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The Goar relies
on a a stripped
down ap-
proach on its
new four-song
EP, “Return to
Hitaville.”

The Gear gets in gear

8y Larry 0'Connor
staff wrlter

A pack of Camels, a bottieof Goe-
bel, a dog named Glnger aid The

Car.

If 1t were a black and white film,
David Lynch would be the dirtctor.
But the setting serves the dual pur-
pose of belng the headquarters for
The Gear International Inc. and
home to all three band members.

The Uving room is filled with in-
teresting pleces of art along with
posters of The Who and The Clash,
the latter having had an Influenceon
the band's musle.

The couch is slightly wern ad
soft. But, much lke The Gear's mr-
sic, a person can sink Into it rather
cozily. Bass player Tom Lynch tell
the visltor about the band's photo,
which was taken at Lafayette Coney
Island in downtown Detrolt.

“We declded to cash the bottles in
and get something to eat,”" sald
l.ynch who s formerly of Roches-

'rhe Gear is not only cashing in

Freaks: Just ‘geeks’ who play

By Larry O'Connor
staft writer

No worry of tripplng over any blg
cgos when visiting the House of
Freaks,

“We're just normat geeks who like
{o play music,” sald Johnny Hott,
drummer of the critlcally acclatmed
duo.

Most bands after recelving rave
reviews as the House of Freaks did
with thelr first album “Monkey on a
Chaln Gang,” which was called “ex-
traordinary” in Musiclan, “terrifle”
In GQ and “inspired” in Blllboard,
would need to order new cxtra-large
hats. Bryan Harvey and Hott appear
to shrug off such accolades like dan-

druff.

‘The bottom line Is the music. And
The House of Freaks have another
batch on the market with thelr latest
Lp “Tantilla.” Those who liked

“Monkey on a Chaln Gang” will
probably take to the new offering.
Aslde from the added clement of
keyboards, The House of Freaks'
sound (s baslcally just Harvey on
guitar and Holt on drums.

REVIEWS

with returnables, the band is secking
pay-backs on its soon-to-be released
four-song EP, “In the New Hits-
ville.”

After 1% years of playing the lo-
cal circult, The Gear has somcthing
to show for its efforts. The vinyl of-
fering is sparse in terms of sour .

The Gear rely on a stripped wn
approach. The vocals nor the 1 usi-
clanship wlll overwhelm at firs: hut
after awhlle the simplieity of 1 .as
an endearing quality,

WHILE THE sound is definitely
thelr own, The Gear’s status in the
area music scenc could be lumped
together with a handful of other
bands, such as the Volebeats, the
Gorics and Gangster Fun.

The Gear doesa't have a fast-talk-
Ing manager, nor do they possess a
high-powered marketlng strategy.
Nonetheless, they're there.,

The Gear can be found playlng
carnestly In clubs like the Ham-
tramck Pub and Paycheck’s Lounge,
but they also perform (n places of
non-high visibility, such as benefits.

In the final analysls, the music ts

Nalt bitlng and fractured nerves
were ala minlmum making the fol-
Jow-up kP, according to Hatt.

“We lidn’t glve a damn,” said
Hott, whose group will perform with
the Banges Tuesday, Aprll 4, at the
Fox Thestre in Detrolt. "We really
didn’t mtke any money off the flrst
album. Wy figured what do we have
to lose."

AS FAR as the critical expecta-
tions, HﬂMVoﬁn'l give a hoot about
that either.}

what sells It in the long run — not
the numerous clubs a band plays In.

Bob Zabor writes the songs and
sings them on stage. He usually
churns out enc Lo two new Songs a
month, which he reluctantly agrees
Is the group's trump card.

“I'd say probably — geez It's hard
for me to say this but I'll say it any-
way — our material,” said Zabor,
who s the founding member of The
Gear. “We have a higher output than
many other bands.”

As bandmates, being roommates
certalnly helps in terms of focus.
Lynch and Zabor dont nccessarily
agree with the theory about the band
that plays and lives together plays
hetter {ogether, but it helps get
things done.

The other band member's vote Is
on proxy. Jefl Hunt was in the hospi-
tal, sufferlng from dehydration due
to complications from a cold.

“WE WOULDN'T be able to get
anything done if we dldn't live to-
gether, fight together and drink to-
gether,”" Lynch sald. “When we get

Aside from the
added element
of keyboards,
The House of
Frenks’ sound
ts basically
just Harvey on
guitar and Hott
on drums on
their new LP.

“Usually, IL: just one guy's opin-
ion," he said. “One well-known guy
writes something and everyone else
writes the same damn thing. We llke
it when people are a Little more critl-
cal.”

OK. So these guys apparently are
not picking out what they want to
wear to next year's Grammy’s.

Instead, the Housc of Freaks ls
bustly cultivating a following. The
two-man outfit is on tour with The
Bangles at what has been a non-stop
pace since the release of the first al-

home from work, we flop around and
have dinner. Then somebody will
say, ‘what about those flyers.’ It's
pretty much a 24-hour thing.”

Lynch was the last plece of the
puzzle. The Gear started out with
four members, but was trimmed to
three. Lynch is a 1983 graduate of
Rochester Adams High Schoot and
played in a rather non-descript band
called The Mangos before answering
an ad in the Metro Times for a bass
player.

Together, The Gear provides a
highly encrgized show that Lynch de-
scribes as “shear anarchy” at times.
The live partlon of the band is as im-
portant, if not more important than
the recorded one.

“I think the important thing on the
record Is that {t captures the Hve set-
ting," Zabor sald. “We can't afford to
experiment in the studlo.”

The Gear will perform along
with Anti-Fashion and Modcl Cit-
izen on Friday, March 31, in Oak-
land University's Abstention
Room in Rochester. Tickets are
$3.50 at the door. Procecds will
benefit WOUX-AM, the campus
radio station of Oakland Univer-
sity. For information, call 370-
4272

music?

bum, pllnylnz 118 dates with Mld-

. night

All of this started with one trip to
Los Angeles In a statlon wagon. Both
band members hall from Rlchmond,
Va., but declded to try their musical
luck out west.

While most groups get swallowed
up in the mass vortex of the LA mu-
sle scene, the House of Freaks struck
gold Instantly. They worked as house
painters during the-day, but latched
on to a promoter who put them in
the top clubs.

“He llked the band,” Hott sald.
“Either that or he figured with two
guys, he didn't have to pay us as
much.”

NONETHELESS, the House of
Freaks made waves. Several record
labels were interested, but the group
signed with the aggressive independ-
ent Rhino.

The creative spark between Hott
and Harvey works, for whatever
reason. Hott is not offering any theo-
ries,

“There's no creativity between
us,” he sald. “When we're not having
Her_lglan, there's just a lot of dead
alr.”

IN CONCERT

® BANANARAMA

Bananarama wlll perform on Monday,
March 27, at Royal Oak Music Theater.
Tickets are $17.50. For Informatlon, call
$46-7610.

® BOXOF9'S

Big Box of 9's will perform on Monday,
March 27, at tbe Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Aﬂsu5 Arbor. For information, call $95-
8555,

Also the group will perform on Tues-
day, March 28, at Rlck's Cale, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For information, calt
996-2747.

® CROSSFIRE

rossfire, a contempor
music band from Calerado Coueg: \tlll
perfrom at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 28, ot
Dunning Park Chapel, 24800 W. Chicago,
west of Telegraph, Redford, Tickets are
$2. For information, call 532-8540.

® SECOND SELF

Second Selfl will perform on Tuesday,
March 28, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. Fiﬂl.
Ansn Arbor. For tnformation, call $96-
8555.

® ROMANCE

Romance witl perform
through Saturday, untll April | at bayu.
na's, Rochester Road, near 14 Mile Road.
For information, call 528-1550,

® SUSPECTB

Suspects will perform on Wednesday,
March 29, at Rick's American Cafe, 811
Church, Ann Atbor. For {nformation, calt
996-2747.

® PRIVATE DRIVE

Private Drive will perform on Thurs-
day, March 30, at Sully's, 4738 Green-
tield, Dearborn. For Informatlon, call
B46-5377.

® SEE DICK RUN

See Dick Run will perform on Thurs-
day, March 30, at 3-D Dance Club, 1815
N. Main, near 12 Mite, Royal Qax. For
information, call SB9-3344.

® DINOSAUR

Dinosaur will perform on Thursday,
March 30, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. Flrst,
Ana Arbor. For information, call 996
8555,

® KENKY NEAL

Kenny Nea) will perform oo Thursday,
March 30, at Rick's American Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor, For Informatlon, call
996-2747.

® VAN GOGH

Ash Can Yan Gogh will perform ot Fri-
day, March 31, at Jameson's, 1812 N.
Main, Royal Oak. For information, call
S47-6470.

® DION PAYTOR

Dlon Payton wifl perform oo Feiday
and Saturday, Mareh 31 and April 1, at
Sully's, 4758 Greentield, between Mict-
gan and Ford, Dearborn. For Informa-
tion, call 846-5377.

® WILD WOODYS

The Wild Woodys wlll perform on Fri-
day and Saturday, March 31 and April 1,
at Griffs Grlll, 49 N, Saginaw, Pontlac.
For information, call 334-9282.

@ CIVILIANS

Civillans will perform with special
guests, Faded Films, on Friday, March
31, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniff,
off 175, Hamtramck. For information,
call 365-9760.

® FUNHOUSE

Fuabouse wlil perform on Saturday,
April 1, at Jameson's, 1812 . Main, Roy-
a1 0ak. For Information, call 547-6470.

® SWEET TEA2E

Swect Teaze will perform on Saturday,
April 1, at Blondie's, 21139 W. Seven
Mile, east of Telegraph, Detrolt. For lo-
formatlon, call 535-8108.

® REM.
R.EM. wlll perform at 8 p.m. Wednes-
na In Detroit.

day, April 5, at Cobe Arer
eserved seals are §16.50. For informa-
tlon, call 99-MUSIC.

Private Drive will perform on Tl

COLLEGE

y at Sully’s in D

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 songs receiving air
play on WHFR-FM, campus statlon of
:)l:nry Ford Community College Ln Dear-

o

1.“Orange and Lemons,” XTC.
2. “Raw and the Cooked.” Fioe Young

Caonibals,
3.“3,” Violent Femmes.
4. "New York,” Lo Reed.

S, “Technique,” New Qrder.

6. Don't Tell a Soul.” chht:mml&
7."Spike,” Elvis Costello.

3. “Loc/ed After Dark.” Tooe Loc.

9. “Figures on a Beach," Figures oo a

Beack.
10. “Peligro,” Denlm TV.

Here are the top 10 songs receiving air-
play on WCXI-AM.

L “Tm 2 One Woman Min" Gearge

z. ’Blbyl Gomn Good at Goodbye,”

George Strall

3. “There's l Tear in My Beer,” Haok

Williams, Jr,

4. “Who You Gonna Blame It oo This
¢,” Vern Gosdln,

5. “Baltad of a Teenage Queen,” Joknzy

Gulllloum Cash/Everly Brotbers.

6 Bndzs and Walls,” The Oak Ridge

“[‘m No Stranger to the Rain” Ketth

“h ll 'Still Over?, " Randy Travis.
N Fool at an Old Game,” Reba

10. "Dou'l You Ever Get Tired (of Hurt-
ing Me),” Roanle Milsa,

THE RAW AND
THE COOKED

— Fine Young
Cannibals

Flne Young Cannlbals are begin-
ning to come into thelr own. They
have been somewhat ncglccu:d fora
while. Butasa [ movle

The predominmt mood and feel

soundtracks (they had a track on
Jonathan Demme's "'Something
Wild"), acting (singer Roland Glit Is
featured in the film “Sammy and
Rosle Get Laid”) and videos (Prince

produced thelr last video), they are
now garnering some attention. Thls,
of course, is mentioning npothing
about the high quallty of this partic-
ular LP,

The band was formed as an after-
clfect of the breakup of the English
Beat with mbber—lcmcd guitar play-
er Andy Cor and bassist David
Steele teaming up with singer Ro-
1and Gift.

For those of unfamiliar with
FYC, it'a GIi's unique vocals that
gives them thelr easily identifiable
sound. Like Morrissey, It's one of
those vocal styles that you elther
love or hate. On this album, the
strength of the songs should tran-
scend anyone's dlslike of hls vocals,

the LP is that of Motown
Recorda. It's a midermn day Motown
sound better thapany that the mod-
ermn day Motowa groups are pro-
duelng. !
1t starts off whh the current sin-
gle, the danceabk "She Drives Me
Crary” and qulkly bounces into
"Good Thing” whth features exccl-
1ent plano playlngfrom Davld Steele
and great Motownsh backing vocals,
‘There are only hrec tracks which
don’t Impress, ongof which Is a ter-
ribly 1ight cover varsion of Lthe won-

ANCIENT HEART
— Tanita Tikaram

On the beels of the folksy success
of Suzanne Vega in 1987 and Tracy
Chapman In 1938, here comes Tanlta
Tikaram. No, she's hardly in the
league with either of Lhese wo, but
she has put logether a debut release
with a lot of potential,

‘The English-raised product of a
mother from Bornco and Fiji native
father, Tikoram has an upusual
background that reveals itself In her
music, Her husky voice combines the
jarzy smoothness of Sade and the bit-
ing Introspection of the recent work
of Chrissy Hynde.

The music is refreshingly accous-
tic and far from overbearing, with
Tikaram on gultar, and album pro-
ducers Rod Argent and Peter {(now ol
Mike and The Mechanlcs fame) Van
Hooke on keyboards and drums, re-

derful Buzzcocks! “Ever Fall In
Love.”

‘The other more than
make up for those! and special
attention should 1d to “T'm

Not the Man

as jt Is," “Tell Me

be Smoley Roblnsc 1) and the boun-
1l Crensfaw styled “Don't

—Cormac Wright

l.aol Back."

“The stark but well-layered ar-
rangements feature Tikaram's vo-
cals, often with & dash of
brass and woodwinds added to cre-
ate a highly listenable sound.

“Ancient Heart” is an album that
grows on you wilh each successive
play. The opening track, "Good

Tradition,” is upbeat with a nice
homn arrangement. The mentlon of
the words "love and bate,” however,
conjures up memories of a

slngle from the Pretenders’ “Learn-
ing to Crawl” LP.

“Cathedral Song” has a more re-
fined Vega-esque flavor to it, as does
“Poor Cow.” “Cow"” could be the ma-
cabre sequel to Vega's 'l-‘ucy
try* off “Solitude Standing.”

The album’s highlights also in-
clude “Sighing Innocents,” an inter-
national single/video called *“Twist
In My Sobriety,” and a gorgeous bal-
1ad entitled “Valentine Heart”

This Ls a solid first release for TI-
karam, who very well conld find her
niche on American college radio.

A

CHICKEN GRAVY |

& BISCUITS

— Lii’ Ed and the
Blues Imperials

For those misguided souls who
Lhink the blue Is nothing but erylag-
in-your-beer music, meet L' Ed and
Lhe Blues Imperials.

“Chicken Gravy & Biscuits” (Alll-
gator) is house-rocking blues that
will shake the cobwebs of depression
loose [rom the most sullen of indl-
viduals. Rollicking, hot-fingered gul-
tar licks highlight this second offer-
lng by the Chicago-based blues out-

And to think two years ago, LiI' E4
Willlams was virtually unknown. He
played guitar oo the weekends In
blues venues around Chicage. He
supported his hobby by w dur-
ing the day as a senlor buffer at a
car wash,

The band's debut album

ber

ter will prodadly keep her
mtm‘wmmmllt
lhhumlunwhuemhulm

™ on Alligator was re-
lcased In Seplember 1926 and LI’ E4
took his show ou the road, galning &
large lollcwinz natlonwide. Of
course, there's the ever-dreaded sec-
ond album curse.

But with the genuine raw power of

!

the music, L' Ed and the Blue®’
Imperials couldnt go wrong om "**

“Chicken, Gravy & Blscuits.” From

Wisely, the bacd chose to

record
this album live in the studlo, mean- *
takes.

greal
magic to vinyl. LU* Ed does.
But there are some breaks [rom

the dance floor boogle, especially on.
the track Blues for Jeanette.” Here



