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DRC ready to open gates for start of new season

BY Brisn Lysaght
stal writer

Powers was DRC's top female jockey Jast To win the Super Tri, bettors have to pick
year and she alms to flnish in the Top 10 the top three finishers in the fifth race and

Along the backstretch at Ladbroke DRC,
hope springs cternal — at least this week 1t

does.
;With good reason. Friday fs opening day
far DRC's 1989 scason. And jockeys, train-

ers, owners and horse race fans have win-  female.

ning on thelr minds. Odds belng what they
are, many won't, but that’s another matter.
‘Friday’s program 15 a rite of spring, real-
1y, and optimism is in the afr at Ladbroke,
Michigan's only thoroughbred race track.
The day’s racing begins at 1:30 p.m, and in-
cludes a race duct

gmong more than 50 DRC jockeys in 1989, top four In the slxth, all in order of finlsh.

Last year's Super-Tri pot reached

¥
HORSE RACING may be a man’s world,  $484,000, sald track publicist Bob Raymond.
but Powers, who has been riding at DRC
sinee 1980, sald that doesn’t matter. About "WHEN WE generate a pool over
10 percent of the regular DRC jockeys are $100,000 . . . it helps our attendance and

handle (money wagered). It's our answer to

“Everyone knows me around here and I'm  the lottery,” Raymond sald.
established,” she said, surveylng the crowd- Many (ralners, horses and jockeys arrived
ed race track kitchen. recently in Livonia from warm weather
Larger racing ficlds are hoped for, with  tracks in the south or west. They have spent
DRC's tote board being expanded from 12-  the last few weeks preparing for the DRC
to-14 stots over Lhe winter. More horses  season, which runs through November.

wlll be tougher and car- Trainer James Jackson, who spent the

Race Track in New York.

“You know that saylag, ‘Winnlng isn't
everything?’ * asks jockey Therese Powers
:7;‘ ‘Westland, “Bulls-. Winnlng is cvery-

from mean

ryover pueses likely will be Jarger on DRC's  winter at Tampa Bay Downs in Florida, was

YARD

LUMVIBER
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popular Super Trifecta races, which com.  watching his horses work out onc morning

monly draw 12 or more horses. tbls week at DRC.
“Makes it a little tougher to bet,” said Jackson's horses clalmed 97 races last
DRC Presldent BIlE Bork. year, making the 42-year-old Lexington,
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Ky., natlve the second-leading winner
among (ralners. He brought 35 horses to
DRC thls year, includlng “some nice (wo-
year-olds,” he sald.

“They all are fit and ready to run. And I
run 'em. I got owners that wont to see 'em
run,” Jackson sald.

Jockey Ronnle Hirdes, beginning his
fourth season at DRC, exercised nine horses
Monday morning. Like most jockeys, Hirdes
bas an agent, Marty Combs, who lines up
rides for him by negotiating with tralners.

HIRDES, A 110-pound “natural light-
welght,” said he had no trouble keeplng his
welght down. He tallied more than 90 wins
last year at DRC, and wants to double that
this year.

“T'd tlke (o be a leading rider,” Hirdes
said. “I'd itke to win 200 races If possiblle.
That’s what I'm shooting for.”

Hirdes, 27, began ridlng at age 11 and
lurned pro in 1978,

“I think everyone would like ride to be in
New York or Callfornia, but you gotta go
where you can make a decent Hving,” he
sald, “] can make a decent Lving here.”

But other states can offer off-track and
inter-track betting, nelther of which ia legal
in Michigan, OTB allows bettors to wager at
places other than race tracks — grocery
stores, for Instance. ITB allows bettors to
wager only at race tracks on a second
track’s program.

Ladbroke officials belleve OTB Ls needed
to make the sport more profitable and to
bring it to a wider audience.

The issue Is tied up in the Michigan Legls-
lature, partly because of opposition from
harness horsemen. ITB Is glven better odds
of passage than OTB.
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