A son’s gift
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Family is still celebrating 5 years after transplant

By Sus Mason
stat! writer

Audrey Holl her hus-

weak she “couldn't get out of bed or

off of the couch.”
DBPITE ’l‘llE discomfort, she

band Ronald, thelr sons and daugh-
ters-in-law and grandchlldren got to-
gether Sunday for a christening. And
50 did thousands of other familles,
Just a typical Sunday in America.

But for Audrey, the party had a
spectal signlficance, It was a mile
stone of sorts, The Livenla realdent
was celebratiog her fifth annlver-
sery of 2 life saving traneplant oper.
atlon.

You see, Audrey in 1953 gave the
gift of life to her son Robert. In 1984,
Robert reciprocated and gave the
gift of life to his mother. 'nw glit
was one of his kldneys

“I've never felt bc!u:r in my llfe,”
Audrey sald. “But then I didn't know
what {eellng good felt lke untll my
operatlon. My cousin told me to taste
life to the fullest and make It a
m-uu'rplccc and that's what I'm

olng,

“I'm happy to be around, really

hapgy.”

Audrey's saga started In 1971
when they famlly lived in Westtand.
She was dlagnosed as having
Wegner's Granuloma, a rare dlscase
in which small amounts of dead cells
pile up in organs. In Audrey’s case,
they settled In her kidneys. She
dldo’t have any problems for 11

years cven though she only had 50

percent use of her kidneys.

“But in 1982, things took a turn for
the warse, and eventually she was on
dlalysis twlce a week. But Audrey
was among a group of patients who
can't tolerate the blood cleansing
treatment. She was “sick all the time
and threw up constantly." She was so

for 1%
years. By 1955 she welghed a mere
113 pounds nnd couldn't get out of
bed or off of the couch.

“I never really thought I was
going to dle, but I knew I was real,
real sick,” she said.

After nine months of dlalysis, It
became apparent Audrey nceded a
kidney transplant, Her three sons
mecet with her doctors; they “wanted
to know what was golng on, what
was going to happen to me and what
I needed,” Audrey sald.

That's when doctors brought up
the subject of a Lransplant. The sons
agreed, but, according to Robert,
they waited unil} Audrey made the
decision.

“She had to be certaln the dlalysis
wouldn't work, then she asked for
the kidney transplant,” Robert safd.

Her husband offered one of his
kidneys for the transplant, but her
three sons were the likely donors be-
cause of their blood relatlonship
with thelr mother.

Testing narrowed the donor down
to her youngest son, Thomas, whose
blood type matched that of his
mother's. Preparation for the trans-
plant began with blood transfusions.
It was during those transfuslons that
doctors discovered Audrey’s iImmune
system was buildlng antibodles, an
idication that she would reject the
new kidney,

“It went right up to the 11th hour,”
sald Robert. “They were transfusing
his blood into hers when ber antibo-
dics began attacking his blood.”

After more testing, Robert was se-
lected as the donor.

7 ministers officiate

at Good Friday services

The fourth annual Communlty
Good Friday service, sponsored by
the Farmington Minlsterial Assocla-
tlon, wlll be held 1-2:15 p.m. at the
First United Methodlst Church,
33112 Grand Rlver. Featured will be
brief addresses from seven members
of the arca clergy on the phrase
from the Nicene Creed, “I believe in
Jesus Christ . . . Who suffered un-
der Pontlus Pilate, was cruclfled,
dled and was buried.”

Speaking will be the Rev. Charles
Fox, pastor of St. John's Evangelical
Lutheran Church; the Rey. Richard

Evangellcal Lutheran Church; Dr.

Stanley D. Nicol, pastor of North
Farmington Baptist Church; and the
Rev. Arthur L. Spafford, paster of

the host congregatlon.

Music for the liturgy will be pro-
vided by an Ecumenlcal Cholr, con-
ducted by Catherine Burnett and

featuring organist Charles Mliter,

Handbell ringers Jo Perfan and Joan
Robbins will assist Rev. Messenbr-

ing with a rendition of the Psalm 22.

A freeswhil offering will go to sup-
port the Samaritan Counsellng Cen-
ter of n an ef-

E. Iwlck, rector of Trinlty
Chlu'ch Molly McGlills, seminary In-
tern at the First Presbyterian
Chiireh of Farmington; the Rev,
Jobn E. Maki, pastor of Salem Unlt-
cd Church of Christ; the Rev. Victor
H." Messenbring, pastor of Hope

fort to asslst people with stress-re-
lated problems. The Rev, Wesley L.
Brun is the director of the center,
which 1s headquartered In the First
Presbytertan Church of Farmington,
at Farmington and 11 Mlle roads.

Tuition available

The Women's Resource Center at

partment of Education.

“IT SEEMED like Lhey spent for-
ever with those Lests, but lhey want-
ed to be very cautious and protect
the donor,” he sald. “Once you take a
kldney out, you ean't put it back.”

The fates were with the Hollands-
worths on March 12, 1984. Audrcy
got her new kldney, which started
working Immediately. She remalned
In the hospltal a month as the result
of a bladder infectlon she developed.

“I could feel I was getting better
as soon as I came to," Andrey said.

Audrey doozn't recall much about
the pain. Her, doctors believe she has
blocked It out of her memory. It's a
case of “as time goes by, the paln is
easy to forget,” she sald.

Other than the discomfort of the
surgery, Robert “hasn’t missed a
beat” since leaving the hospltal, af-
though he admits he “was miserable
while I was In there.”

“It hasn't hindered me In any way,
shape or form,” he sald.

Rabert is modest about the trans-
plant. He doesn't sce himself as any
more courageous than hls brothery,
It was, he sald, “just a matter of
which son had the right chemistry.”

“When you see your mather go
from a strong and healthy woman to
100 pounds ... it really wasn't
much of a decislon,” he sald, “No one
of us was anymore courageous than
the other.”

A March 12 basn't gone by that
Audrey, Ronald, Robert and his wife
Lorraine haven't obscrved the anai-
versary. They've gone out to dinner
and even to Hawali to celebrate.

Today, Audrey Ls enjoylng llle. She
travels with her husband and spends
plenty of tlme with her grandchil-
dren,

“I TAKE extra pleasure In scelng
them grow up, that's why Ilike to be
around them,” she gatd. “I've been at
death’s door, so that's why every day
Is 80 great.”

She feels blessed with cach new
day and thanks to the transplant, she
has been able to dance at her son's

March s a special month for Farmington Hills
ident Robert th and his mother

wedding and watch her family grow

with the addition of five mare grand-  Audrey. Five years ago Robert donated one of

children. (She had three grandsons at

the time of the surgery and within  for a transplant or hope that it'll
four months’ time bad three grand-  work, she sald.

daughters.) “I'm as normal as you are and

She has a message for people what happened happened.” she said.
needing kidney transplants. It's fust  “I don’t dwell on it, l'm]\m happy to
one word — hope. Never lose hope  be watking around.”
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Closed Sun. & Mon,

Visit our Easter Sunday
Grand Opening.

A guilt tI'lp
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< o you won’t get.
D « Corsage -
¢ Place Yu;r“\i‘;i%‘é}ﬁ‘;%m, By Before we started Maple Hills Church -
X April 27 wesurveyed the area to find out why -
Recelve a 'lg Gift Certificate people dan't go to church. Here's what
(weddlng orders over '100) they said.

call Janet for a
free personal consultation

“The seemons aze dull and make you
feel guilty,” "Church people are cold

647-2888 and judgemental.” "Churches aren't
239 Plerce » Birmingham interested inme, all they want ismy
. money." If you share these feelings,
ATV RVIV.AY. we've got good news for vou,

DorrszmarervIc

At Maple Hills aur Pastor delivers
uplifting sermons {even the flat ones)
that help you face Monday witha
smite. Qur people are friendly. Our
~ervice is informal and contemporary.
Andyou can leave your waller at
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. Christians. Try us Enster Sunday. And
The memories start at Bedrooms For Kids. sous be the Jodue, Nuvtery provided.

/" Brasch imports...8ince 1058

scandinavian furniture

'WINTER CLEARANCE

ALL MERCHANDISE!!!
FLOOR SAMPLES AND STOCK

One-hour Easter Sunday Service
March 26, 10:30 A.M.

Seaholm High School

2436 W, Lincoln, Birmingham
Gary Foran, Pastor

Storge beds, bunkbeds, trundles. Desks. chests, night-
stands. Stomge and bookcases. Comforters, sheets, decorn-
tive wall coverings and lighting. For information about
our Free In-Home Design Assistance call Bedrooms
For Kids at 540-5551.
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