School finance reform: far from dead

By Tim Richard
stoll wrlter

Some gquestions and rcflections
on the embattled school tax re-
Jform plan:

Q. The Senate rejected a schoo)
tax plan Jast week. What are its
chances of winning by the March 17
dendllne?

A. Excellent. The House passed it
87-14, with 13 votes more than the
necded two-thirds majority,

The Senate vote was 22.14, four
short of the needed 26. if history (s
any gulde, the Senate will put togeth-
er 26 voles by the deadllne,

And the yes votes are there. Sever-
al Democratic senators took a walk,
or voted no, until the Republicans
meet them half-way by providing 13
of the needed 26. So far, only 12 Re-
publicans senators have voted yes.

Shouldn't Gov. Jim Blanchard and
Senate Majority Leader Jokn Engler
exert more leadership?

A. Probably not. Blanchard wants
a third term, and Engler is hls prob-
able GOP opponent.

If they take opposite sides, they
will polarize the issue politically. If
they take the same side, the voters,
with their trip-'em-up sense of hu-
mor, may well reject the plan.

There are tlmes when Jeaders
should lead, and there arc times
when they should stand back and let
the voters’ will'be done. This is one
for the voters,

Special ed
science fair
at Oakland U

‘The fourih statewide Michigan
Discovery Science Falr for Speclal
Educatlon Students will be held
Thursday and Frlday in the Oakland
Center on the Qakland Unlversity
campus near Rochester,

1t is free to the publie. Hours are
11 a.m. to 9 pm. Thursday and 9-
noon Friday.

Funding is provided by the Michi-
gan Assoclation of Teachers of Emo-
tlonally Disturbed Children, Michl-
gan Association of Learning Disablll-
ties Educators, Science Educatlon
for Exceptional Children and
Romulus Community Schools.

An awards ceremony will be held
10-11:30 a.m. Friday in Room 202 of
O'Dowd Hall, according to spokes-
man Allcla Kobane,

analysis

Q. What's sa speclal about this
plan for raising the sales tax 2 cents
and culting property taxes?

A, Actually, iU's close to the rec-
ommendatlon of the blue-ribbon
Mlchlgan School Finance Commis-
sfon — remember them? — In Sep-
tember 1987, The Runkel commis-
sion recommended a 2-cents hike In
the sales tax,

One major dlffercnee: It recom-
mended poallng commercial and in-
dustrial property taxes statewide, lo
equallze resources, and letting resi-
dential and farm taxes conlinue to
be callected tocally.

The current Nye-Ozender plan,
known as HIR B, makes a signifi-
cant modificatlon: nine mills collect-
ed statewide, eight mills locally.

A. What's slgulficant about that?

A. For decades, farm districts
have been ltching to get thelr hands
on the citles’ industrial tax base
without giving up thelr rural autono-

my. .

The Nyec-Oxender plan sldesteps
this moncy grab by pooling all prop-
erty in two pots. Thus, cltles and sub-
urbs stlll have an incentive to recruit
industry and commerce.

HJIR B also allows local option en-
richment taxes: four millls of the
property tax, 0.5 percent of the in-
come tax.

‘My tax bill’

Q. How will thls plan affect my
tax bil?

A, You'll have to flgure that out
yourself. The sales tax hlke wlill
bring in $1.6 billion; the property tax
cuts wil) total $1.1 biilion or more,
so there’s a tax hike of almost $500
million as well as a shifl. Part of
ihat sales tax hike will be paid by
non-resident tourists and business
travelers,

Lock at your state Income tax re-

Tornado sirens
to sound March 23

Oakland County's tornade slrens
will sound at 1 p.m. March 23 as part
of Tornado Safcty Week.

A tornado can reach wind speeds
of up to 300 miles per hour, cutting a
path of destructlon for mere than
200 mlles. And Michlgan averages 17
torpadoes each year.

With the Mlchigan tornado seasen
near, it's time to safeguard, said
Oakland County Executlve Daniel T.
Murphy. He declared March 19-25 as
Tornado Safety Week.

“Hopefully this year we shall re-

duce personal injurics and fatal incl-
dents duc to tornadoes. Through pub-
lic education, we hope te make peo-
ple aware of the safeguards against
the traumatlc destruction of the tor-
nado,” Murphy said.

Oakland County EMS/Emergency
Management will offer a “skywarn
Spotter Training” program to the
public in March and April.

All schools and businesses may
test thelr Internal tommado safety
plans and further educate their em-
ployces on tornado safety.

Monday, March 13, 1889 O&E

(o)5A

I history is any guide, the Senate will
put together 26 votes by the March 17
deadline. The yes votes are there.
Almost all school districts will benefit,
8o expect officials to be either

favorable or neutral.

turn to see if you got a property tax
rebate. If so, the property tax cut
may be the same as the rebate, and.
you'll get no tax cut at all.

Sale taxes aren't deductible on
your federal tax form, so that will
cost you.

Sen, Doug Cruce of Troy made this
point: Lower-income familles in
richer schoal distrlets are likely to
gel nicked lard, The plan favors
poor school districts, not poor peo-
ple, he said.

Q. Whose advice sbould I take on
vollng yes or no?

A. Listen to everybody, but do
your own calculations.

Almost 2ll school districts wil)
benefit, so expect officials to be ef-
ther favorable or neutral. Teachers
untons will faver it.

Taxpayers in the high-tech belt be-
tween Oakland University and the
University of Michigan likely will
pay more than their districts get

back. The questlon Is: Wl the bene-
fit be worth the cost? Three million
voters will make three million deci-
slons.

Why a hike?

Q. Why do we need a tax increase
nayway?

A. Some say we don't. Dick
Headlee, the tax fighter from Farm-
Ington Hills, says the governor and
leglslatars are failing to give schools
$450 mllllon by the

about cleaning up toxle wastes,

Sen. Rudy Nichols of Waterford
and Rep. John Bennett of Redford
have come up with versions of a dif-
ferent idea: As state revenuecs grow,
dedicate a big portlon of the in.
creasc to education.

Engler's gubernatorial platform
will call for Increasing the percent-
age of the state budget for schools,

The fact Is that some school dis-
tricts — In rural areas and non-in-
dustrial suburbs — have only a third
as much money per student as oth-
ers. They're hurting.

Q. Can those formulas wark?

A. In the real world, budgets are
made in the sweaty world of politics,
not by mathematical formulas.

Q. Any predictions on bow the
May 16 clection will tarn ont?
Blanchard says it won't fly, and Ea-
gler is pessimistic.

A. With reazon, Every tax reform
proposal for nearly two decades has
gone down.

Michigan Constitution.”

In real life, the mental health peo-
ple are clamoring for more and
scheduling a rally on the Capitol
steps; prosecutors, judges and juries
are sending more crooks to prison
for langer sentences; Social Services
direetor Pat Babeock wants a wel.
fare increase for his clients; courts
want more and more; and you know
what eavironmentalists are saying

voters are in three
camps: 20 percent want a lax In-
crease; nearly 40 percent are with
Tisch and Headlee for a cut; and the
rest arc in the middle. There’s no
clear majarity.

Micklgan voters love their schools.
If someone convinces them schools
will benefit, they'll tax themselves.
But if they believe judges, welfare
clients and unjons will raid the pot
— forget it.
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March 13 through March 18

Everything in our showcases will be
sold at EXCEPTIONAL PRICES.
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Security Service.
assistance 13 summoned.

to be burglarized.
you can trust.

perimeter arssors, an

Call 1-800-225-52417.
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Peace of mind

for American homes.

Affordable protection.
A name you can trust.
Only *19%" per month.

For over 125 years, the name “Brinks” has stood for
security, protection and assurance. Now, more than
80,000 American homeowners enjoy that same peace of
mind for their home and family. Through Brink's Home

For only $18.85 per month and a low, one-time $105
basic connection fee, your home can be electronically
monitored by Brink's 24 hours a day So If an intruder
enters — whether you're home or not, & warning siren
sounds, Brink’s s automatically

notified, and emergency

A small price to pay when, according to the FBI,
homes with electronic security are 15 times less likely

So call now For affordable protection. From a name
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At the Twelve Oaks Prom Fashion Show. In the
Lord & Taylor Court at 1pm, and again at 3pm.

Our Junior Fashion Panel will be modeling the
latest Prom fashions from the stares of Twelve Oaks.

twelve oaks.
The only choice for better choices.

Huxtsorfa, Loed d Taylor, Sears, X Penney ardt over 180 grest stores and pervicrs. Mon-Sat, 10am-9pmm, Sundiy, NooerSpm, {313) 3489400, 396 a Novi Road, Exit 182,

Givi a sgeoal preview of all the hot new
oF 89 Prom.

looks for the 19

The Twelve Oaks Prom Fashion Show. It's where
to land before vau take off for the Prom.
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