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Mayor’s survey irks fellow council members

By Joanne Maliszewskl s
staff writer

Farmington Hills Mayor T
Sever thought his random survey of

enough.
leagues had no jdea what he was
doing.

Sever’s announcement of the sur-
vey was met with some indignation.
The ma malled his survey Fri-
but dlda't tell his col-

announcement
alled nxung what the survey was
all aboot.”

“T was embarrassed by this going

ot outside the ew of the couo-

" councilman Aldo Vagnozzi sald.

“Ifelt the counci] should have known
about it."

Other council members agreed.

- “My concern was Lhat, I guess out of

courtesy and a matter of informa-
tion and communciation with the
council, I would have preferred he
would have let us know,” council-
woman Jody Soronen said. “Without
any knowledge of it, you do feel un-
Informed."

Soronen told Sever Monday that if
the tables were turned and be was
the one unaware of what other mem-
bers were dolng, “be would have fell
the same way.”

COUNCIL MEMBERS Jean Fox
and Ben Marks felt Sever had good
Intentions but would bave liked to
have been Informed. “The mayor is
snpposcd to be the leader of the city

. I'm sure the councll would have
mp him,” Fox sald. “It was
not the advantageous thing to do at
this time.”

Sever apologized Monday evening
to the city council for falling to In-
form them prior to mailing the sur-

City considers

By Susan Buck
statf writer

,. Toe Farmington City Councll
Monday took a step closer (o tack-
g the city’s growing traffic pmb—

to sce something with teeth in it I
want something more than a sound-
ing board. In the past 10 years, traf-
fic has been gettlng worse and

worse.”
Hartsock called such a board “a

lems b;

ble idea” and “a bhelpful

Y
tratflc safety advisory board.
Councllman Arnold Campbell
made a motion, supported by Wil-
liam Hartsock, to authorize the city
manager to propose withln 30 daysa
mission statement, objectives, guide-
lines, composition and meeting fre-
quency o the form of a resolation to
establish such a board. The board
would serve o an advisory capacity
to the city council.
‘The board was requested by resi-
deats in the historic Old Village,
north of Grand River, last Novem-

tool” but wants to assure a good bal-
ance among members. Councilman
Ralph Yoder wants the membership
to include a school safety official in
addition to residents and a public
safety offlcer.

CITY STAFF has reviewed the use
of traffic safety committees and
commlssions in other cities. Infor-
matlon and advice was obtained
the Michigan Municlpal
League, Internationa) Assoclation of
Chiels of Pollce, Northwestern Unl-

ber. Since last summer, they have versity Traffic Institute and Traffic

about traffic p of Qak-

cutting through their nelghborhoods, land County, and irom people in
towns with traffic safety boards.

paruc\nuydurinxrnsh hour, It bas
whether the

In Michlgan, Troy, Livonia, Bir-
h Hills and East

ora

“We recommended 2 commis-
sion,” said Kenneth Chlara, who
headed up a recent Old Village Asso-

clation trafflc study, “We're boping

Grand Raplds — all much larger cit-
ies — have a trafflc safety board.
“Although tralfic volumes have
grown [n Farmington, the volumes
don't begln to approach the the situa-

vey. The mayor paid for the survey
and for postage.

*[ thought it was a harmless thing.
And [ thought it was a good Idea for
me and for the council to hear {rom
the resideats,” Sever said Tuesday
morning. “I falled to reallze that
people in the community and some
people in politics sometimes specu-
late about motives.”

He ncknmvl:dged Monday momn-
Ing — before his anpouncement to
the council — that he didn't inform
his colleagues. “I'm going to share it
(residents’ responses) with other
council members. 1 dida't ask for
council approval. But I didn't fecl
it's an obllgadou because it was a
random survey,” he said,

A citywide survey by members of
the Year 2000 task forces are ex-
pected to be presented to the city
councll Monday, March 27. While
Fox suggested that Sever's survey be
included in (he city newsletter, Vag-

a traffic

tions which exist in the above pamed
communities,” said Robert Dead-
man, Farmington city manager.

According to Deadman, the duties
of traffic boards include review of
issues such as: vestricting or prohi-
biting parking on residential streets;
need for publlc and curb parking:
speed lmits; one-way streets; one-
way streets and yield signs va. stop
signs; and the peed for school cross-
ing The boards typleally ac-
cept requests for traffic-related ad-
vice from clty councils, citizens or
public safety officlals.

‘The Troy board operates as a traf-
fic safety o:mm!ltnc. Livonia, Bir-
mingham, Rochester Hills and East
Grand Raplds have enacted local or-
dinances that delineate duties and
objectives of traffic safety commls-
slons,

‘The boards have seven to 11 mem-
bers — citlzens, public safety/fire
personnel, clty council members and
sta!f traffic engincers.

“IT IS interesting to note that in
an article which deseribes the Troy
system, the committce bas been ef-
{ective n educating the public (about
why traffic control devices are nec-

Schools uphold sibling policy

Continued from P
m letters Feuln to pareots
g an open lottery system
for the first-grade slots.
It ieaves some speculation in the
back of everyone's mind whether fu-

to attend the two-year pilot program
for grades 1-5. They opposed the ap-
peanwe of “a private school atmos-

Highmeadow provides an alterna
tive, chaice-oriented cnrric\unm.
als0 are offered for gifted
students.

“If we do allow sibling priority to

BUT"SCHOOL trustees told par-
ents they are concerned with lhe
schools.

but we doo’t always get everything
"

Sbe reminded parents how much
tbqoppnudmdnwlngdmmury
boundaries to re-

school attendance boundaris
duce overcrowdlng.

clarification

The missing caption of a picture
appeaﬂn{oo'.hc(mnt pageo“he
Observer Monday bave read:
Defendant Jon Vcrmn!:n (left) lis-
tens to his defense attorney, Law-
rence Kalumy, in Circuit Judge Fred
Mester’s courtroom Thursday,

March 16.
Staff pbotographer Randy Borst
took the picture.

ZFRO POINTS
MORTGAGE

4 Sam)fndosh\gwsts
Great for first-time hot
y S for | mebuyers

Call us for details.
,313827-8?00

Without the sibling priority pollcy,
Highmeadow would have been the
only elementary In the district
where children of the same family
could pot attend wgcl.hcr. trustee
Japice Rolnjck saf

Some trustees o nly disagreed
with parents who dmrgcd that the

Superintendent Grabam Lewis
told parents he wu happy so many
are interested in Highmeadow but
cautloned that “it (Highmeadow) is
not all a wonderful sltuatlon.”” The
school is one of three that had the
capacity to absorb more children to
reduce overcrowdlng at other

] he sald,

school board was aprive
1leged class. “I don't buy the argu-
ment that this is a privileged elass of
students. I buy the argument (hat
students bave the right to go to
gg.ol with thelr siblings,” Rolnlck

Lewis urged the parents to glve
school offlcials a chance to continue
working with Highmeadow, only 28
weeks Into jts BO-week pilot run.
“It's an oogoing assessment and
test.”

0 O&E Sports—more than just the scores @

nozzt suggested that Sever could
have walted for the all-inclusive city
survey.

Sever divided the clty into six
arcas and malled surveys to about
200 resldents in each area. The one-
page survey asks residents to rate
city services, such as police and fire,
publle services and the clty council.

“I've been really interested in
trying to find out what people feel
about the services we perform, the
priorities,” Sever said. “It's not real
clear what residents want.”

TWO SURVEY questions caused
some concern. One asks whether the
clty council or voters should elect
(he mayor. Residents also are asked
whether they would be willing to
spend an addit{onal $1-$2 moanthly to
improve services.

Sever said ke is curious bow resi-
dents fec) about an elected mayor.
"T'n convinced the ode-year (mayo-
ral) term is not beneficizl,” be sald.

“Few cities have that pmccdlu'L
Sever sald that he would like 2
residents committee established to
study the issue. * They could look at
the pras and cons from a citizeas
standpoint, not a political ‘stand-
pomL The lssue comes down Lo how
uch power you give (o the mayor.”
Wlm all the work involved and the

budget. “The role of the mayer s the
city charter ls described a3 pasaive.
1t [s not a power base. Whatever the
mayor does is to be done in conjunc-
tion with the council,” Vagnezzi sald.

Fox called the additional money to
improve scrvices question as one
“arousing an antagonlsm.” The ques-
tlon can be interpreted, she safd, as
“an thing.”

need for political in the
city, Sever said be “kind of menu
the ceremonial image.”

Bat Vagnord said the mayor's
election question gives the impres-
sion a chmge in the dl) S lorm of

is being d. The

Soronen satd she didn't feel any of
the quuUcns were alarming and
there was “nothing necessarily inap-
propriate” about them. Councilman
Philip Arnold was unavailable for
‘Tuesday morning.

cxly follows a city , weak-
mayor form of government.

The additional money to improve
services question “is kind of decep-
tive,” Vagnani added.

VAGNOZZI SAID he also is con-
cerned that residents will believe the
city counci] sent the survey because
it needs information to prepare the

safety board

essary or what the impact of thelr
proposed use Is) and in resolving ml-
nor matters," Deadman sald.

“However In controversial {ssues
presented to council, the commit-
tee's recommendation to city council
is Iess likely to be adopted.”

Because traffic boards usually
meet monthly, services of a traffic
engineer would most likely be need-
ed on & regular basis in Farmington.
A consulting engincer charges $60 to
$75 an hour, Deadman sald.

“Depending on the activity the en~
gloeer Is providing advice on, we
would estimate an annual cost of

traffic engineering services to be be-
tween $3,000-$10,000 & year,” he
sald.

The range would cover both at-
tending meetings and dolng field
work.

“That's pot unreasonabie mooey,”
Deadman said. “If there’s a problem
that needs to be addressed, and It's
not recognlzed by us, but by others,
we'll spend the money anyway (and
hire a consulting engineer).”

“The city staff would also have to
devote time to providing supporl
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SATURDAY, MARCH 25th
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

WEST 8LOOMFIELD « MICHIGAN
Ochard Labs Raad + North of Maple

...CELE
~\‘£\~‘2¢. KT THE ,,2?4»

The Easter Bunny
will be making
a very special
appearance at

the Orchard Mall.

Sl.ll'l' l.IP FOR EAS'I'ER SAVINGS

AND GET

*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY -
BUY ANY REGULAR PRICED

BLAZER

ANY ONE

EOTTOM

1/2
PRICE

SLACKS FOR MEN,
SKIRT OR SLACKS
FOR WOMEN

NEWBURGH PLAZA
SIX MILE AT NEWBURCH ROAD

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 10-9:00
SATURDAY 10-8:00 581-0244
SALE ENDS MARCH 25, 1888




