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RANDY BORST/slatt phologropher

Mercy High's Mercyalres choral group sang at the funeral of tellow student Kristina Marie Fracchin Monday morning.

Threatening
phone calls

Cantinued from Paged _____
March 12, Her mother reported
her missing to Farmington Hills
pollce late March 16,

- Qrchard Lake Pollce Chief Da-
vld Klng sald based on Interviews
with family and friends, Bonelli
became an lmmedlate suspect.

Police declined to give details
on the way Fracchia died.

Bonelll is a former North
Farmington High junior currently
attendlng the Farmington Train-
ing Center.

The Farmlngton Public
Schools-run  speclal  education
cenler houses emotionally im-
paired, physically handicapped
and developmentally disabled
students.

Jan Richards, speclal educa-
tion director, sald she could not
discuss an individual student's
case history.

BONELLI LIVES In Farming-
ton Hills with an aunt and uncle.
A former student in Windsor,
where his mother lived, Bonelll
came to North Farmington in
September 1987,

Students help family cope

By Suean Btick
staff writer

When he was thinking about send-
Ing his daughter, Kristina, to Mercy
High School about three years agoe,
Robert Fracchia asked a friend what
he thought of the idea.

“He said, ‘Robert, just do it, you'll
never regret it No truer words
were cver spoken as far as I'm con-
cerned,” Fracchla said In eutogizing
his 17-ycar-old daughter during a
memorial service for students and
faculty at the all-girls Catholic
school In Farmington Hills Tuesday
afternoon.

Police say Kristlna Marie Frac-
chta, catled Tina by hcr iumil) and

out there who don't have a father
and need to talk to onc, I'll be
around. God bless you and thank you
very much,” said Fracchla, former
co-owner of the Roman Terrace and
McFrock's Saloon in Farmington
Hills and current owner of Doc
Frock's restaurant in West Bloom-
ficld.

HUNDREDS OF Mercy students
filled the school auditorlum in an
emotlon-filled service that caused
some students to dissolve into tears.
“This is so sad," said one student to
her friend as she watked into the au-
ditorium, “I don't want to do this.”

Tina’s mother, Sandra, and
younger brother, Tony, were also in

friends, was 8
last week.

“It's a blg tragedy,” Fracchia
said.

“For the support I got from Mercy
High School, I'll never forget.
‘There’s about five or six of you little
sweethearts out there who were at
my house tbc last two, three nights, [
guess you're my daughter now.

“Everybody's donc whatever they
could do to make it easler, if you can
make It casier,” he added

“If ever you need a father or can't
talk to one, or for any of those girls
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At one point, Fracchia's mother
and brother left the stage where they
were scated 10 go into the audience
to comfort and cmbrace Tina's
fricads, who had broken Inta sobs.

Sandra Fracchla remembered her
daughter by reading a birthday card
Tina gave {o her on her birthday in
December.

“I want to read It {0 you, 1 person-
ally don't know all of you,” she sald.
“There's about 30 of Tina's closest
friends out there and three or four of
her closest, closest friends who knew
what Tina was like.

“1 want to read It to you — for all
of you girls who tried to tell Tina,
who tried to make Tina listen to you,
who tried to tell Tina what she was
doing was harmful to hersclf. But
she cauldn’t listen to you because she
was a free spirit girl, we all koow
that."

TIIE VERSE on the card spoke of
love, dlfficulty in choosing the right
path, living a full potential and mak-
ing personal decisions that make
sense al the time.

Before the 30-minute service, Sis-
ter Regina Doclker, Merey principal,
said a crisis Intervention team had
been assembled for students who
wanted counseling. The team con-
sists of facuity experienced In grief
counseling.

Student eulogized
as a ‘lively spirit’

Continued from Page 1

FROM THE time Tina's casket
first entered the church to the time
the hearse drove away, students snif-
{lcd, sobbed and hugged cach other
in solace. Paln, tears and shattered
emotions marked the moment.

Belezak asked Tina's godparents
lo cover her coffin with a white

oth,

Mcrcy High students Julie Camar-
della, Annc Tommeleln, Etlecn -
Goode and Natalle Surowy dellvered
readings. Causin Heather Scott sang
a song, in tribute, ealled “Friends.”

During the Lord's Prayer, “Qur
Father,” the congregation joined
hands. The Mercyalres chora) group
sang a selectlon of songs, including
“Ave Maria,” which was sung in Lat-
In. "Ave Maria” mcans Hail Mary
and is sung to Mary, the mother of
Jesus Christ.

"These last days have not been
casy,” Belczak sald. “Yet God wants
us to be at peace. I'm sorry that
there is nothing that we can say to
make things better. Remembering
Tina Is golng to be casy. Lettng her
go witl not.”

Before comlng to the funeral ser-
vice, Belezak stopped at a store to
buy a glft for the family he hoped
would ease their sorrow.

He presented Fracchla’s parents
with a Precious Moments statue de-
pleting a young girl at Heaven's
gate. Next (o the gale was a bucket

that read: “01d hankies. There are no
more tears.”

“You've heard of Preclous
Moments, this girl was fllled with
them. There will be no more tears
for her, the tears are for us,” sald
Belezak, who called Fracchia a par-
tlelpator.

“Sometimes a person llke Tina, (n
17 years, can live a lifetime,” Bele-
zak sald.

EVEN THE kind of after-school
Jjob Fracchla held at the Toss-A-Par-
ty store [n Farmington Hills evoked
her fun-loving spirit.

“She only worked here a month
but her mother told me she loved her
job and spoke of it often” said
Charles Bauman, store manager, in
a separate interview.

“She was a warm person, rellable
and great with customers. She at-
ways cared about everybody else,
Yer friends would come flrst. She
was a good icader.”

He added that many Mercy High
students wark part time at Toss-A-
Party,

Fracchla was especially close to
her younger brother, Tony. “Her last
wards to her mom and possibly her
very last words were: ‘Tell Tony I
tove him,’ * Belczak said.

Belczak found symbollsm In the
timing of Tina's death at the onset of
Holy Week, a solemn perlod ob-
served by Christlans during the week
hefore Easter,
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.Now in our 95th year of ministering to Detroit
‘and suburban families, we are proud to
announce completion of a $700,000 program
that has greatly expanded the facilities of our
Farmington Hills location, To better meet
your needs, we now have seven state rooms,
three complete chapels with adjoining family
rooms, plus several private conlerence
areas.
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