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Together again

They decided the best thing for them was a break, OK, 5o it lasted 2%
years, but the Violent Femmes are back with a new LP, Find out above

ihe group’s revival in Street Beats, 3D.
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The frozen exp of Houg

By Bl Parker
staff wrlter

+ + - Hls fingers numb from the
fcy-cold water, Redford's Law-.
rence Novak reaches back into the
freczing waters of Houghton Lake
and retrieves his fishing line. He
pulls a 19-inch northern pike up
through the hole in the ice, smiles,
admires the fish, then returns it to
the wintery waters since the fish
was an inch short of the 20-inch le-
gal minimum size.”

... His face covered with
whipped cream, Southfield’s Corey
Taylor continues his assault on the
chocolate cream ple, Standing on
stage, without hat or gloves, Tay-
lor Is obllvious to the slngle-digit
temperatures belng recorded on
thls sunny afternoon. He's too busy
winning the ple-eating contest to
notice.

«+. Thelr cheeks dried and
chapped from the elements, Marv
and Mitt Rons of Livonia zip up
thelr snow sults, mount their snow-
mobiles, and speed off down the
Iake. They don't even scem to no-
tice stinging winter winds. .

ese are the participants an
this is Tip-Up-Town US.A.

DESPITE UNSEASONABLY
cold condltions on opening week-
end, visitors to Tip-Up-Town
US.A, 1989 didn't mind. They were
having too much fun at northern

Lako b a haven for

Surviving at Tip-

Michigan's most popular winter
festival.

“I just come up here to enjoy
myself,” sald Novak, who was at
the opening weekend of this year's
Tip-Up-Tows, Jag. 21-22, with his
wife, Peggy, and his son, Jason. “I
came up here with my dad, when I
was z kid, a long time ago. I al-
ways wanted to come back. This ls
the second year I'vo been back in
recent years. I like to see all the
mﬁﬁh{nu (mowmnhlul:
w the le.
friendly. n'np:Tgl offun” =~

Joe Taylor, who was at the festl-
val with his wife, Lauren, and his
s0m, Corey {tha pic eater), agrees.

“We have fricads with a cabin
on the lake, so we came up for the
weckend Lo (ride) snowmobiles and
cnjoy the festivities,”” Taylor said.
“We're having a lot of fun. There

snowmobilers during Tip-Up-Town.

Up-Town U.S.A.

are a lot of machlnes and a lot of
friendly people. 1t's not too cold If
you dress for it."

TIP-UP-TOWN "U.S.A. is held
annually the last two weekends of
January on Houghton Lake, in cen-
tral northern Michigan. This year,
better than 50,000 visitors cele-
brated the 39th anniversary of the
festival, which began in 1951
strictly as a fishing tournament.

“It all began, years ago, when

businessmen wanted

somea ran|

do something to’

business for the winter,” explained
Gary Piche, of the Houghton Lake
Chamber of Commerce. “Original-
1y, it.was just a fishing tourma-
ment. (Which Is where the name
came from, since a tip-up Is a sell-
supported fishing pole used for ice
{ishing.)

ie : Childeen can play.on a glant,
drum up some slide; participate in any of the coo-

photos by DAN DEAN/stat! photographer:

“But the main concept, right
from the start, was just to have &
good time, It certalnly has grown.
Now we average between 30,000
and 50,000 (visltors) over the two.
weekend carnival. It's one of the
top 10 winter carnivals in the na-
ton."”

WITH A WIDE varlety of activi-
ties, Tip-Up-Town USA. Is
a'winter festival that can be enjoy-
ed by the entire family. =

tinvous games, directed by the
Tip-Up-Town staff of volunteers;
enter a ple-eating contest; see a
puppet show, clown act or magic
act; ride a 40-foot ferris wheel or
go fishing, cross country skiing or
snowmoblling.

Other activities for adults lo.
clude demo rides on four-wheelers
and spowmobiles; a Las Vegas
Night party; ski races; even dance
contest, held daily In the. huge
beverage tent. There are also fire-
works, helicopter rides, bhang
glider demonstrations, a parade
(this year's Grand Marshall was
former baseball - great Sparky
Lyle), booths and various demon-
strations. .

IF SNOWMOBILING }s the pre-
ferred activity, Houghton Lake {t.
self covers more than"20,000 acres

Pleasa turn o Paga 4

by celiulits, mry Sharpel Is shedding, and | just
discovered I'm allergic to sushi.”

By Blll Parker
staff writer

Let's say you've never been ice
flshing.

A friend asks you to go to some
place called Tip-Up-Town USA.
for the weekend and glve the sport
a chance. He cxplains the process
of digging holes through the lce,
setting your tip-ups and then hang-
ing out in the middle of the lake,
sometimes all day long, (although

Ice and sit in their cars) waitlng
for this little red flag to pop up on
your tip-up, sigaaling a fish is.on
your line.

Then the fun starts. You pull the
line in, bare handed of course, re-
move the flsh while your fingers
rapldly become numb, then start
the process all over again.

You'd probabdly look that person
in the eye and tell him be's crazy,

that? Sounds cold and boring,
right?
Wrong!
Just ask Randy Ruggero, -~
RUGGERQ, 32, who lives in Ad-

some people drive right out on the-

tight? What could be fun about

This is fishing?

dison Towhship (north of Roches-
ter) went up to Houghton Lake re-
cently, where Tip-Up-Town is held
anoually, He went with his neigh-
bor, Jim Taliaserro. It was the
first trip to Tip-Up-Town for both
mes,

*Jim wanted to go up, and at the
last minute the person bhe was
golng up with couldn’t make "
explalned Ruggero. “I had never
been ice flshing, but I went with
him 80 he could stiil go and to keep
him company. Since I was up
there, 1 decided I might as well
fish too, so I bought a one-day
({ishing) license.”

That lcense was probably the
best investment Ruggero has ever

made.

Just after sunset, on the first
day of the festival, Ruggero
caught a hugo porthern plke.

“EVERYTHING WAS agalnst

me to catch that fish" explaiped
Ruggero, “T wasn't even fishing for .

a plke. T had a small hook and a
little minoow. We were fishing for
crapple or perch.

“When it came up, it was all

plke. It was a monster. We were
worried it wouldn't make jt
through the (bole in the) lce. When
1 got it about six inches up through
the hole, Jim grabbed it 30 the line
wouldn't break.”

The fish later weighed 18-
pounds 1l-ounces and measured
39-inches long. It was the biggest
pike taken over the four days of
Tip-Up-Town, winning the north-
ern pike division of the fishing
tournament.

The victory earned Ruggero a

brand new power auger. It also
changed his life a little.

“Tve been jce fishing ever
slnce,” admitted Ruggero. “T even
went out and bought a portable
(ice) shanty. Ive been out four
times already, but I haven't caught
anything, yet.

Must have been beginner’s luck,
right? Think about this, Prior to
Tip-Up-Town, Ruggero had been
{lsbing one other time and he
caught a 38-inch northern then,

Must have been beginner’s luck.

'DAN DEAN/stalt photographer

Lawrence Novak, formerly of Redford Township, sets up his
1ip-up while his wite and son stay in the warm car.
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