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MOVING PICTURES

‘Beverly Troop’
doesn’t deserve
its merit badge

“The Adventures of Baron Mun-
chausen” (A, PG, 126 minutes) flnal-
ly opened and, as noled here on
March 13, it's 2 marvelous fantasy
with magleal elements highlighticg
the story of Baron Munchausen znd
hisfa bulau: lr]cnd.l

‘erry Gilllam (“Brazil,” “Time
Bandits") amply demonstrates his
convictlon that if you belleve, magic
is possible. Great entertainment for
allages.

“Dead-Bang” (¢, R) looks like a
tig, splashy detective movlo based

. @ the movies

Dan
Greenberg

thelrs) with an unimaglnatlve appll-
catlon of wealth, prestige and family
connectlons to sell Wilderness Girl
Cookles, get merit badges in jewelry
appraisal and generally dlsplay ugly

on the actual

at its worst.

Angcles homicide delecﬁve, .Izrry
Beck.

Starring Don Johnson of TV's “Mi-
am} Vice,' ] “Dead-Bang” was direct-
ed by John Frankenhelmer whase
noted 1962 film, “The Manchurlan
Candldate”

“The Fixzer,” “Seven Days in May,”
“Freach Connection II" pl\u 152 live
television dramas in the '50s,

Space precludes listing all the ri-
diculous, foolish and terminally idi-
otic elements in “Tvoop Beverly
Hills" (F, PG, 100 minates).

Try just one: The fllm’a conclusion
turns op a woman — Velda, the nas.
ty Wllderness Girl's Club leader —
with a broken leg suddenly getting
up and walking away after Shelley

- Long and eight wealthy, over-n-
dulged adolescents schlepped her
several miles through the forest to
prove thelr metal.

1f you belleve that, then the rest

won't bother you.

Mies Long portrays a useless Beve
erly Hills soon-to-be divorcee who
assumes leaderahlp of ber daughter’s
Wilderness Girl's group and thereby
affirms her human poteatial (and

STILL PLAYING:

“The Accidentia! Tourist” (C+)
(PG) 120 minutes.

Slow-paced famlly melodrama.

“The Adventures of Baron Man-
chusen” (A} PG, 126 minutes

Marvelous {nnmsy super special
elfects nnd grca: performances by
all-star

“Buches" {A+) (PG-13) 120 min-
tes.

utes.

Bette Midler and Barbara Her-
shey in fine show of friendship.

“Blll & Ted's Excellent Adven-
ture” (B-) (PG-13).

George Carliln gives the boys the
key to a time-traveling, A-plus histo-
ry project.

“The "Burbs” (D} (PG) 95 minutes.

‘Tom Hanks in slow-paced, absurd
satire of horror films,

“Chances Are” (*) (PG).

Cybll Shepard, Robert Downey Jr.
and Ryan O'Neal In a romaantle com-
edy about two lives mixed together,

“Cousins” (A-) (PG-13) (115 min-
utes)

Charming romantic comedy about
life, love and marriage.

“Dangerons u.lham" €+) ®)
115 minutes,

VIDEO VIEWING

After failing to locate a band of dangerous
killers, Chiof Dixon {Tim Relf) informs dotec-
tive Jerry Beck (Don Johnson) that the crimi-

Even lush images and good acting
can’t overcome the non-clnematic
quality of thls boring story of pre-
Revolutlonary French decadence. ,

“Dream & Little Dream" (F) (PG-
13) 110 minutes.

Impossible muddju with Jason Ro-
bards In Corey Feldman's body.

“Farewell to the King” (C-) (PG-
13) 105 minutes.

Pompous and ponderous World
War I movie behind Japanese lines
n Borneo,

“Fletch Lives” B, PG. .

T

Chevy Chase s back as Fletch and
brings along a gang of familiar faces
In this mindless, but funny, sequel.

“I'm Gonna Get You Sucka” {C+)
(R) 85 minutes.

Slow-paced satire of B-movles
from the Eluck polnt of view,

“Kinjite"

More vlalencn for Bronson fans
only.
“Lean On Me" (PG-13) (A-) 100
minutes.

True, inspldrationa), Intense story
of high school princlpal Joe Clark

nals have escaped in a acene from Warner
Bros.’ "Dead-Bang.”

and his revival of Eastatde High in
Patterson, NJ.

“Leviathan” (B-+) (R) 95 minutes.

Peter Weller is pretty good in a
watery nightmare with mutant mon-
ster,

“The Mighty Quion” (C} (R) 80
minutes,

Murder. money and sples in the
Caril

“Mlul.ulppi Burnlog” (A+) (R)
130 minutes. *
Brilllant

political film about

Grading the movles

Top marks - sure to pleass .

A | Closa behind - excellent

Sllitin running for top honors

Prolly good stutt, nol perfect

B |Cood

Good but nolable dellclencles

Just a cul above average

C [Mediocre

Not 50 hot and slipping fast

The very best of the poor stutt

D |Poor

It doesn’t get much worse

F | Truly awful “

Z | Reserved for the cologsatly bad ff

« | Noadvanced acreening A

humnn srecd, fear and cruclty, A -

must-:

“Nnkcd Gun" (D) (PG-13) 90 min-
utes.

Ovcrly broad farce never gets off
u:e ground fioor of the police squad |

“New York Storfes” (A+) (PG)'..
130 minutes.

‘Three superior short storles about |
1Hfc in New York's fast lanes direct- -
od by Martin Scorsese, Francls Ford -
Coppolla and Woody Allen.

“Pollce Academy 6: Clty Under
Slege" () (PG).

Oncs sensibllities are also nnder

sieg
"Rafn Man" (A-+)(R) 130 minutes. ..*
Tom Crulse and Dustln Hof(mnn -
star as brothers In every sense. .
“The Rescuers” (A) (G) 77 min- i
utes. P
Disney animation about two brave
mice who rescue kldnapped orphan.
“Rooftops” {D)(R) 95 minutes,
Super-silly dance eple pltting In- 7"
ner-city N.Y. youth agalnst drug:
dealers. o
“Skin Deep” (°) (R). :
John Rliter drinks, womanizes and
wonders why his man'lnge fails.

By Dan Greonberg
statf writer

What could be more appropriate
for your VCR during Oscar week
than the nalme (Mn 30) of last
yrar's: best foreign film, Gabriel
Axci's “Babeltes F:ul" B8+, G,
105 minutes), along with ope of the
top contender’s for that honor, Louls
Malle’s “Au Revior Les Enfants,”
(A+, PG, 103 minates).

Both are excellent, although 1
think the Academy made a mistake
{when do we agree?) because as good
as “Babette” Is, Malle's fitm is much
better.

Malle's personal memories from
1944 are most sensltive and ex-
tremely moving. In 1944 three young
Jewish boys were hidden from the

Galapo a! a Ca!hnllc schoo] Mn.l.le

Malle's quict m.m of schoolboy els
<1l the more significant in the way
its understatement emp! N
horror without rhetorie or bombast.

Color, music, photography, acting

ting — all combine to per-
fection with a singlemindedness of
purpose, a coherence and unity
which inexorably march to a tragic
but inevitable concluslon — all that
in a sensitive presentation emphasiz-
Ing the very best and the very worst
in humanity.

“Babette’s Feast” 1s a very differ-
ent sort of film, Bucd on a story by
Isask Dinesen Karen en,

whose upcrlcnca were the xub]ocl
ol “Qut of Africa” — “Babelte” has
a smaller message and a more indi-

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

vidual tranquillity than Malle's.
BABETTE (Stephane Audran) is
TE, (Ste

For many years, with no wages,
Babette cooks and cleans, scrubs and
mends with great panachc, vastly
the sisters' lives — and

a to
two malden Danish slsters, Martine
and Filippa, who live in a remote vil-
lage on the Jutland coast. Via kind-
ness, religlous leadership and care of
the il and inftrm, these ladles sup-
port the community their dead fa-
ther, a Lutheran pastor, founded.

Both Martine and Fillppa had had
lovers when they were younger, but
devotion to thelr father and his mis-
ston aborted those affafrs.

As o matter of fact, Fillppa's lov-
er, a famous French opera sloger,
Achille Papen (Jean- Phlllppe
Lafont), recommends
them after ber busband and san nm
killed [n the Paris Commune of 1871.

that of thelr communily as well. To
honer the 100th anniversary of the
pastor’s birth, the sisters plan a cele-
bratlon which Babette takes over as
her own affirmation of fricndship,
love and artistry.

Having just won the lettery, Ba-
bette travels to Parls and purchases
an Incredible array of gourmet spe-
cialtles so as to slage a monumental
French dinner In honor of the paster.
Her feast Is a magnificent display of
food art and It is that dedicatlon and
Babette’s fervor that Impels the film
forward to ils gustatory conclusion.

Stephanie Audran remains one of
Europe’s best actresses — and love-

liest women — as are the four ladics
{Blrgitte Federspiel, Bodil Kier, VI-
beke Hastrup and Hanne Stensgard)
who play the sisters at varfous ages.
Directing, photography, musle, cos-
tuming, every detall of the film is
marvelously well done, and the
screenplay's concapt alfirms love,
warmth and compasslon in human
affalrs.

WHAT DETRACTS from “Ba-
bette's Feast” in the larger scheme
of things 13 the smallness of Iis story.
‘The {m turns on the honor pald the
dead pastor, the devolion of his
daughters and, in turn, the emotlopal
attachment they stimulate in Ba-
bette, an emation which leads to ber
incredible, and very, expensive
feast.

But the basic premise of alt that 2
devotion s a rather selfish father, =
the pastor, who felt service to him -
and his community was mere In.
portant than self-Iuinitient and the
natural lives hls di . pbises mllhl-
have led b, e nn
their love wtu,

That story, &0 watier bow woll.
:sn't touch or teack us nearly ..
*alle’s story about

+1¢ friend:hip born and »
destreys o amidst « smic, trag: o
e torees an
Nontheless  both  “Bahuite's’
Feast” and “Au Revor Les €

fants,” with their excellent sub-
tles, are fine additions to cvery tape
llbrary. Check them out when they
hit the streets on March 30,

AFC debuts gay,

Jobn Waters and Pedro Almodovar,
whose earlier films deal {rankly
with homesexuality, mnde thelr first

By Anne Sharp
staif writer

Film has been one of
those Industries in which openly gay

men and women could work in an at-
mosphere of relative peace and ac-
ceptance. Acceptance, that s, as
long as they weren't 100 open about
their Hfestyles.

Popular acts like Charles Laugh-
ton, Rock Hudson and John Garfield
were always careful not to flaunt
their same sex prdcm:ce before the
publle.

These days, ull—oemoan 1s stil
by and large the rule. (Note that

SCREEN SCENE

DETROIT FILM THEATER, Detrolt
Institute of Arts, Detrolt. Call 833-2730
for [nformation. ($5 all seats)

“Distant Voices, SUIl Lives” (1982), 7
and 9:30 p.m. March 31 and Apeil 1, 8 and
7 pm. April 2. British director Terence
Davier autoblographlcal study of &
wrll.u class family.

EASTERN MICITIGAN UNTVERSITY,
Strong Audltorium, Ypsilanll. Call 437-
3043 for lnformation. ($3 all seats)

“A Flsh Called Wanda” (1082) $ and 10

(Jamle Lee Curtls).

HENRY FPORD CENTENNIAL LI.
BRARY, 18301 Michigao Ave, Dearborn,
Call 943-2330 for Information. (Free)

+*Af Evening of Ehorta™ 7 pm. March
27. A sclection of short mbjecta from
HFCL's film librasy.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 14301 E. Lib.
erty, Anty Arbor. For information, call

tn the United
States with works that focus uclu-

lesbian film fest

Film Festlval March 29 through
April 9.

1f, as AAFC hopes, the festival be-
comes an annual cveni, I hope they
find a catchler title for it. Still, this

sively on

Still, In the world of lltzmnllve
d.namn, at least, there’s a growing
acceptance of works by and about
gay males and lesblans., Gay film
festivals In New York, Berlln and
San Franclsco showcase such mate-
rial,

And now, following its tradltion of
innovative programming, the Ann
Arbor Film Cooperative will debut
its Michigan Lesblan and Gay Male

year's gs include an
lincup of recently released works
you rarely get to sce elsewhere.

SCREENINGS for the festival will
rotate from evening to evealng be-
tween Lhree locatlons on the Univer-
sity of Mlichigan-Ann Arbor campus
<= The Modern Language Bullding,
812 E. Washington, Audlitorium A of
Angell Hall, 435 S. State, and the
Natural Sclence Audltorium, 830 N.

University. Admission is $2.50 pcr

“Strome: The Lady of the Jewel
Box" (1987), Michelle Parkerson's
documentary about the leader of o
“Cage Aux Folles” type drag review,
and “Virgin Machine” (1988), a

show, The number for
769-7787.

The festival opens March 29 with
a double feature on the subject of
AIDS (at 7 and 9:20 p.m. [n the Natu-
ral Science Auditorium).

“A Death in the Family” (1888), di-
rected by Stewart Maln and Peter
Wells, concerns a young AIDS victim
in New Zealand. Rosa ven Praun-
helm, who's a sort of German John
Waters, dirccted “A Virus Has No
Morals” (1986), a black comedy
about society's bizarre reactions to
he epldemle.

The festival continues with

660-3397, ($4 regular and $3.23 students
and senlor citizens)

“Festival of Claymation” 8 pm. March
7, 10 p.m. March 28 and 7:10 p.m. Mareh
29-30. An anthology of shorts by various
filmmakers that proves (here's more to
the art of clay animation Lhan thoge dang
blastad singing ratsios on TV,

“The Best Years of Our Lives™ (1948), 7
pm. March 28 Willam Wyler's ac-
claimed drama about the homecoming of
three World War I vets.

“The Accused™ {1988), § p.m. March 29.
Elfective courtroom melodrama about 3
rape victim (Jodle Foster) who shames

tackers.

- Lha system Into panishing ber a

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY, 18301
Dodge Hall, Rochester, For (aformation,
call 370-2020. (§1 all seats)
Pilmmakers

PARK THEATRE, 804 Ere St E,
Windsor, Call {319) 971-9983 for dales
and time (§4 regolar and $2.50 seniors,
children and members).

“Pelle the Conqueror” (1937), Blile
August's satislying drama about (he
struggles of a chlld farm laborer in 19th
century Denmark.

*“Tapeheads” (1988), reportedly, & bur-
geoning cult hit oo the East Coast, this
deals with two wacky dudes trylag (o
break loto the LA, video-making busl-
ness.

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360 Lasher,

Detroit. For Information, call $37-2560.

(82 all seats)

“Sweethearts” (1933), 7:30 p.m. March
31 and April 1. Jeanette MacDonald-Nel-
son Eddy muaslcal features music by Vie-
tor Herbert and dialogue by Dorothy Par-
ker.

TELE-ARTS, 1840 Woodward, Detroll.
Call 983-2690 for dates and times. (§2
matinee, students and senlors, $3.50 regn-
tar)

*The Mozart Brothers” (1928), 5:3¢ and

743 pm. March 25-April 1, 1, %:18 and*

8:30 p.m. Apri) 2, Swedish comedy about
an opera director who rocks Amadeus
with an outrageous staging of ‘Don
Giovaan].”

“The Brothers Quay" (1988) 10 p.m.
March 31 and Aprll 1, 745 pm. April 2.

surreal,
beautlful short films by Timothy and Ste-
phen Quay, the greatest puppel antma-

Stiv Bator nnd Lordn of lhc New Chnrch perform In Avanuo
T

of love and
sex by Monika Treut, at 7 and 9:45
p.m. March 31 in the Natural Sci-
ence Auditorium.

“Mala Noche” (1985), Gus Van
Sant’s study of a young Orgeon
man's love for an illegal Mexican
Immigrant, showcases at 7 and 8:30
p.m. April 1 in the Modern Language
Building, with “Gay Shorts Night,”
an cvening of short subjects reffect.
Ing the gay male experience, at that
same huild!ng at 4, 7 and 8:30 p.m.
April 7.

"Novembennuon" (1984), a World
War If drama by Alexandra von

Grotte, about a woman's desperate:
attempt o save her lover from the
Nazis, wlll be shown at 7 and 9 p.m.
April 8 in the Modcm Language 73
Bulilding. “

“FOX AND His Friends,” (1975),
Ralner Werner Fassbinder's story of "o
an affair between & working class
entertalner and a bourgeols dandy, .=
wlll be shown at 7 p.m. April 8 In the ¥
Modern Language Buildlng, on a
double blll with two fllms featuring ™
the work of celebrated French felon- ™
turned-writer Jean Genet.

“Un Chant d’Amous” (1950) at 9:15
p.m s a short fllm directed by Genet
himself. “Querelle” (19883), based on~+
a novel by Geoet, was the late Fass-
binder’s last compleltd film. It stars. o
Brad Davis and Jeanne Moreau.

tors this slde of the Balkans.
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIOAN.-ANN
ARBOR, showings st Auditorium A, An-

gell Hall; 435 S, State; 1429 HIU SL; Lorch

Hal, corner of Tappan and Monroe; Mod-

the Pnlk Thﬂl". In wiﬂdlﬂf-

ds,” which ll g to

em Language Bultding, 812 . Washing-
ton, and Natural Sclence Auditorium, 830 -
N. University, (Prices usually $250 for .«
single film and $3.50 for a double fea-.&
ture))
"Au Revolr Loy Efants” (1987), 7 and.
9:15 p.m. March 28, HII St Louls Malle's
drama about a Catholic schooiboy and his.jer
Jewish friend in Nax-occupled France. 1)
“Muarderers Among Usx: The Stmogm-:*
Wiesenthal Story” (1988), 7 p.m. March e
29, Angell {free). Michigan premlere of 8-’y
new film biography of Nazi hunter Simoa v
Wiesenthal, rumnng Ben Kingsley, R
“Naked pacu Living Is nm‘v 3
{198%), 2:30 p.m., March 30, Lorch (Free).
‘Thia feature by avant-garde ethnographic e
filmmaker Trinh Mioh-ha offers an im:
presslonlstic view of life In rural West *
Alrica,
“Vagabond™ (1983} 7 and 9 p.m. Mareh
31, MLB 3. French direclor Agnes Var::
da's heartbreaking story of the aimless,
dungerous lifs of a homeless adolescents *in
glrl . ..\
“Cat Ballou” (1953), 7 p.m. March -Yl. _'..
Angell, with “The Harder They Come’
(1973} at P p.m.




