STREET BEATS __ -
Rockers get their own walk DSONGERT

By Debbie L. S8klar
spoclal writer

He entered one of metro Detrolt's
Tastest growing night spots bedecked
with a pair of black Ray Ban Way-
farer sunglasses ala Jack Nicholson,
No doult, he was on a misslon.

Legendary Detroit rocker, Mltch
Ryder, made hls way through the
doors and the vast crowd awaiting
hls arrival at the Metropolitan Musi-
cafe recenlly, to plant his palm in
wet cement.

“It's pretty wet and mushy,” sald
Ryder, the first inductec into the De-
trolt area's first and only
“Rock'n’Roll Watk of Fame."” He
pressed his palms and signed hls
name.

“Of course, I'm honored to be the
first,” Ryder sald. “Now, I'm ready
ta go ta a Karean massage parlour.”’

Ryder consldered a white soul
shouter from Detrelt, who reached
his peak of popularity in the late
1960s while fronting (he Detroft
Wheels, still lives in his native clty.
He's been working on a new album,
as well as tourlng across the coun-
try.

“WE WERE aut in Montana near
the mountalns and there was this
monstrous storm the worst
they've had this century,” he sald.
“But we stlll made the show. It was
pretty wild,”

Ryder had sung with local combos
the Tempest and the Peps before
forming Bllly Lee and the Rivleras.
In 1985, their stage act caught the
attention of Four Seasons producer
Bob Crewe, who signed them and
gave Ryder the name he became fa-
mous with (supposedly picked out of
o phone book) and christened the
Rivicras the Detrolt Wheels.

Although be llved In New York for
more than two years and had the op-
portunity to take up resldence in Los

Femmes

By Larry O'Connor
staff writor

Nearly 2% ycars later, the Violent
Femmes can be thankful that what
might have been never came to be.

After emerging on the alternative
music scene In relatively short time
with acoustically sparse hits lke
“Blister in the Sun,” the Femmes
nearly went bust. The group declded
to take a break after thelr third al-
b:én “The Bllnd Leading the Na-
k

A date was ncver set when to re-
urn,

“There were a lot of problems,
personal and otherwlse,” said Gor-
don Gano, singer and gultarist of the
Milwaukee-based band. “People In
the group had some dlfferences In
what directlon they thought the band
should go. There were people at odds
with one another.”

‘The hiatus proved frultfu), though,
Gano dldn’t fret, spending the time
crafting 12 new songs for what later
become the band's latest LP, “3"
(Warner/Slash).

Without other members not hear-
Ing 50 much as a note, the Violent
Femmes cntered Carriage House
Studlos In Stamford, Conn,, to record
the dise.

Gano was hopeful his strategy
would bring a spark to the Femmes’
latest offerlng — a charge that per-

REVIEWS

The Huntunes will perform Mooday,
March 13, at Rick's Cale, 611 Charch,
Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call #98-
2747,

# IDYLL RCOMERS

Idyll Roomers will perform Monday,
Marcb 13, at the Blind Plg, 208 First, Ann
Arbor. For lajormation, call $98-8555.

@ AND 80 ARE YOU

And So Are You will lorm Tuesday,
March 14, at Rick’s Cafe, 208 5. Flnt,
Aan Arbar For Information, call 996
W7,

area'’'s
‘*Rock’'n’Roll
Walk of Fame.”

Angclcs, Ryder opted to stay in De-

“My friends are here and thls has
always been home to me,"” he sald.

The group's first slnglc combloed
Little Richard's “Jenny Jeany” and
Chuck Willis' “CC Rlider” into “Jen-
ny Take a Ride,” which became a
No. 10 hit in 1966, insplring follow-
up medleys “Devil With a Blue Dress
on'" and "Good Golly Mlss Molly."

At this point In time, Ryder lsa't
listenlng to any artlst; he's “busy
writlng his own musle.”

According to Nino Cutraro, the
cafe’s proprietor, once Old Man Win-
ter Jeaves us for good, the two-foot
square block of cement will be
placed in the sidewalk In front of the

Musleafe. Gther blocks will be added
to the sidewalk as the list of Induc-
tees increases,

“THE ROCK'N'ROLL Walk of
Fame is a natural extenslon of the
memorabilfa found inside,” Cutraro
said. “Rock'n'roll superstars will
leave thelr marks here as they have
left thelr marks on modern music
history.

“There's no reason why Californla
has to be the only place with a celeb-
rity ‘Walk of Fame,'" he sald.
“Prabably, 90 percent of the rockers
on the ‘Walk of Fame' In Hollywood,
arc from Detroit.”

Cutraro added that he would ke
to have Bab Seger's along with prints

from Aretha Franklln, Madonna,
The Temptatlons and Glenn Frey.

The memorabilia already on dls-
play at the cafe includes an cvening
gown worn by Arctba Franklln, gul-
tars from Ted Nugent, an outflt
worn by Madonna, a pair of gold
Porsche sunglasses worn by Michael
Jackson and a gultar signed and ded-
leated at the grand opening in No-
vember.

Other memorabilia Includes the
recently acquired Elvis Preley uku-
lele, three original

® GWAR
Gwar wllt perform wllh apecial guest,
Slaughterhouse, Tuesday, March 14, at
Blondle's, 21139 W. Seven Mile, Detroit.
Log y De- For call 535-8108.
troit rocker
Mitch Ryder ® NEWRIDERS
was the first New Riders of the Purple Sage wil)
inductee into ﬁ’:g"“f;‘u“:‘.“’mwm”""' March
the Detroit . at Rick's Cafe, 811 Church, Ann

Arbor, For Information, call 996-2747.

® JUGGLERS AND THIEVES

Jugglers and Thieves will perform
Wednesday, March 18, at Rick's Cafe, 611
Chureh, Ann Arbar. For Information, call
9962747,

® ROOK

Rook witl perform Wedsesday and
Thursday, March 15-18, at Slammers In
Dearborn Helghts. For laformation, call
5659290,

® ROOMFUL OF BLUES

Roomful of Blues will perform Thurs-
day, March 16, at Sully's, 4758 Green-
{letd, north of Michigan Avenue, Dear-
born. For informatlon, call 346-5377.

by John Lennon, one of only 200 gul-
tars ever slgned by Les Paul, and
signed guitars from George Michael,
Jimmy Page, Stevie Ray Vaughn
and J.J. French of Twisted Slster.

get back to bcs on ‘3’

haps would make the Violent
Femmes a coheslve unit once agaln,
It worked.

“TIME HAD a whalc lot to do with
it,” Gano sald. “There was a lot of
people who could have sat us down
and sald, ‘Everyone is belng stupid.
Everyone [s being crazy. There's got
o be a way to work this out.’

“I don't think we would've been
able to do that without a long, long
break.”

The spontanelty sought on 3" was
perhaps an attempt to get back to
their roats, back to those carly days
in Milwaukee as teenagers when the
Violent Femmes were street musl-
cians.

Back then, Brian Ritchle, Victor
DeLorenzo and Gano would strike up
a concert whenever, wherever they
saw [IL. Chrissie Hynde happened to
cateh the group's act and invited the
Femmes to open for the Pretenders.

A debut album followed on Slash
in 1983, which later went gold in
1987 (selling more than 500,000 cop-
ies).

The Violent Femmes bave been a
success with a minimalist approach.
Whether on a street corner or in a
10,000-scat venue, a palr of acoustic
guitars and a drum have been the es-
sence of the Violent Femmes® sound.

At the forefront is Gano, who as a
teenage performer once had a ner-

After a 2,
sgain with a new LP, “3,"

vous club owner assume legal guar-
dianship so he could play. Basic
songs of youth struck a chord with
thnlr audlence, especlally the college

u anything, Violent Femmes'
songs have galned momentum in
popularity through the years.

“I ATTRIBUTE some of that to
adolescence,” Gano said. "Here you
have an 18-year old singing a song
about adolescence Instead of a 30-

year long hiatus, the Viclont Femmes are back

year-old gearing thelr songs to a
younger audience. I think some of
the songs capture the sincerity of
that.”
Songs llke “Blister in the Sun™
ptured the

The Violent Femmes will per-
Jorm at 8 pm, Saturday, March
18, at Hill Auditorium in Ann Ar-
bor. Tickets are $16.50. For infor-
mation, call 99-MUSIC.

® DI
The Difference will perform Thursday,
March 16, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 896-
8555. They 2lso wil) perform Friday and
Saturday, March 17-18, at Rick's Cafe,
. Fo

" Funhouse orm Friday, Mareh
17, at the lhmlrlmck Pub, 2042 Caniff,
off 1.75. For informatios, call 365-3760.

#® MOTOR CITY ROCKERS

Motor Clty Rockers will perform Fri-
day, March 17, at Bloodle's, 21139 W.
Seven Mile, Detroit. For informatlon, call
535-3100.

@ HEW SARBITUATES

New Barbltuates will perform Friday
and Saturday, March 17-18, at Lili's 21,
2930 Jacob, off Jos. Campau, Ham-
tramek. For more information, call 375-
6555,

@ SLEEPY LABEEF

Sleepy LaBee! will perform Friday
and Saturday, March 17-13, at the Blind
Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For infor-
mation, cal) 996-8555.

® FIGURE 4

Figure 4 will perform along with Danc-
ing Smoothles Saturday, March 18, at the
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniff, off I.75,
For information, call 563-9290,

® MARIO BOY SMILING

Mario Boy Smiling will perform Satur-
day, March 18, at Sully’s, 4758 Green-
fieid, north of Michigan Avenue, Dear-
born. For information, call 848-5377,

® SACRILEDGE BC
Sacriledge BC will perform ﬁm wnh
Savnge Steel and Wicked Angels Sal
. March 18, at Blandlel. 21139 w
chen Mlle, Detroit. For information, call
535-3108.

® ROULETTE

Roulette will perform Saturday, March
18, at Jameson's, 1812 N, M;ln, ra)
Oak. For Information, call 547-6470,

® VIOLENT FEMMES

Violent Femmes will perform Satur-
day, March 18, at Hil) Auditorinm in Ann
Arbor, Tlckets are $16.50. For informa-
tion, call 99-MUSIC.

@ BRUCE

811 Church, Ann Arbor. For
call §96-2747,

@ IODINE RAINCOAYS

lodine Ralncoats will perform Thurs-
day, March 16, at Rick’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For information, call
9962747,

@ BLASPHEMOUS
Blasphemous will perform with speclal
guests, The Trip, Thursday, March 18, at
Blondle's, 21139 W, Seven ‘Mite, Detrolt.
For lnformation, call 535-8108.

S HITLER
Bvi: Hitler will perform Thursday,
March 16, at the $-D Dance Club, 1315 N
Maln, near 12 Mile Road, Royal Oak For
information, call 589-3344.

COLLEGE

Here are the top 10 songs receiving alr
play oo WOUX-AM, campus statloa of
Oakland Unlversity lo Rochester.

"mwro[ Slmpletoo,” XTC.
2.“Stand," REM.

3. “Mr. Disco,” New Order

4. “Killing Jar,” Slo-xte and the Ban-
ahees.

S.“Veronica,” Elvis Costella.
6. "Punk Rock Girl,” Dead Milkmena.
7. “Glve, Give Me Nore,” Wooder Steif.
8. “The Great Commandment,” Camou-
flage.

9. “T'll Be You,” Replacemen!
lO “Into the Groove(y),” (!cﬂ-e Youth.

Bruce Cockburn and Hls Band will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, March li. at
the Power Center in Ann Tickets
are $18,50 in advance. For In!onnlum
call $3-MUSIC.

® BROKEN TOYS

Broken Toys will ormm_ Sunday,
March 19, at Blondle's, 21139 W, Seven
Mile, DctrvlL For (aformatlon, call $35-
8108.

® REM,

REM. wlll perform at § p.m. Wednes-
day, Apru S, a& Cobo Arena in Detrolt.
Reserved are $18.30. For informa-
ten, call WMUSI

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 songs recelving air-
play on WCXI-AM.

1. "Bridxu and Walls," The Oak Ridge
"Nn Fool at an Old Game,” Reba

Mcmun.

:‘ “There's & Tear In My Beer,” Hank

e,

l “l‘m a4 Ope Woman Man"™ George

;dnnma.lmm-mn;"nuyvu

8. “Don'’t YouEvterﬂmd(ol Herting

Me),” Ronale Mialaj

7. “Baby's Gou:n Good al Gooddye,”

Gearge Strall

8.1 Wh.‘qul St In Your Dreams,”
"fu:hnykobbcq Tagys Tecker.

10. *Who You Gonna Blame This Time,”
Vern Gosdin.

STARR STRUCK:
THE BEST OF
RINGO STARR

Popular oplnlon s that Ringo
Starr’s muslcal career dled, for all
practical purposes, in the mid-1970s,
followlng two outstanding albums,
“Ringo" and "Goodnlght Vienna.”

But evidence to the contrary ex-
{sts on a brand-new Rhino compact
disc compilation, “Starr Struck: The
Best of Ringo Starr, Vol. 2."

This 18-lrack CD, of course, may
be for Bealle completists only. But it
contalns several rare and unreleased
nuggets, which only point out the
prevailing anti-Ringo blas among
U.S. radlo programmers and record
labels — the latter which, until now,
decided not to touch the ex-Beatle's
musie since a 1981 album, “Stop and
Smell the Roses.”

In fact, some of the best culs on
this post-Apple collection are pulled
from “Old Wave,” Ringo's 1983
“comeback” that dldn't happen.

The set {co-produced with Joe
Walsh) was released in Canzda oaly.
After listening to the bard-driving
hit potentlal of “In My Car," oae can
only wonder why it wasn't given &
chance in this country.

Other “Old Wave” songs perking
up the ears Include “I Keep Forget-

', “Hopeless™ and Ringo's cover
of “She's About a Mover.”

The other Beatles are showcased
on Ringo's latest. The lead-off track,
“Wrack My Braln,” bears the stamp

of George Harrison all over it Itisa
swift-moving Harrison-penned/pro-
duced tune from the *, , . Roses™ al-
bum which briefly flirted with hit
status In '81.

Paul McCartney contrlbutes two
other lrnch from (hat undetrnud

BEELZEBUBBA
— Dead Milkmen

As Jim Walewander tolls away in
the Detrolt Tigers’ minor league
camp, he can assess hls contribution
to major league bascball and be
quite proud.

“Wales” couldn’t hit a lick, but he
mde the Dead Milkmen a clud

hold name. Jim, Thls

the
ham-mvnn:d "“Private Pro
Combined with “Wrack My Braln,”
one wonders why nobody took notice
of Ringo then, elther,

Ringo's third ex-mate, John Len-
non, shaws up on the partying “Coo-
kin (in the Kltchen of Love,)" from
the 1976 album, ‘Ringo’s Rologra-

rot

Some of the drummer’s weaker al-
bums (“Ringo the 4th” and “Bad
Boy") also are represented on the
CD, unfortunately.

Ringo probably will never match

e. Thanks,
undoublzdly will earn you a Rall of
Fame entry on the flrst ballot.
Yc. l.he Pblhddpbh punk group

(Enimu) Yu iu lunuy. Yes. it's
pc;h.nps the Milkmen's best offering
todate,

Perhaps the Dead Milkmen are
one of the last American punk bands.
They embody the troe meaning of
punk music. Like I chumh softball
game, anyone can pla;

The Dead ‘Mlu:mca perlorm with

the North Pole), tbe Dead Milkmen's
forte is the lyrics. Humorous, yes,
but the true gift these fellas posess
is thelr ability to get to the heart of
the matter.

For example, here's some lines to
sample from the opening cut “Brat
In the Frat” "1 do not like you col-
lege brat/1 do not like you and your
frat/I do not like you at the shore/]
do not like you drunk on Coors. . . .I
bope you da't decide to breed/cause
that's one thing wo don't peed.” Lit-
tle gray area there, that's for sure.

Granted, some of (hh stuff Is darn
right ]uven.l.le. Songs about
banana peels and body

bridled intensity. there's
an al in

the success he had {ol.
lowing the Bealles' breakup, But
“Starr Struck ., ." at least shows
pmple that he has done some pretty

ood things in the years since.
— Tim Smith

thelr music — the Dead Milkmen
are actually learning how to play
thelr instruments. A frightening
thought, Indeed.

Musicianship aside (2lke maybe to

in
radlo that is not meant to be funny,
but Is.

— Larry O'Connor

WHO GOES
THERE?

— Cinecyde

Cinecyde is ooe of those bands who
you sece live and say, ‘Wow.,” Then
ymm {or the record and you say,
haty”

The Cinccyde on stage and the
Cinecyde on vinyl are apparently
two different animals. The group
scen at the local pab is aggressive
and packs quite a wallop, Somehow.
somewbere, something
here.

On “Who Gocs There?™ (Tremor),
we wait. We wait for one of the more
progressive bands In the area to
evolve {rom scmething more than a
Nmbonunruemk\:‘mllmmt.

‘Thoagh t song
subjects can be found a3 well as
i s B L
Ihmembutvpln&benuenlm-

sound remintscent of the late *70s

lzatlon of our society, is washed

\

away with conunulmbhm of guitar.

Some soogs, “Lave Me, o
Leave Me Alone” for example, could
be shortened for better elfect.

Yet when Clnecyde is
cylinders, it's a force to be reckoned
with. “Mojo Man," a soag

Ilrl.n;enll] .

without
any deep meaning, really lends itself -

wmunmdu!unecydumuﬁc.

Perhaps, we're expecting too
munh.On"thGoaM!”dﬂ"
cyuenmmhxymbemur worse /L.

any other band o

the Detrolf -

— -
mmuyimmundmmd
his Cinecyde mates don't seem 1o be
tu{wp that wouald only settle for

..~ ==LarryO'Connor
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