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- How do you figure when spring starts?

: PRING y arrives for
. the northern hemlsphere on
Monday, March 20, at 10:28

T a.m.

. The “official" start of spring often
- puzzles people. Just what does exact-
<ly determine the precise moment?

The answer is the posltion of the
“sun with respect to a line called the
rcelestial equator.

The earth’s equator Is a ilne that
“dlvides our planct inte & northern
‘and southern hemlsphere. When this
cquator line is extended out inta
-space, it's called the celestial equa-
‘tor, and it divides the sky into two
_hemispheres as well.

EARTH ORBITS the sun, but eur
-planct’s axis [s tilted 23.5 degrees so
the sun may appear as much as 23.%
degrees above or 23.5 degrees below
the eclestlal equator.

skywatch
Raymond E.

Bullock

In Junc the sun is at lts highest
above the cquator, because the
earth's northern hemlisphere 1s tilted
its most toward the sun, and we have
semmer.

In December the sun Is at Its tow-
est polnt, and we have winter.

Obvlously there are two points
where the sun's pathway crosses the
celestial cquator. When the sun Is
traveling from its low polnt towards
its high polnt, it crosses the celestlal
equater moving from south to north.

Accounting exam date set

‘Walver exams for the Paraprofes-
slonat Accountant Program, offered
by the Divlsion of Contlnuing Educa-
tion at Oakland U , will be

days durlng busincss hours,

The walver cxams allow enrollees
In account-

conducted at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 28, on campus near Roches-
ter.

Advance registration and payment
of $10 per exam are requlred. To
register, call OU at 370-3120 week-

Ing to be excused from taking two
caurses i principles of practical ac-
countlng required In the 15-month
Paraprofessional Accountant pro-
gram, which beglns April 3 on cam-
pus.
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The precise moment the sun crosses
that lne Is the offlcial start of
spring.

THE POINT of that crossing also
has a speclal name, It's the vernal
equinox.

“Vernal” is the Latln word for
spring, and “equinox” means equal
night. The length of the day Is nearly
cqual to the length of night during
this time, On the vernal equlnox, the
sun rises due east and sets due west.

We are rather self-contered in
calling it the “vernal” cqulnox. We
may be starting spring in the north-
e hemlsphere, but the people be-
low the equator are starting autumn.

Full moon ts at 4:58 2.m. on March
22, two days after the vernal equi-
nox. The moon will be fully Jighted

by the sun and wil} set due almost
west as the sun rises due east,

The bright star above and to the
cast (left) of the moon on the morn-
Ing of March 23 is Spica (SPY ca), in
Virgo. On the next morning the moan
Is to the cast of Spica.

EASTER SUNDAY (s on March 26
thls year, but next year it falls In
Aprll.

Determlning the date of this very
erratic holiday [s not as difficult as
you may think. Alt you need to know
Is the phase of the moon and a few
rules.

The ground rules for determlning
Easter were scl up In the year 325
A.D. when the Emperor Constantine
called for a Council at Nicea for the
purpose of calendar reform.

Based on the advlce of hls Chris-
tian Counci, he decreed that Easter
would be observed on the flrst Sun-
day following the flrst full moen that
occurs after the vernal cquinox (the
start of spring).

The reason for choosing the full
moon, rather than the new moon,
was so people making a piigrimage
to the Holy Land could travel at

night by the light of the moon.

Slnce the start of spring occurs on
March 20 or 21, the carllest date that
can be Easter is March 22.

BUT NOW WE must consider the
incvitable exceptlons to the rule.

11 the flrst full moon to occur after
(ke start of spring falls on a Sunday,
then the follawing Sunday is Easter,
1f the full moon happens to be on the
samc day as the vernal equinox, then
the April full moon is used.

If the Aprll full moon falls ¢n a
Sunday, the following Sunday is
Easter unless that date is later than
Aprll 25, which s the latest date
Easter Is permitted to fall. 1f that
Sunday does fall after the 25th, then
the previous Sunday, the onc with
the full moon, must be used.

So all things consldered, Easter
can come as carly as March 22,
which it last dId in the year 1818 and
will agaln In 2285, or it may come as
late as Aprll 25, which it did tn 1943
and will agaln in 2038,

This year Easter Sunday is March
26, which is only four days after the
full moon.

Now, wasn't that simple?

MARS, JUPITER and Aldebaran
form a trlangle on the cvening of the
261h. Compare the brightness and
color of Mars and Aldebaran. People
often confuse the two. )

Mars is a planet, reflecting the
light of the sun. Aldebaran s a star,
produclng its own llght. Mars is at
the apex of the triangle. Aldebaran
Is at the lower left.

‘The moon (3 approaching the star
Antares (an TAR ces), in Scorplus, on
the morning of March 27, On the
26th, the moon is cast of Antares,

Last Quarter Moon Is at 5:21 a.m.
on March 30. It s approaching the
last-quarter of Its orblt around the
carth. 1t is also approaching Saturn,
which is above and to the east {left}
of the moon in Sagiltarius. On the
followlng morning the moon has
passed Saturn.

An cxcellent aid for learning
constellations and keeping up to
date with the sky is the monthly
“Sky Calendar.”” A one year sub.
scription is $6 and is available
from Abrems Planetarium,
Michigan State University, Easi
Lansing, 48824,

Only one person
can design exactly
the fumiture you want.

Don't compromise.

Nobody knows what you want batter than you do. And, the doalgn ataff at
Brent Furniturs jo1s you craato oxacily tho fashionable ook you want.
Without compromlaing on fabric or syla.

400 styles; 1000 fabrics.

To ge! you stared, wo provide you with 400 8tylos of soles, lovesoals,
sleapara, sectionals, chalrs and roclinars. Chaozo from Lraditlonal,
contsmparary, transitlonal, Southwest or country 1ooks. Then, fake your \ima
selecting the cavar you like. From an entire wall fllied with mote than 1000
dosigner fabrics.

35 day dellvery,
Your custom-tallored purchaso will be dalivered 1o your dooratep In just 35

days. And, you get a lifalima frame, spring and cushlon warranty; as woll as
& two year fabric waranty.

Senslble prices.

s'r-nl alfers you the opportunity to buy fina furaliure that's sonsibly priced.
IU's & ptace whors even & modoat docorating budga becomaa an outragoaus
succesa. Welcomo 1o a world of cusiom-made furnliure ot ratroshingly
appealing pricas!

Clawson Showroom &
saranca Conter
126 E. 14 Mile Road,
L\lgml of Uvermcly

A4S

R :Sofa & Chair
Brent
FURNITURE

Bloomlield Hitls
Shoy

wroom
1914 Telograpn,
i mile fonth of

Designs for Living kel

N g
iy ).00
Prices Good Thru
rch 31

Open Mon & Thurs 10-8; -
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 10-5:30

UNLESS YOU ACT

As you know, Congress is steadily phasing out
interest deductions on most consumer loans.

An exception is a loan secured by your home*
Which makes it a great time to apply for a home
equity line of credit at First of America Bank.

A Special Offer—
When you sign up for a home equity line by
May 31,1989, we'll waive your closing costs—
a savings of up to $400. But you must act
by May 31.

Put The Deduction

Back Iy Your Interest.,
‘The Federal tax laws allow you to use your
home equity line of credit for any purpose you
want. And in most cases, on loans all the
way up to $100000, you still get to take a
100 percent tax deduction.
You also may pay a lower interest rate

along with those lower taxes.

JOKLY,
THISYEAR COULD .

Take Advantage Of Your Tax Break.
Get your tax break with our home eﬁuity line

of credit. You can use this line instead of other
loans that are no longer fully tax deductible.

. Youcan also access your credit line
snmp(l{ by writing a check. And the payment

hedule is flexible, too.

. However, using the equity in your home —
is not something you should do without care-
ful consideration. Furthermore, there are
some items—like normal living expenses,
for example—for which a home equity line
of credit 1s definitely not appropriate.

So stop by your nearest First of America
office, or call 1-800-544-6155 for more infor-
mation. We'll provide you with a free informa-
tion brochure and an application. We'll also
help you determine if a home equity line of
credit is right for you, X

In no time, we can have your good credit
working in your favor.

it FIRST FAMERICA Bank

Member EDIC An Equal Hoxsong Londer (23
. SInformation is hased on curntrt foderol fax kires. Comsult your tax advisor resyirding yows personal tax sitwation.




