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By Dan Greenberg
staft wilter

Frankly, after perusing the nominations for
best actress of 1908, I called the Academy and
suggested they drop it this year. For some rea-
son, however, they didn't pay any attention, so
we'll have to deal with Melaine Griffith
{"“Worklng Girl'), Sigourncy Weaver {"Gorillas
in the Mlst'}, Glenn Close (“Dangereous Lial-
son‘), Jodie Foster (“The Accused’) and Meryl
Streep (“A Cry in the Dark’),

One of the problems in analyzing these wom-
en in those roles is the difflculty of separating
performance from character and from the ve-
hicle which reached the screen. In of the
five instance (Close, Foster and Streep), the
portrayals were excellent, but the fllms were
unpleasant. Close's and Griffith's movies also
recelved best pleture nods.

In all these cases, the actresses ought to be
complimented for doing well with unattractive
matcrlnl Nonetheless, the general flavor of
the film reflects poorly on the performers and
viewers tend to give more eredit to more posi-
tive fllms.

That may be why Melanle Griffith was nom-
inated. “Working Girl' wasn’t particularly un-
pleasant, but it wasn't

The best actress:
It may be Glenn,
but it’ll be close  :
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Glenn Close
has been nom-
inated for an
Oscar for her -
role as the
scheming Ma-
dame de Mer-
teull in “Dan-
gerous Liai-

pretentious even phonies were ringlng up mu-“:'
tomplnlnt_s

Clearly, Weaver’s competition for Snppon-
ing Actress, which includes Joan Cusack as
Griffith’s bizarre, but fast {rlend in “ Wcrklng
Girl,” ls way ahead on this one.

As for Weaver’s “Gorilla’ performance, um,_,
too, was a caricature of an ol woman,
who placed “her” gorillas above all else, even
survival. But Weaver played it stricty from the -
Magic Kingdom, so that's two down.

JODI FOSTER'S portrait of “bad" glrl
abused by men apd by the system in “The
Accused” is a worthy performance but, agaln, 2%
the general aura of the film with its brutal, and .,

¥, rape scene d d me from
Foster's performance.

Some may argue that such feclings testify to ‘.
excelient acting, but I stick by the principal ..
that the best roles are the positive although mt
necessarily herole ones.

Glenn Close’s pre-Revolutionary French ar-.,.
Istocract whose sexuality is her only weapon in |,
“Dangerous Ltaisons” Is another case of an un-
pleasant and generally unclnematic film which 1. N
detracts from performance. The decadence of
the times reflected in the film — it was too ,
talky .and generally lacked motlon — turned .
me off carly on, so that Close’s excellent ™"

either, just a silly, lnconsistent and weakly
structured film that panders to feminist asplr-
tions. There's very little tenslon or excltement,
just a lot of pleasant meandering through the
business world's fast lane.

GRIFFITH'S portrayal of a fading secretary
with management asplrations is not the high
catlber performance ass~>iated with an Oscar.
Among ather things, her alction shifts, not as iy
10 be expected as the character grows and ma-
tures, but as the situation fluctuates. Some-
times she’s a competent businesswoman who
has studied ditigently and sometimes she's a
flaky secretary from Staten Island. Nelther
her performance nor the film work very well.

To my mind, the other weak performance
that got nominated was Sigorney Weaver who
has a fairly rare distinction — she's only the
fitth performer to recelve two acting nomlna-
tlons in one year — best actress for ber role as
Dlan Fossey in “Gorillas ln the Mist' nnd sup-
porting actress as the nas t-

;

!

‘was wasted on this viewer.
This Ls Close’s fifth nomination In eight films
and while she ranks pear the top in nomina-
tions, she has yet to win an Oscar and that may
add a few polnts to ber side. But she is up
agalnst one of the top nominess, Meryl Streep,
who counts elght nomlnations for her 15 films.
Streep won twlce, in 1982 for “Sophie’s Cholce®
and Ka:.: 5upportlnz actress in the 1976 “Kramer
vs.

ceeeend

IN“A cnv in the Dark,” Mery] Streep prnys
a mother falsely accused of murdering ber
chlld and unjustly, the butt of public hysteria.
Desplte Strecp’s excellent work, the role Is one
of considerable ambivalence, While it probably
reflects the way such an accusation wotld de-
stroy a woman's life — and ber reaction proba-
bly Is reasonable ~ the flim was sufficiently

“ discordant so that it never Is convincing.

Desplte my distaste for “A Cry Io the Dark,”
there's no question in my mind that Meryl
Streeps pcdonn&nct was the best of the five.

. )

ing poor Melanle Gri!m.h ln “Working Glrl C

In bo caver’s
are thin, unplewmt urlcnturu. In the latter,
she projects an unbelicvable veneer that is so

Meryl Streep won her nomination for her portrayal of Lindy Chamberlain in “A Cry in the Dark.”

goes, she's won
some, this one wasn't that great and o it's
time for Glenn Close to be a bride instead of &
bridesmald. She's my pick, not for best actress,
but to win the Oscar In that category.

Who’s going to name that moose?
Odds and ends from the ‘Upper’ fm o w e g |

Jackson for maple tree tapping and
sheep shearing at the ENa Sharp Mo-
scum March 19, or to Kalamazoo for

By Irls Sanderson Jonss
conlributing travel edltor

This column should be headlined
“Name that moose, and other inter-
esting bits of miscellany,” but who
has that much room for a headllne?

Accordlng to the Upper P:nlnsula

suckers for dumb publicity stunts?
Not me, While we arc on the subject
of the UP, however, lets talk about
what else I3 golng on up there,

‘There is a Spring Carnlval March
18-19 at Marquette Mountain, which
has just been seld to Peter O'Davero
of Marquelte. A prlmg Funfest at

In Iror

Travel and
known In the UP as UPTRA: Smokey
the Bear had a name, Woodsy Owl
had a name, even Paul Bunyan's ox,
Babe, bad a name. But what about
Michigan's moose? Mooses? Moose.

These moose are not pative Amer-
ican citizens, they are naturalized
immigrants, 60 of them having been
transported here from Ontario in
1985 and 1986.

Our long-legged friends needed
some way to keep warm during
those long Michigan winters in the
Upper Peninsula, so you won't be
surprised to hear that the herd has
grown to 120!

UPTRA is so fond of unm that
they have decided to adopt them all,
and make the moose the token
mascot of the Yuu Pee.

Now, 1f you would like to name the
moose, you can write your creative
selection on a three-by-flve card and
send It (one entry per card, please)
to; Name the Moose Contest, UP-
TRA, Box 400, Iron Mountain, Mich.
49801,

Your deadline is Aug. 15, 1909, If
you win, you recelve a four-day tour
ul the UP wltb guest appearances on

WLUC-TV in Marquette, a top-to-
boltom tour of the Mackinac Bridge,
atﬂplnlomemu'ywﬂhlbp
partment of Natural Rescurces biol
oglst and “other »

It you don'’t win (or even if you do}

+ you will get a maiibox full of litera-
ture about the UP.

WHO SAYS that columnists are

Plne o

March 18-19 and 25-26, An Ice Show
in Marquette April 1.2. A Plenlc in
the Snow In Manden April 8. North
American Short-Track Speed Skat-
ing in Marquette March 25-26,

‘What else is golng on ln Michigan
as we head [nto spring? You are not
the only one with a primordlal urge
1o come out of the winter cold into
the warmth of spring. The fish have
the same urge, and Michigan has 146
varleties, from minnows to lake
sturgeon.

The smelt-dipping season began
south of M-72 (2 line from Harrls-

vitie to Empire) on March 1, and
north of M-72 on April 1 the season
closes May 31.

Smelt fishing may be less about
catching fish than It is about the
bonding between fisherfolk, whe love
to wade Into ley waters at dawn, net
wiggly masses of fish and pass them
out to their fricnds at home.

Dipping with hand nets is allowed
on the Great Lakes and thelr con-
necting waters and within onc-half
mite of the mouth of any Great
Lakes tribuutary. It applies to suck-
er, carp, bow!ln and gar as well as to
smelt,

THERE IS a Sport and RV Show
at Grand Center in Grand Raplds
March 16-19. St Patrick's Day
Parades all over the place, including
March 17 in Manistee and March 19
in Bay City.

8pring Is just around the corner, and fishing enthusiasts are
getting their nets ready for the annual smelt run.

sheep shearing at the Kalamazoo
Nature Center March 26.

You can tell people are really get-
ting desperate for spring.

1f you want to do somethlng about
the tourist scene, sign up for the
slxth annual Governor's Conjerence
on Tourism Apri) 9-11 at Grand
Traverse Resort Village, The theme
this year is “Service to Match the
Scenery.” The guest speaker is JW.
Marriott Jr.,, president and board
chairman of the Marriott Corpora-
tion. Call (517) 373-0670.

Or, you could start w:
for Michigan Week, May 19-27.

OK, OK, 50 you don’t carc what
they call the moose, you don’t want
to go to the UP, and you don't care
about tourism. Or Susan McCord's
Quilts at Greenfield Village, either.

So why don't you contact the De-

of Nat
Park Division, at Box 30028, Lansing
48909 and reserve a park cabln, a
tent or & “tipl” in one of Michlgan's
state parks? If I count correctly,
there are 665 parks.

Cabins are available In some of
them: Bald, Mt. Brighton, Cheboy-
gan, Cralg Lake, Fort Custer,
land, Holly, Island Lake, Ortonville,
Porcupine Mountaing, Rifie River,
Waterloo, J.W. Wells, Wilderncss

and Yankee Sp! tent

At 15 parks you can rent a
already set up au a lot and equlpped
with two cots lleeplng

Some of them are Xndhn
Teplica tipis. Olll (517) 37&1110 {ur
alist of the parias.

And If you would rather go ln a
group, ask about a big cabln or about
u]ze outdoor centers for 30-130 peo-

e.

F you hove a travel question
Jor Iris Sanderson Jones, send it
to Street Scene, 36251 Sc)wotchfl.
Livonia 48150,

An island getaway
doesn’t have to be

Enjoy your getaway even more by taking ndr\m.\g: '
of our ﬁp.\u] Packige* rates during: Farcwedl to
Wintee —May 23-June 29; Memorial Day
26-28; Midweek Speing Fling—
May 23-Junc 29; Lilac Festival —June 9-18;
July 4th Celebration —June 30-July 5; Yacht
to Mackinac, weekend of
July 14; Port Huron to Mackinac, weckend of Mlm
July 21; Labor Day Weekend—-September 14 [P T
s cnndearn rph on 3l pectd Pt

=555 1:800-833- 5583

Weekend —

Races—Chicago

MACklNAC s

faraway

1t can be as close as Mission Roint, an
18-acre lakefront resort on Mackinac
Island. Coeme enjow the outdoor
heated pool, hot tubs, tennis couns,
exercise/fitness center, and all the
unspailed beauty of the istand itself,

ISLAND RESORT
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