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By Mary Jane Doerr actlon in the audience than on stage. but Dawson and Robbln were 50 sen- Bass David Thomas s the lnstiga-
special writer They played cards, talked and only sational that they alone would make tor and magiclan Zoroastro were
lislened to thefr favored singer. The anyone appreciate the value of this  convincing,

Michlgan Opera Theatre returned
to Detroit's Muslc Hall, its old home
Sunday cvenlng and

slow moving, stylized direction in
this production Is authentie.

broke .away Hogwood used Handel's orchestral
from malnstream reperlalre Tbe! scatlng arrangement for his Barogue
Haxn-

company

Anclent Music in Georgc Frederic
Handel's “Orlando.”

Christopher Hogwood conducted
28 musiclans performing on original
instruments and flve impeceable vo-
calists to recreate a 1733 Handel
performance in a seml-staged ver-
sion,

Hogwood, onc of the first musi-
clans to capltalize on the value of
these long buried masterpleces,
founded the academy in 1973 and lit-
erally wrote the book on “Handel.”

In Handel’s day, there was more

with

del's orchestra was seated In two
seml- circles just below the stage,
He placed the lower strings, brass,
and continuo on hls left with the up-
per strings to his right and with him-
scif In the center as conductor.

SUNDAY EVENING Hogwood did
2 180-degree turn and placed the or-
chestra on the stage behind the sing-
ers, The muslclans zat In a complete
clrele facing each other and Hog-
wood, rather than the audlence —
the lower strings on the right and the
upper strings on the left.

-»- ‘* Mary Jane
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Doerr

.Besides the intercsting seating ar-
rangement, the dellcacy of the sound
of the theorbo (lute), the viola
d'amore, the recorder and the valve-

. less horns ls something that Isn't
caplured on recordlngs. In a live
performance, the fraglle balance of
the Instruments and volces can be
relished.

The large chorus Ideas of the 19th
century have penctrated to “Messi-

ah” performances, but the magnifi-
cance of that 'work has made people

neglect the composer’s great operas,

To really grasp the greatness of
this work, it must be noted that the
flrst act trio, the partial duet in the
third act and the fina} ensemble are
among the first found ln operas.

The ethereal trlo was sung by
Lynne Dawson, an electrifylog
soprano, as Angelica, Emma Klrkby,

the famous Barogue soprano, as Dor-

inda and Catherine * Robbin,

smooth mezzo, as Medoro.
Kirkby was weak and didn't lve

the

musle.

THE CASTRATO ROLE, Orlando,
ways filled by countertenor James
Bowman who brought a romantic in-
terpretation to the “mad” scene, The
countertenor option for the castrato
role has only one other alternative,

to have [t sung by a mezzo-50pranoc.
Here the countertenor volce provid-
ed an interesting challenge to the
imagination, but lacked depth and
pawer for the dramatic part. From
the historic ducrlpuons. the castrati
apparently had that

For pure, vibrnwl& wne and
high tenor, falsetto-like voice, Bow-
man was matchless. In his mad
scene duet with the two viola
d'amore, Bowman delivered the eve-

up to her more than 80

ning's most

Costumes were modern and subtly
relevant. To represent royalty, Daw-
son donned a rust colored waistless
dress that turned gold wherever the
stage lights focused on it. As the she-
pherdess Kirkby wore a textured
rust with her hair In &
style. Robbin took the pants role
wearing a black and white pants out-
{it. The men wore talls.

In Handel's time, the singers were
apt to slng in elther English or Italy
ian. In Handel's opinlon the Italian
language was more suiled to musical
sound than English. Hogwood's
sang the three-hour opera in Iallan,

As more people come to value the
rich beauty of the numerous da capo
arias in pieces such as this one, per-
haps surtities should be consldued.
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BLUE HERON POINTE

Beachfront Cluster Homes
...in Northville Township

ters
 crystal clear W2
for

Boating.
Fishing
& SWlmmmg

For the Discriminating Homeowner

Nine elegant country homes t
Priced $2 0 500 E located in Northville Tawnsh -
From 3 minutes from I-275 and M-1

Priced from $275,000 including all amenities.
"All this and more awaits you at Blue Heron
Pointe. Featuring spacious ranch and 2 story luxury
homes with walkout lower level and private decks/
patios overlooking calm waters and sandy beach-
fronts,

A limited number of cluster homes offering the best of both worlds.

® Asingle family home without timeconswming swpkeep.

® Spacious floor plans; from 2,200 t0 2,400 sg. ft.

« Enjoy the lavish greatroon, luxurious master suite, formal
dining room, gourmet kitchen, and multiple decks.

® These elegant homes have genuine fieldstane, brick and
cedar exteriors and are nestled in a natural park-like setting.

* Golf course views are also available.

2 BEDROOM 2 BAT
RANCH CONDOMINIUMS

other buildur's options are
¢ Standard Featurse
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CANTON TOWNSHIP - TWO YEAR OLD, 4
bedroom Caps Cod with 2 full baths, on
large 10! 85 x 111, central alr and Wayno-

FARMINGTON HILLS - Just Listed] Sur-
troea. A nature parsdise Full
tinished basemont with mury room, game

Westland Schools. $105,800. 281-5080 room, shop, Andersen windows.
Three bedrooms, 2\/- beths. Great Areal

$115,800. 553-8700

4 Models O}Seﬁ Daily

Qur elegamly appointed homes are spacious living at its
best. Our six different home plans offer gencrous
allowances for light fixtures, carpet, ceramic tiles, matble
and kitchen floors. These unigue executive homes offer
you the quality and distinctive life style you deserve.
Come out today and walk through these spectacular
homes.

LS
FARMINGTON HILLS - Foois Iike Country.
but closs to Town. Three bodrwm. 2%
bath ranch with aimost 2200 aq. fi. Large
ruoms,2mglrm$lmm uz-oma

FARMINGTON HILLS « Four bedroom 2

bath trilevet, large Great Room, large jot,

nice noighl bomood new fumace, central

air, vlropl.nea Like now eonul\lon. $83,000.
553-8700

In Troy
210,000 to 265,000
Open daily 1-6 p.m.

i

WEST BLOOMFIELD - va?sool.dol
iving area In Gatehouss Community, 3
badroom Townhouss, 27 baths, 18t oo
teundry, ibrary, lull basement, attached 2
Peady for immediate 0OCUPAN.

FARMINGYON HILLS « Al Deick 3 bed-

M!emﬂw fot, 2

clomentary schools, 3 bad-
car attached Garage. $105,000. 8420703

wln(
mo.n..w. mm.lm room, bassment.
Great price - transferred. $111,000

D T Y 2

ss3-8700 car garage.
g ! ; ) 7. $158,900, 8420703
| Bensicke =""‘ THOMPSON-BROWN |
"NOEARMINGTON HLLS  BIRMINGHAM/BLOOWFIELD UVOMA @
553-8700 642-0703 261-5080 .




