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Man beaten, robbed in

A resldent of a northeast Farmington Hills
nelghborhood was beaten, cut and robbed of
about $1,000 by a gunman who pretended to be
delivering flowers Wednesday.

The gunman threatened to kill the 48-year-
old man at least twice. He also cut the man's
neck and flngers and repeatedly hit him on the
side of the head with a long-barreled rifle, po-
lee sald,

“We have no Idea what led the assailant to
this particular house,” sald Farmington Hills
police Inspector Ernest Miller, “We have no
prime suspects.

“We're checking with other police agencles
to sce if they've bad similar occurrences.

We're looking for leads on ible suspects,”
he added. . poss pee

After Inltin] treatment from medics, the res-
[dent of Chatsworth — a short dead-end street
near 14 Mile and Inkster Road — drove him-
self to Henry Ford Hospital in Weat Bloomfield
for further treatment.

POLICE GAVE the following account of
what happened: -

Answering a knock on the front door at 2:45
p.n., the resident was grected by a man who
appeared to be delivering flowers.

Alter he was let inside, the stranger pulled a

rifle from under his jacket and dropped the
flowers in the foyer.

He then knocked the man down and ordered
him to lie face down as hls hands were hang-
cuffed behind his back. The gunman tock about
$1,000 from the man’s wallet but demanded
more money.

When told no more money was I the house,
the gunman again hit the man. The gunman
then helped the man up and led him around the
house In search of money.

Upstairs, the gunman ransacked a bedroom,
knocked the man down, pulled a knife and cut

home

the knlfe to the man's neck, the gunman forced
him into the basement. There, he bound lhe
man with duct tape.

The gunman then erdered the man to le un-
der a glasstop table he shattered with his l'i.ﬂ!:
The gunman then searched {or money and left.
After 20 minutes, the vietim went npﬂaln.
freed his hands and called pollce.

The gunman was described as white nnd
about 25-27 years old, 5 feet & inches tall and
135 pounds. He had straight, medlum-length;
brown hair, a mustache and a thin build. He
was wearing a

his fingers while demanding more money.
After ransacking other rooms and putting
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By Joanno Maliszewskl
staff writer

put to rest in late February,

property owned by the Grace

property.
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'RANDY BORST/stalf photographer
Halsted resident Bernard Ludwig stands near a into a wetlands on Ludwig's property and on
tree, once standing on Farmington Hiils city at-
tarney Harold Larson’s property, on 12 Mile,
east of Halsted. The tree, some of which has
been sawed, knocked down another large tree

Resident challenges
cutting down of trees

Woods of Brighton, who cut the

Church. The photo was taken from the church

Presbyterian

ay colion jacket. He drove a’

g a gr
late-model gray Oldsmoblle.

Hills man is
found guilty
of killing wife

By Janice Brunson
stalf writer

slder the case and 2 w:cnd time af.
the ac-

Uncertainty over Jon Vermeulen's
future ended Thursday when a jury
of seven men and five women found
kim gullty of first-degree murder in
the death of hls second wife — & con~
viction that automatically sentences
the 41-year-old former Farmington
Hills resident to life in prison with-
out parole.

Vermeulen was tried In Qakland
County Circuit Court for the Dec. 28,
1085, sboounx and killieg of Uere

“Renae” lewis Vermeculen, 24, a
woman he had bigamously mamed
the month tefore.

While awalting trial, Vermeulen
was held In the Oakland County Jail
without bail 39 months as the Michi-
gan Supreme Court ruled on whether
his flrst wife, Sharon Vermeulen,
could testify agalnst her then-bus-
band of 21 years,

A week before the shooting, Ver-
meulen threatened to kill Lewls if
she cver left him, to cir-

cord!ng to jury-foreman Larry Ca-
vallore of Birmlngham. The jury.
deuberated parts of Wednesday and

ursday.

Cnvallaro, who described the trial
as an “intense” nal -
ence,” sald two points convicted Ver-
meulen: the tirfie of Lewis' death and
the path of the bullet that kllled ber.

“It couldn't have happened the
way he (Vermeulen) said. We re-en-
aeted it and the trajectory of the bul-
let just wasn't right,” Cavilloro sald,

) -

“1 GREW U? on a farm. My
brothers and father hunted,” said
Jjuror Millle Burns, a Troy travel
agent. Burns llkened the shot that-
killed Lewls to “the perfect deer-
hunting kill"

The .44 Magoum bullet crossed
through Lewis’ chest {from right to
left, plerelng the heart and both
lungs, according to testimony by the
Oakland County medical examiner,

cult court records. Vermeulen main-
talns that he safd he would kill him-
self if Lewis ever left him.

During deliberations, jurors tewice
cast unanimous votes of gullty -
once shortly after adjourning to con-

who Lewis died at 6 a.m.
the day after Christmas 1985,
Vermeulen, a former Army weap-
ons expert and Green Beret in Viet-
nam, who also shot himself twice,
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Schools release

Ludwig rcmrmc!.cd it last week,

Halsted 'resident Bernard
Ludwig challenges city attorney
Harold Larson's explanation for re-
moving trees on his six vacant
acres on 12 Mile, cast of Halsted,
just before the city’s tree protec-
tlon ordinance took effect.

In a letter to the Farmiogton

d concern and
disagreement with Larson'’s expla-
nation,

The 13-ycar Halsted resident dls-
agrees with Larson's contention
that he removed only 19 landmark
trees, which were, according to the
city attorney, entering “the late

trees for the city attorney.

“J stand behind my letter to the
clty council,” Larson sald Friday.
Both Woods and the contractor who
cleaned up the site Lur

attorney’s report

By Joanne Maliszewsk(

staff writer

[J Related story, Page 2A

son's contention that the trees cul
were not in best of health. "l‘hny
sald the trees were even worse

The Farmington Board of Educa-
tion overruled district adminlstra-
tors, waived attorney-client privi-
lege and granted general relcase of a

new westside elementary school.
The board's decision came & week
after it first agreed to publicly dly-

portion of thelr life cycle because

than they percelved,” Larson add-
od.

cuss the request for release from

Hills City Councll In late Febru-
rary, Larson sald he felt he fol-
lowed the spirit of the new ordi-
nance when he had 19 landmark
trees removed from his vacant

acreage.
Though the issue appeared to be

they were atressed or dying as evi-
denced by the cores,”

Ludwig, whose property abuts
Larson's acrcage, sald
were not dlseased, decayinx or dy-
ing. Trees in that he sald,
were left behind by logger RD

the trees
February. -

DESPITE THE cuttings, bun-
dreds of trees remain on the acre-
age, including evergreens, which
he planted himself, Larson sald in

Please turn to Page 4

New exam date is
set in drowning

By Carolyn Demarco
slaff writer

A new preliminary examination date has
been set for Anthony Joseph Bunem. the
Farmington Hills youth charged In the March
15 drownlng death of his girllrlend

Bonelll, 17, will appear at 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 18, before Judge Gus Cifelll in 48th
District Corurt. Bloomfleld Township, in a
hearing for Cifelli to determine if there
enough evidence for a trinl. He Is being held
without bond at the Oakland County Jail.

At a brief hearing Thursday before District
Judge Edward Avadenks, Bonelli gave up hia
right {0 an examination of charges within 32

days of He- was
March 18 and pleaded lnnocent. Attorney
James Andary of Detrolt, who was entered ay

1egal counsel for the defendant Thursday, ro-
quested the delay to study the case.

Bonelll- was charged with open murder I
he drownling dealh of Kristina Marie Frac-
chia, 17, of Farmington Hills. County draln
comm!.u!on ‘workers found her fully clothed
body floating near the north shore of Orchard
l.nll::hln the clty of Orchard Lake Village on
M, 17,

BONELLI WAS arrcsied later that night
when he came into the Orchard Lake police
station {or an Interview at the request of po.
lee officers.

West Bloomfield police sald they video-
taped Bogpelll that night as ho recreated
cvents from the night Fracchia dled. Oakland

Pleass turn to Page 2

Yhumuy.

legal report relating to bond lssues
last week.

The repart supports the district's
position that it cannot use operating
{unds to bulld a new school. The re-
port was used {n two recent bood
campaligns. On Jan. 81, voters ap-
proved $7.3 million in boads for a

Defense eounul James Andary (left) and Howard Wittenberp stand betore the

Judge with their client, Anthony Bonelll, durlng 2 bﬂﬂ sppearance In Asth Dlltrld
Court

cconomists with Farmington Hills-
based Alexander Hamilton Life In-

"surance Co. of America.

““Frankly, we're very confused
why this Is a confidential piece,” Al-
exander Hamilton economist Joel
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