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Suburban senators block school tax plan

8y Tim Richard
staff writer

All seven Qbserver & Eccentric
area state senators Wednesday voted
agalnst placing a school tax reform

plan on the ballot as the Senate
lwl:c rejected it by narrow margins.

But supporters vowed to iry agaln

—perhaps as early as today ~— to
placc the massive plan before vot.

ers. They have untll March 16 to get
the plan on a May 16 specizl elec-
tlon.

“The problem is the high property
tax," sald Sen, Doug Cruce, R-Troy,
summlng up the feclings of most
suburban senators that the proposal
tried to do teo much. “We're trying
lo solve two problems (with the pro-
posal) — equalize school funding and
blgh property taxes. We can't do it.

It's a confuslon (o voters, at best; a
deception at worst.”

BUT THERE were signs that 26
votes — (wo-thirds of the 38 mem-
bers — actually favor placing the
plan before voters. Wednesday's
vates were 21-14 and 22-14.

Scnate Democratic leader Art Mil-
ler of Warren publlely asked majori-
ty leader John Engler of Mount

Pleasant to dellver 13 Republican
votes in exchange for 13 Democratie
votes. “We ask him to put up 13
voles. We got a llttle wisdom since
walking the plank in 1983," sald Mil-
ler, referring to the Democratic-sup~
ported income tax increase that re-
sulted in the recall of two Democrat-
lc senators.

Countered GOP foor leader Phil
Arthurhultz of Whitehall: “There are

Senators multiply newsletters

‘Here's how 's U.S. sena-

tors were recorded on major rotl coll
voles in the week ending March 3.
There were no House voies durlng
the week.

SENATORS' MAILING — By a
vate of 50 for and 47 against, the
Senate expanded its franking privi-
leges to permlt up 1o a 500 percent
jnerease in this year’s budget for
malling newsleticrs and other mate-
rial to constitutents.

Michigan Democrats Carl Levin
and Donald Rlegle voted yes,

The vote kllled an attempt to
block the expansion, under which
senators can send up to six self-pro-
motlonal newsletters annually to
cach postal patron in their state.
‘That could generate 1.2 billion
newsletters nationwlde.

Roll Call Report

The new system will cost taxpay-
ers about $18¢ mitllon if fully utl-
lized. Senators spent $36 milllon last
year on all mail costs.

The vote occurred during debate
on legislation (S Res €6) to fund Sen-
ate committees In 1983-90, which
later became law.

Supporter Wendell Ford, D-Ky.,
said the expansion would put scna-
tars on a par with the House, which
in recent years has far cutspent the
Senate on postage. House members
can send up to six newsletters annu-

ally.
Opponent Pete Wilsor, R-Callf.,
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calted the fivefold spending Increase
“a leap so large that It would make
the 50 pereent pay ralsc proposat ap-
pear almost modest.”

COMMITTEE SPENDING — By
a vote of 62 for and 36 agalnst, the
Senate tabled (killed) an amendment
to cut about $5 milllon from the §106
mllilon budgeted for Senate commit-
tees in 1989-90.

This cleared the way for enact-
ment of a measure (S Res 66; see
preceding vote) to hike spendlng for
Senate committees by ncarly 13 per-
cent over two years, with staff pay
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raises absorbing much of the in-
crease.

Robert Byrd, D-W.Va, sald the
Senate needs more money to ade-
quately oversee the executive
branch.

Senatars voting yes were apposed
to the proposed budget cut. Michl-
gan's Levin and Riegle voted yes.

CONFIRM SULLIVAN - By a
vote of 98 for and 1 agalnst, the Sen-
ate conflrmed Dr. Louis W. Sullivan
as secretary of the Department of
Health and Human Serviees. He
leaves the presldency of the More-
house School of Medicine In Atlanta
to joln the Bush Admlnlstration.

Scnators voting yes supported Sul-
livan. Levin and Riegle voled yes.
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15 votes for it in the minority (Dem-
ocratic) caucus, There are only 12
votes for it n the Republican caucus.
We know 211 three (Democratic sena-
tors) off the floor are yes votes, and
two who voted no are yes votes."

Sen. Rudy Nichols, R-Waterford,
who opposed the measure, called
Miller's remarks “offensive, mls-
leading, Insulting, obnoxlous, repug-
nant."

THE SO-CALLED Nye-Oxender

plan, named for two rural Republi-
can state representatives swho spon-
sored it, would raise the sales tax
two cents, ylelding $1.6 billlon, and
cut school operating taxes $1.1 bil-
lon — an average of one-third state-
wide.
In addition, It would allow state-
wide collectlon of part of the proper-
ty tax, resulting In tax base sharing
between rich and poor school dis-
tricts. It would give all distriets
more moeney, but poorer districts
would be raised most.

Nichals, whose district Includes
the Rochester arca, offered an alter-
native to cut property taxes and use
bigger chunks of the state budget for
aid to schools. It lost 15-23.

Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
Hills, eritlctzed the plan for “too
much detall. . .We're writing a
(schoot ald) formula into the consti-
tution.” He said voters wouldn't un-

derstand it, addlng “If you don'(
know, vole no."

Faxon offered a 50-50 plan: a 50
pereent Increase in the sales tax and
a 50 percent cul statewide in school-
opcraung property taxes. It falled

Crucc said even in the less af-
fluent Madison Heights Lamphere
district, homeowsners would pay $50
Yess in property taxes and $200 more
in sales taxes. In Troy, they would
save $300 on property taxes and pay
$800 more in sales taxes — while
schools would benefit only $250 per
child in aid.

Sen. Richard Fessler, R-Com-
merce, sald the real problem is ris--
ing pmperlty assessments and op-

the plal

ms:: R. Robert Geake, R-North-
ville, vated no because *people.
would pay $368 million more insales,
taxes than they get back in property -
taxes. I’s a tax hike, not just a tax
shift.” In addition, he said, Michl-
ganjans would pay $95 million more
in federal income taxes because the
higher sales tax wouldn't be deducti-
ble from taxable Income, while prop-
erty taxes are. .

Sen. Willlam Faust, D-Westland,

fully sought

to protect Taylor and Westland,
which have tax increment finance
authoritles.
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