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| Hills studying

{lower tax rate
to offset SEV

, By Joanns
stafl writer

It's not exactly a promise. But
Farmington Hills officials are
*[“trying to tow the line and not take
advantage of the average 10 per-
‘| cent increase in property tax as-
‘| 'sessments this year.,

“With the growth we've had, I
think we should be able to meet
»that goal,” City Manager Willlam
+1 Costick said.

For the homeowner, that means
Il property values Increase, the
.| clty's tax rate would be reduced to
a level where the homeowner
doesn’t pay more tax than In the
.| previous year, Costlck said.

Councliman Aldo Vagnozzl sug-
gested that cfforts be made to hold
the line on additional revenue for
the clty from the Increased proper-
1y tax assessments, which bave In-
creased the city's total state equal-
ized value.

A tax rate Is levied on the as-
sessed value of property. If the
city's state equalized value In-
creases this year, one mill will gen-
erate more revenue than the previ-
ous year.

“We're going to try (o malntain
the present (rate}. The rate would
not antlclpate using the 10 percent
(average property tax assessment
increase),” Vagnozzt sald.

FOR EXAMPLE, this year’s clty
tax rate is 9.4 mills. Under the
state Truth-In-Taxatlon law, the
clty was required to roll back its
rate to 8.6 mllls, which would have
generated the same amount of
money the city would have
reccived if property tax assess-
ments had risen at the same per-
ceatage as inflation.

‘With the growth we've
had, I think we should

be able to meet that
goal.’
— Wifliam Costick
city manager

But city admlnistrators last year
requested a public bearlng to in-
crease the tax rate 9.2 percent be-
yond the state-required rollback to
help finance a $24 milllon budget.

« Assessments last year Inereased an
average 12 percent with some as
high as 20 pereent.

If the flnancial picture [s as ex-
pected in 1989-90, clty -

!

“Future Voc

Curriculum redesign expanding vocational focus

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

Farmington cducators hope a new
program will take the vocational ed-
ucation mold and break it forever.

*“Informatlen bas doubled every 30
months,” Baumunk told staffers who
attended ap .all-day seminar last
month where the concept was intro-
duced. “We can't have it like we used
to have it. Change is here.”

Graham  Lewls

A new T

pregram will be introduced, restruc-
turing the vocational education pro-
grams in Farmington Public Schools
to meet the needs of a morce general
student. Staff members will begln
immedlately to write curriculum,
according to the program’s director,
Ear] Baumunk.

stressed that the changed program
“will not destroy peeple’s lives and
carcers” but enhance them,

The seminar was condected by Er-
nest Savage, consultant on simllar
programs from his post at Bowling
Green State Unjversity in Ghlo. He
helped the staff learn to aceept

Exxon service honor

Citfford Colfey, automotive devel-
opment manager for Exxon Chemi-
ca) Co’s Automotive Sector, was
awarded the Forest A. McFarland

tors arc hoping to levy the still un-
determined state-required rollback
without asking for a public hearing
to Increase the rate.

“As property values have in-
creased, we should be able to re-
duce the millage by an amount
cequal to the Increase,” Costlck add-
ed,

Last ycar, the clty was faced
with more than a $1 mlitlon reve-
nue loss because of the Jack of a
surplus to carry over into the new
year, decreasing building permit
fees and the eliminatlon of the fed-
cral shared revenues. Increased
costs also plnched the budget,

Though city officials are at-
tempting to hold the line on taxes,
Costick cautioned that the elty’s at-
tempts have no effect on tax rates

Award for servlce” to
the Soclety of Automotive Engineers
(SAE).

The SAE cited the Farmington
Hills resldent for “efforts and leade-
shlp contrlbuting strongly to the
Rubber & Plastics Committee's tech-
nlcal program.”

Coffey has been a part of Exxon's
automotive development since flrst
belng assigned to Detroit In 1959,
and then continuousty since 1978. He
previously was manager of the Ther-
moplastic Elastomers Dlvision at
Exxon’s Houston office, before being
assigned to hls current position.

Coffey scrves as adjunct professor
of automotive rubber technology at
Eastern Michlgan Unlversity. He
also serves an the executive board of
the Detroit Rubber Group and Is on
the editorlal board of Aut.omutlvc

levied by other taxing
such as the Farmington Public
Schools, Oakland Community Col-
tege, Oakland Intermedlate Schools
and Oakland County.

She Has

| Need To

What You

F and Design
He was a member of the SAE's
rubber and plastics com-

‘awarded to resident

Clifford Cottey

man. An extenslve list of professlon-
al credits also includes scrvice as a
representative  with  the  United

mittee for seven ycars before re-
cently serving two years as its chair-

States to the
al Rubber Study Group In Bangkok,
Thalland, In 1972,
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<« Need Hot

~-Bergstroms

Succeeda

Far those atruggling with drugs or alcohol and need more than
just the “tables” to atay straight, Elaine Kissel has the ways
anrl means 1o set you Jree. For people with phoblas, sexual
problems, stress, insomnia, puln or weight problems, Elaine
Kissel knows what te do for. the best rexulix.

Not just a hypnotist,..Elaine Kissel Ph.D. knows how to put
your mind to work for you in many ways to make sure you
reach your goals. Her Mind Mastery Program for exomple
trains your mind to work wonders for you.

For comprehensive hypnotherapy, you necd
The Elaine Kissel Hypnosis Center
Tel. 350-2270

*{n in-person eraluatlon is required before any program is recommended.
Pre-paid reservations only, use eredit card orer phone for faster service,
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NINGTON YARD SALE

MAN
SAV

EUPTO100
CON ARISTOCON

NEVER-WAX FLOORS
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Doy miss out, Hurry i, nd rave on

beautiful Arlatacon fooring teday
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‘Aririocon ficoring. Choose from &
‘wide assortment of colors #nd patterns,
Tlon.In addsudon to grest sevings you evt
the Mannington Never-Wax 10-Year Frre

Grarantee. Solf your flooe wrars
oul, Mannington wil) replace it frev.

easy care.

ATV A LTI 0 PO TR
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

FLOORS IN STYLE

CAPCLT @ LPIDLEUY @ TRE @ WALLPAPLA
We're uder your foet

i e ) FoorovmIingS 422-0606
/27421 JOV RD. AT INKSTER - WESTLAND 48185

in g
and kave SAME DAY INSTALLATION
40 GALLON RESIDENTIAL 9
HOT WATER HEATER $3 3 9 5

CALL BETWEEN 7:30 AM. and 3:00 P.M3,  S4j7% -
AND HAVE SAME DAY INSTALLATION 60
ALL FOR DETAILS
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S5 5322160 0r532-5646 (=)

."Briing yb‘ur '
kidsto, -

MercyCare
for Childrens
H‘giil_th Week .

March 13-19 is Childrens Health Week at MereyCare
Family Medical Center. To celebrate, we're offering
your kids free “Incredible, Amazing Mc! Kits”

They include the Incredible, Amazing Me! G
Chart and Official Record Keeper to monitor your
child's physical development, plus other special
giveaways just for kids.

We're also offering free vision testing and height/
weight chiecks at our Union Lake Center only,
March 1319, during regular hours. No appointment
is necessary.

MercyCare
Family Medical Centers
Affiliated with
St Joseph Mercy Huspital-Puntiace

Walk-in or by Appointment

Union Lake

2200 Urion Lake Rd
CAcrum from K-Mart)
855-6773 360-1200
=y ey
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Farmington Nills
28270 Orchand Lake Rd
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change and introduced the basie con-
cepts of technology and how import-
ant they are In llfe.

SAVAGE CALLS technology edu-
cation “an essential for the 21st cen-
tary.” -

‘Information has
doubled every 30
months, We can’t have
it like we used to have
it. Ch is here.’

“Take a look at skllls

that are fundamental to our exis-
tence,” he said, “Today, we have all
that ‘whiz bang' stuff. Technology
alters he shape of society. That's
why its so important for someone in
cducation to talk to klds about it.”
The afternoon session took apart
the distrlet’s current programs and
showed how Ihey could be restruce
tured, which concerned some teach-

ers.

“We had some flreworks In the af-
ternoon, but we hashed it out and
will begln writlng curriculum lmme-
diately,” Baumunk said.

Savage sald slmilar feellngs are
oceuriing will traditional vecaticnal
cducallon stalfs nationwlde.

“Change is the essence of what we
want to discuss this morning,” he
said. "I think some peaple are pretty
uptight about thls — they are across
the country.”

A SIMILAR program Is already
belng used In the Ohlo public school
system. The approach takes into ac-
count communlcation, physleal and
bie-related technologies.

Savage advocates studylng Lechno-
loglcal ~ educatlon in all grades,
touchlng on key points by the time a
student reaches late eclementary
school.

— Earl Baumunk
program director

“We need (o study it at the middle
grades, because it’s the tast dime we
have a change to reach al) the kids.

“Remember, these kids have al-
ways had people in space . . . com-
puters ... digital watches ...,
atomic power,

“Think of he things we've gone
hrough. That’s what we want them
to understand.”

Suvage also sald different levels
need fo work together to ensure stu-
dents are following a path from cle-
mentary through middle school and
high school levels. He sald this
should also follow through to the
community college to “make sure
we don't have any big gaps.”

The change in the Farmlngion
program was prompted by a Math
Sclence Technology Advlsory Com-
mlttee, formed one month ago at the
request of North Farmington High
School principal Den Cowan.

“The committee resulted in our
naccllng here today,” Baumunk add-
ed.
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348-3248
25874 Novl Rd.
(01 Grand River)

533-0121
26201 Grand River
{near Beech Daly)

gree! you with a ami
& friendly foeling of

Jan and Altseda enjoy mesting people. They have
en our receptlonsis for many yesrs, and will
and

ome when you te1
prepare your Income tax relurn,

dragery bautique

up of frash cof

INCOME TAX SERVICE

- QU

|

"warehouse
tiet only

FRIDAY & SATURDAY ONLY )

[

MAARCHIOth & 1th - |~

ROOM
Ll

FOR YOUR BATH|
[ T I

ALL FABRIC
SHOWER'
CURTRINS

l €ACH

INSTOCKONLY..

VALUES
TO $60

[Newet
warchouse outlet only

HOUAS: Ooen Mon. Sal, 9:30 10 5:30
Closed Sunday.




