Hike taxes for mental health — providers

By Tim Richard
staff wrller

On paper, Gov. James Blanchard's
budgct seems (o contain a 7 percent
tricrease for mental health. Even al-
fowing for infiation, there Is o 2%
p«rcem dollar lmprnvumcnl

iBut not according to Oakland
Céunty service providers, the con-
trpctors which teach and care for
the retarded, the mentally i1} and the
mentally hana!cappcd They say
thilr programs face cuts.

7'Some things are worse than rais-
Inﬁ taxes, and onc of them is making
other human beings suffer," sald Al-
bet Ascher, executive director of
Jewish Vocational Services, which
provides work in Southficld to 230
pzplc with developmental disabili-

ﬁOME 200 people in the Oakland

Mental Health Coalition applauded
Ascher’s deflance of the anti-tax
mood in the State Capltol.

In a Monday night hearing before
local legistators in the Bloomfield
Townshlp Library, they called for
restoration of local programs cuts.

Many advocated 270 mllilon worth
of expanded services in Michigan’s
g:dgcl for the {lscal year beglnning

And there was a lot of direct criti-
clsm of the governor, himsel an
Oakland resldent.

BLANCHARD proposcd $868 mil-
Iion for fiscal 1930 {from the state’s
general fund budget, up more than 7
ﬁcrmm from the current $810 mil-

on.

creases.” For example, there are a
new federally required expense for
screening Medlcaid patients in nurs-
ing homes for mental Hiness, and the
expense of retraining laid-off state
mental health workers,

Actually, the coalition says, Blanc-
hard’s budget {falls $58 million short
of funding current programs.

State Rep. Davld Gubow, D-Hunt-
ington Woods, who serves on a sul-
committee handling mental health
appropriations, soid, “Democrats
are Inclined to make It a contlnua-
tion budget” — that is, to repair the
$56 million shortfall.

Gubow sald the mental health
budget has been increased 55 per-
cent since Blanchard took offlce, but
many of the increases are actually
levels.

But Agnes Wiser, direc-
tor of the Associatlon of Retarded
Citizens, sald the budget contains
$117 million In “unavoldable cost in-

Blanchard: State
continues shift

iferc are excerpts from Gov.
Blanchard's budget message on
mental health:

Darlng the 1960s, 30,000 patients
were cared for cach year in state in-
stitutions with patlents staying an
average of several years.

A.concerted cffort to change men-
tal icalth pollcy has succeeded in
scrving many patients in communtly
troatment  alterntives . . . Today
there are only 5,000 patients in state
facilities with an average stay of
only 200 days,

1'am proposing we expedite the
mavement to a high-quallty comunl-
ty-based mental health system in the
19908 through a number of lnitin-
tives:. . .

® Funding for 40 Assertive Com-
munily Treatment programs to keep
severly mentally Wl patients out of
institutions and closer to their fami-
lles and support systems. We will
also explore alternatives to hospltal-
ization withln the private sector.

& Improving staff tralnlng . . .
$250,000 In state resources and a
federal grant of $125,000 will be pro-
videdin FY 1990. . .

@ Phase out the operation of two
state faclllties. The patients will be
transferred to community mental
health programs . . . Staff who are
laid off will be provlded with job re-
training and placement assistance

Production quality
conference topic

X conference on Advanced Manu-
(adliiring ‘Technlques for Quality and
Prigluctlvity wiil be held at Oakland
Communlty Coltege’s Auburn Hills
Campus from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Sattrday, Mareh 11,

Participants wil) be able to sclect
from 16 workshops. Topics incl\lde
“Tatal Quallty “De-

nology instructional facillties s also
Inctuded In the program.

For reglstration materials and in-
formatlon en the advanced manufac-
turing techinlques conference, con-
tact Joel Storchan, 643-8360, or Oak-
1and Communlty College, 853-4241,

The advanced manufacturing
b;

veldpment Cycle Reduction,”
Phase Development Plannlng,” “'As-
sembly Linc Variation Analysi
“Evils of Standard Cost Systems”
and “Advanced Toollng and Toollng
Management Systems.”

Keynote speakers will be Dr. R.
Stephen Nicholson, OCC chancellor;
Dr. Gerald Cole, principle staff engi-
negr, Ford Mater Co. research; and
William Eureka, vice president and
general manager of the Amerlean
Supplier Institutc. A tour of the Au-
bum Hills Campus' advanced tech-

The Michigan Consumers Council
has published its 1989 edltion of
"Ilow to Review and Appeal Your
Property Tax Assessment.”

The onc-page pamphlel provides
Infprmatlon on Michlgan’s property
tax appeal procedures, including
summer tax collectlons.

The brochure clarifles how an in-
dlvidual property tax bll) ks comput-
od using the state cqualized valua-
tlon (SEV) rate. There is also Infor-
mation on how assessments are
made and how property owners can
determine If the assessor’s appralsal
of their property is correct.

“How to Revlew and Appeal Your
Property Tax Assessment” s onc of
the most-widely requested brochures
published by the Consumers Council.

Free coples are available by writ-
ing the Michlgan Consumers Council,
106 W. Allegan, 414 Hollister Bulld-
ing, Lansing 48933,

THE GROUP advises property
owners who may fecl that thelr ap-
praisals are unfairly high to review
lhvappralsal records in thelr asses-
sor’s office for accuracy,

Gmmon assessment errors {n-

Gourt trains
vplunteers

daldnnd County Probate Court
will train volunteers to work with
trogbled children, aged 10-18, In two
scseions thls month.

Shasions arc on Monday, March 13,
Ond tuns 9:30-11:30 am., and the
other from 12:30 to 2 pam. in the
court’s conference foom, sccond
flodr, east wing of the Oakland Coun-
ly .Dourthouse, 1200 N. Telegraph,

slormauon about the program is
available during weckday business
hoiks fram Kevin Threatt, volunteer
coordinator, at 838-0045.

y
Chupter 69 of the Soclety of Manu-
facturing Engincers, I3 open to all
SME members, students and the
public.

The at-door reglstration fee of $40
Includes lunch and all conference
materials. Discounts are available to
student SME members and others
who register beforchand. A portion
of the conference proceeds wlill be
donated to the John Hopps Scholar-
shlp Fund and the Manufacturing
Engineering Educatlon Foundatlion,

How to appeal
your assessment

clude such false assumptions as a
house having a finished basement or
fireplace when it doesn't.

Property owners should also re-
view thelr assessments for missed
defects that might tend to reduce the
value of a house, such as the shifting
of the foundation, and cven simple
clerfeal ervors in computing the tax.

If you find an error, discuss it with
the assessor flrst. Some assessors
may be wlliing to adjust the appra-
Isal on the spot, thus saving the prop-
erty owner and the assessor the nul-
sance of a formal protest.

But if you find it necessary to for-
mally protest, the brochure provides
tlps on how to proceed and document
alc.ue before a local board of re-
view.

THE PAMPHLET emphasizes
that timing is cruclal in making an
appeal.

Each township and city bas jts
own functioning board of review that
meels perjodically. It is crucial that
property owners who plan to flle a

pert,
protest contact. their local eity or
township office to obtain the dead-
1ine for filing.

r top

Wisner sald the staie Mental
Health Coalitlon i3 preparing to rally
on the Capltal steps to win budget
improvements,

SPEAKERS called for $270 mil-
1lon in expanded programs to ellmi-
nate waiting lists,

But Willlam Anderson, an aide to
state Sen, Doug Cruce, R-Troy, said
!llal money will be hard to come by.

“The Department of Mental Health
already has the third [argest general
fund budget in the state (bchind so-
ctal services and higher education),”
he sald. And the tncrease for mental
health which the coalltion seeks is
the equivalent of the entire com-
bined budgets of the departments of
Natural Resources and State Pollce.

Gubow sajd leglslaters have been
“barraged” with requests for in-
creased funding for Alzheimer’s pa-
tlents, K-12 schools and higher edu-
cation.
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Michigan’s Mental Health System:
Patlents and Staff at State Institutions
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of clients trom state mental

over the last three decades,

Bul hospllnl staffing has continued to increase.

“Keep up the pressure,” said state
Rep. Judith Miller, R-Birmingham.

DR. JAMES Graves, director of
the county’s community mental
health program, sald, “We have nev-
er made an applicatlon to meet all
the nceds. We apply for what we
think will be funded.

“This year we are $800,000 short
of a contlnuation budget. We have an
intolerably long waiting list. .

“We aren't living in recessionary

times. The State Treasury fs not
scraplng bottom."

The program cuts In the pro,
budget, Graves said, will ellminate
jall services, 40 slots in the New Ho-
rlzons sheltered workshop, two clinl-
cal workers In the geriatle center,
and In-home family treatment -
major disaster in this county.”

JOYCE KELLER of the Jewish
Assoclation for Retarded Citizers
said there will be fewer places In the

nurslng, occupational therapy and-
pl\ysl cal therapy programs.

lack of new money Is db-
turblng to us,” she sald, adding
JARC has 250 people on its walting.
list. :

Dorothy McQueen, past presideat: .
of the Alliance for the Mentally 1L, .
sald expanded services would allow. -
more housing and supervision — -
“100 patients could be released from :
the Clinton Valley Center (state hos-.
pltal in Pnnunn) if there were homu «
for them.” .

McQueen added, ‘60 percent of
the mentally ill are also substance |
abusers. We need a program for lhl .
dually diagnosed.”

JEWISH VOCATIONAL Services
would bave to cut 24 dcvelnpmenul-
1y disturbed slots from its South-’
ficld-based center now serving 230,
said Ascher.

“We're hampered because the in-
crease in funds doesn’t match the in- -
crease In costs. We have managed by - *
small salary Increases and phllan-
thropy,” he sald. -

Ascher called for diverting funds .
from other state programs or a tax
increase. His tax increase remarks’ -
were applauded. .

Dan Kivel of the Autism Society of
America said, "If the Oakland Coun- -
ty developmentally disabled budget {
were doubled tomorrow, there would
still be a waitlng Ust. . . . Continua- -
uon funding s 2 continu;\dan of cri~ .

“We must cnd the outrage of wait.
ing lists. Early intervention is much .
cheaper (than hospitalization).

The lighter side of wool for spring

30% Off Fchaster Spring Wool Coats

.

USE YOUR HUDSON 'S SHOPPING CARD WiSA

With fair weather in the forecast, now's the time to lighten up
your ¢over up, Save 30%5 on our entire collection of Forecaster
spring wool cools for misses and petites. Choose from a variety of

styles including single-breasted

and double-breasted plus the

newest designs featuring funnel necks and tlanged shoulders.
Misses sizes B 1o 1B. Petite sizes & to 16, Reg. $120 to 5160,
sala $84 to $102. Sale ends Morch 19. Coats. Northland, Eostlond,
Westland, Ookland, Foirlone, Twelve Ooks, Lakeside.

400 totol umits ot ofl Hudions stores hated
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