have ended on a
finer note. Ho finished with flve
polnts, Hauncher Jed CC with 12
peints and Rlchards added 11,

LYTON PACED Coolcy with 19
points, and guard Michacl Talley, a
leading candldate for Mr. Basket-
ball, added 13.

foot-6 Stevenson center Mike

rooman.
: The Spartans’ Rick Laven
forced Woodhaven's hand when
be nailed his fourth 3-pointer of
the night, knottlng the count at 68
with 33 seconds left.

“WE'VE HAD quite a few
games go right down to the wire
ke this,” sald Woodhaven coach
Michael Krogel, whose team is
23-0 overall. “When we called the
timeout (with 24 scconds to play),

" Great things CAN
last forever!
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“I didn't set a good tone and that
threw everyone off,” Boykin sald.
“Cooley’s real talented and they
crashed the boards. They've got a lot
of experlence and that's what counts
now.

“We were so close last year and
sald we'd get "em this time, It didn’t
work out and I feed bad for coach
Holowtckl because he's a great
coach. We just came out flat.”

CC led 6-4 carly in the game, but
Cooley scored 17 of the next 21
polnts to take a 21-10 lead after one
quarter,

Cooley made 58 percent {15-for-
26) of fts first-half shots and bullt a
14-polnt lead, 33-19, by halftime. CC,
meanwhlle, shot 35 percent (8-23) In
the first half and 32 percent (13-41)
for the game. Schancr, the Sham-
rocks’ best 3-polnt shooter, made
only one of nlne shots and flnished
with five polnts.

CC PLAYED ZONE most of the
game beeause of Cooley’s helight and

THINKING ABOUT A
NEW FURNACE?
caLL Topay ACTICLIR

quickness advantage, and Cooley
countered by holding the ball much
of the third quarter in its half-court
offense.

“We were In control of the ball
game, and the clock was running out
on him (Holowickl}, not me,” Kelso
said of his declslon to stow the tempo
In the third quarter,

The Cardinals outscored the
Shamrocks 8-4 in the third quarter
and took 2 commandlng, 41-23 lead

= 15—IS TAN 85
FACTORY REBATE

Into the final quarter,

“They cat-and-moused it on us,
and that was a smart move,”
Holowlcki sald. “We knew going in
we needed a perfect game and want-
ed to be within elght or 10 coming
fnto the fourth quarter.

“Cooley did some good things
against us. They trled to alter our
shots Instead of blocking them, and
they played tough against Terry
{BoyklIn) and Jcff (Schaner)."”
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what we wanted to do Is take the
flrst avallable shot with four sec-
onds left. We didn’t want to shoot

any earlier and take a chance by
letting them come down and get
off a 3-polnter.”

Stevenson coach Jim Melntyre
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sald the Stevenson coach. “It
wasn't like he (Higgs) wasn't
belng guarded. We'll take that
shot agalnst us any day of the
week. The kid just hit it.”

It was a f{ree-wheeling, wide-
open game from start to finlsh.

Sl.wenson fell behind 26-17 af-

ter one quarier and 33-21 with
4:33 left in the second perlod af-
ter a free throw by Vernon

Crump,
And despite missing six
ght free throws, including
four one-and-ones in the second
period, Stevenson clawed back {o
mlzl'by only six at intermission,
34-28. J

THE SPARTANS, helped by a
balf-court zone trap which forced
oumerous Woodhaven turnovers,
began to make their move In the

- An acrobatic layup and [ree
throw by Chris Nazelll with three
minutes to play in the quarier
pulled the Spartans to within one,
6241

tevenson (hen took a brief
Iud (45-42) on two stralght hoops
Scott Kosikowski.

It was 49-all after three quar-
(m. bat Woodhaven regalned the
lud and appeared to have the

ma clinched when Higgs scored
wlth 1:28 left to make [t 68-83.

- But a nifty layup by

gurd Eric Schwedt, coupl

Saell's poor decision and Laven's
three-polnter, forced the Warri-
ors (o into the {inal shot.

Krogel said ho was leery of Ste-
venson's peversay-die attitude,
particularly afl th

report
game whers the S,
& 20-point third-quarter deflcit.
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I prices offective thru march 15, 1888

i)
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sunday 10 a.m. 10 3:45 p.m.
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