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) £ BROKE no law. He didn't ravage a
woodlat.
Rut he violated the spirit of Farm.
inglon Hills' pew tree protection ordi-
nance — despite Mayor Terry Sever's view to the
contrary.

To make matters worse, Harold Larson is a
partner in the Farmington Hills law firm of Lar-
son, Harms & Wright, which represents the cily
and which wrote the ordinance!

Larson, whose family owns six acres northeast
of 12 Mile and Halsted, hired a logger to chiop
down 19 landmark {rees two wecks before the
ordinance took effect Feb. 13,

If anyone should have understood the sensitivi-
ty of trec cutling after the ordinance was ap-
proved Jan. 23, it was Larson.

Mayor Sever may be satisfied with Larson's
explanation for not waiting until after the ordi-
nance took effect and applying through the city
(o remove the landmark trees.

But we agree with councilman Ben Marks, who
said; It sets a pretty bad example.”

THE ORDINANCE requires a tree location
survey and a city permit to remove or relocate
most varieties of trees from undeveloped or de-
veloped land.

The trees he removed “were stressed or dying
as evidenced by the cores,” Larson tcld the city
council by leter Feb. 20.

“The constraints placed on the cutting leaves
stands of trees of the various species throughout
the property in a dense and heaithy conditlon.

“, .. we were in fact assuring the future
health and vitality of the woods,” he added.

We appreciate his understanding that woodlots
require proper thinning to {lourish. The acreage
- still sports hundreds of tall trees.

But that’s not the issue. Timing is.
As council watcher Masha Silver put it: “This

HETHER you like it or not, the

Reagan Adminlstration reduced big-

raoney aid programs to the states and

local governments for cight years,

and the Bush Administration is unlikely to re-

verse the trend — not with the big budget deficits
Washington confronts.

But if the federal government can't afford to
help pave Main Street, it shouldn't block local
efforts by taxing interest on state and local
bonds.

Since 1913, when the federal income tax was
passed, Unele Sam has kept its hands off interest
which investors earn on state-local bonds. That
has allowed the state-local units to pay 25-30

Recall

ECALL — just saying the word makes
. elected officials quiver. Actually being
) the larget of one is a polltician’s worst
nightmare,

And we think thal’s a good thing.

In the last two decades, recalls have taken a
tot of heat from establishment figures who, many
times, would rather be left alone to conduct the
people's business.

They have painted this constitutional, and very
legal, process as something akin to a blasphemy
against democracy. Sometimes the public has
been fooled into believing it

That's why we want to take a minute to say a
few good things about recalls. We think the pro-
cess has gotten a had rap — mainly because it's
always caster for those in power to get out their
message as the credible one while leaving the
disgruntled recall advocates looking foolish and
sometimes evil.

Admittedly, when the framers of our most re-
cent state constitution sat down in the early '60s
to spruce up the 1908 version, little did they real-
ize the impact that Sectlon 8 of Article I would
have on communities which at that lime were in
their infancy.

RECALL originally was intended to "throw
the bums out of city hall,” ing officials who

Bad timing

E,Spirit of new tree law skirted

Sorry, Mr. Larson. But in our
book, you've compromised the
public trust.

is an altorney who knew very well what he was
doing. And he knew he had to do what he did to
gel in under the law.”

Besides, the ordinance allows removing badly
diseased trees. So if Larson indeed is correct in
assessing his trees' health, they would've quali-
fied for removal under the ordinance.

IF LARSON HAD waited two weeks, his only
requirements would've been to have the site sur-
veyed and to seck a permit.

Profitability may not have been a motive in
the short term. Larson said he got $2,100 from
the logger and paid $2,000 for the cleanup.

But he acknowledges the land might be sold
for cluster housing. So it behooves him to thin the
woodlot to make it more attractive to a develop-
er.

Given all the talk in the last year about ethics
around Farmington Hills City Hall, it's amazing
Larson thinks “we have remained sensitive to the
spirit of the tree ordinance.”

He's an attorney. And Mayor Sever may feet
he’s honorable. But Larsons actions can't be
condoned. Violating the spirit of the law is al-
most as bad as violating the law.

As Silver put it: *What he did was legal, but it
wasn't ethical. What will happen with his ethics
when something serious comes up — much more
serious?"”

Sorry, Mr. Larson. But in our book, you've
compromised the public trust. You've unwitting-
ly thrown up a red flag in the public cye.

Hands off state-local bonds

percent lower interest rates, immensely increas-
ing their bonding capacity.

0Oakland County’s new $123 million solid waste
incinerator will be financed by tax-exempt
bonds. The forthcoming computer center, court-
house addition and law library probably will fol-
low the same route,

Granted, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled last
year said the Constitution doesn’t prevent federal

*taxation of state-local bond interest. It still

doesn’t mean Congress should do it.

If the federal government can't help rebuild
America’s infrastructure, it shouldn't tie the
ilalgs‘ and local units’ hands by taxing their
onds.

‘A tool for grass roots protest

Democracy is never easy. It takes
time, patience and much
discussion.

The mare liberal politicians hatched the idea
and, irenically, they are the ones today who are
the most upset with its use, Certainly, conserva-
tives have generally taken more advantage of
the process.

But every tneh of the political specirum has
been touched.

FOR FAR too long arrogance has been the
rule rather than the exception in local politics.
‘Those bringing legitimate protest to government
chambers have too often been rudely dismissed.
Those who have shown a concern for their chil-
dren’s education have been shunted aside.

Now those in protest may have been right or
wrong, but that hardly is the issue. Their right Lo
an answer and a particlpatory role in their own
government Is a concern,

Too often persons have walked away from a
government meeting feellng disenfranchised.
Elected officials, in general, must shoulder the
ibilily for the recall reaction.

.mostly were on the take. But politics, being the
evolutionary animal Lhat it is, transformed recall
into quite anather process.

. In short, recall has become a very effective
‘tool for grass roots political protest. Now, hardly
‘a suburban community around Detroit has gone
unscathed. Every kind of elected official from
school board Lrustee to city council member has
been given the bums rush. And every elected of-
ficial up to the governor lives under the threat of
recall.

Democracy is never easy. It takes time, pa-
tience and much discussion. It takes the partici-
pation of everyone who wishes to be involved —
even when elected officlats and hired govern-
ment hands would wish otherwise.

While we abstain at this time from endorsing
or casting aspersions at any partlcular recalt
movement, we applaud those who at least take
thelr valuable time to challenge the arrogance of
power and make our clected offlcials more ac-
countable,
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Legal opinion should
be released to public

FARMINGTON SCHOOL board
president Jack Cotton is right. It ls a
“very legitimate request.”

And in my view, It should be
granted, Board members have no ba-
sis to withho!d an attorncy’s written
legal opinlon stating that operating
moncy can't be uscd to build a new
school.

Farmington Hills-based Alexan-
der Hamilton Life Insurance Co. of
America shouldn’t have had te resort
to the Freedom of Information Act
to try to examine that key document.

On Jan. 31, voters by a 3-1 margln
approved $7.3 millllon In bonds to
build a west-slde elementary to help
relieve districtwide overerowding.

On March 3, after two informal
requests were turned down, Alexan-
der Hamllton Life economist Patrick
Anderson filed a Freedom of Infor-
matlon Act request to examine all
distrlet documentation that opera-
ting money can't be used to bulld a
new school.

The distrlet administration made
flve documents available but with-
held the written lcgal opinlon,

CITING THE Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, Lynn Nutter, acting su-
perintendent last weck, wrote in a
March 8 letter to Anderson that the
opinion is “exempt from disclosure,”
claiming attorney-cllent privilege.

Sorry, Mr, Nutter. I don’t buy that.
What's 5o confldential?

Even If the privilege applies, the
Freedom of Informatlon Act states
only that the school board may with-
hold the oplnlon. The opinlon Isn’t
automatically “exempt frem disclo-
sure.”

Besides, the school board and ad-
ministration “purposely, openly and
frequently used the opinlon to ac-
tively campaign for bond approval,
as Anderson put It.

The district In effecct made the
opinion a public document.

“Help Bulld Thelr Future,” a dis-
trlct handout before the January
vate, states: “Schoals can be bullt
only with bond money, which re-
quires voter approval.”

Its November newsletter states:
“, . . we'll be coming to you, the vot-
ers, sometime §n 1989 to ask bonding
approval for a new clementary
school. Please understand that our
fund cquity cannot be used to con-

struct a hew schoo), even If we want-
cd to use it for that purpose.”

WHO'S THE cllent anyway?

If the oplnfon was so vital In woo-
Ing voter approval for a major bond
Issue requiring property-tax money
to pay off, It seems to me the elec-
torate Is the cllent.

Every Farmington Public Schools
taxpayer has a right to Inspect the
legal report, in my view,

The Freedom of Information Act
entitles the publle “to full and com-
plete information regarding the af-
{airs of government and the officlal
acis of those who represent them as
publle officials and publlc employ-
ees,”

Part of the reason the Observer
supported (he bond proposal was
deputy superintendent Michael Flan-
agan's assurance that no voter-au-
thorized operating millage could be
used for such a major capltal im-
provement. .

I ngree with Anderson that the
school board next Tuesday should
overrule Its administration and al-
low public serutiny of the legal re-

port.
No publlc body has the power to
arbitrartly deny access to public In-
formatlon.
Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm.
ington Observer.
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Be discreet
with handouts

To the cdltor:

1 read about the homeless March 2
wlith much sadness.

Some sadness for the many out
there who really do need help and
are incapable of helping themselves
due to mental disorders, and others
victims of soine unforeseen tragedy.

Then there are the majority who
are always looking for handouts be-
cause they don’t want to work to bet-
ter themselves and are looking for
help to support thelr drug and atco-
hol habits.

Help to the latter group also sad-
dens me becausc I belleve peaple
1lke Darlcne Feldman arc contribut-
ing to thelr problem by giving hand-
outs, therefare, taking away any in-
centive some might have to become
a productive part of soclety.

Some might think I am unsym-
pathetle. But I worked in the inner
clty and my job took me into the
homes of many on welfare. I saw
how many are bleeding soclety for
everythlng they can.

Not only did I work In the inner
clty, but at ane time I was one of the
homeless looking for handouts to
support my alcohol problem.

One time the Salvatlon Army gave
cach person a new pair of gloves af-
ter dlning on a water bowl of soup

Steve Barnaby managing editor

Rich Perlberg assistant managing editor
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and some dry bread. Every one of
the guys T knew, as well as myself,
sald the new gloves to help buy a
battle of booze.

I could go on and on with similar
stories on why so many are out there
and homeless — but shouldn't be giv-
en Lhis type of help,

I know many people like Darlene
mean well, but please be a little
more discrect in glving handouts —
lest we take away someone’s incen-
tlve to seek help to overcome their
problems and become a productive
human belng.

Virgil Thill,
Farmiogton Hlils

Taxes irk
Hills man

To the editar:

Is it colncldenta) the Farmington
Publle Schools bond issue passed
forc we were told of the 10-20 per-
cent rise In property tax assess-
ments?

What has happened (o state Sen.
Jack Faxon's proposed rise in the
$1,200 homestead property tax ex-
emption?

Asscssing property at §0 percent
of its market value is vielous and
should be repealed.

1urge a "vote no” agalnst a 6-per-
cent sales tax. Smoke and mlrrors
again.
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Suburban Communicalions Corp,
Philip Powar chairman of the board

I urge a yes vote for a part-time
legislature.

Earl Sheedy,

Farmlngton Hills

Beware of
stereo scam

To the editor

Over the last year, I have been ap-
proached four thmes by men selling
stereo speakers from a van: twlce In
Farmington Hills, once in Bloom-
fleld Townshlp and once in South-
fleld,

‘The men, usually a pair in their
late 20s to carly 30s, fiag you over
on the road or approach you in a
parking lot near your auto. Custom-
arlly, thelr scam has them working
for some alleged stereo company.

According to thelr story, in the
last shipment received, there were
too many speakers (aclually large
loudspeakers). If they rveport thls
fact to thelr boss, he will steal them
for himself on the way back to “the
store.” The implicatlon is you wil}
recelve a great deal because they
are trylng to unload stolen mer-
chandise in a hurry. N

Beware [ they try to sell you
speakers on the road or i a parking
lot. They are constantly in search of
the next vietim!

Michael J, Bouchard,
Beverly Hills
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