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'Schiff taps life for laughs

By Larry O'Connor
stafl writer

A thousand anecdates, a thousand

.+ places Lo tell them.

Such could sum up Mark Schlff’s
comedlc carcer. He can tell you
about performing stundup comedy In
a neighborhood so bad that “bacterla
doesn't even like to go in,” to the

S "Tonight Show" before mitlions of

vlewer where Johnny Carson gives
his own seal of approval.

“He gives you that sign with his
fingers,” Schiff sald,

As a stand-up comle for 12 years,
Schlff has emerged at the top of his
comedic class. Hls style is strictly
mom and pop.

You know the stuff. Like the story

- when you were a kid golng on vaca-

. tlon with your parents. You'd mis-

behave and they would threaten to
turn the car around.-

Or your father taking you to a
bascball game and he gets drunk,

. Then there’s the uncle who was al-

ways pulling off your nose.
1 do impressions of people,” sald

* Schlff, who will be appearing Tues-

day through Saturday at Mark Rid-
Iey's Comedy Castle. “Not of famous
people, but of your mother, your fa-
ther, your uncle, your cat. People

1t's taken 12 years for Mark
Schiff to hone his comedic
skills, skills, he said 1hat
trace thelr roots back his
mother and father.

wlll stop me in the strect and say,
‘Hey, how do you know my
mother?' "

Comedy has always been all In the
famlly for Schiff, Mom and dad indl-
rectly led him to a career in it.

WHEN HE was 12, hls pareats let
hlm tag along on their anniversary.
The famtly went to the Boulevard
Night Club in Queens, N.Y. A ot co-
median was drawing his falr share

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

B by, |wmmmn~
mare —all for o h
package mclugdcs

won 5220

pet
May 23-Junc 29

the resort;

taxes and gratuities.

-vm‘!:rmulr\

MACKINAC'S

Say Farewell to Winter
whilé our rates
are unseasonably low.

At Misston Bosnt Resasri, vor cn eaoy e oitdoon fieed pool
erote Tilaes con

&wekran unktal, o
® Dreakfast buffer

and dinner daily;

« Round trip ferry
ticket & horse-drawn taxi sesvice w and from

» 3hour bicyele rentdl, baggage handling,

el datie et St maltle durugh dn aecdents

~5 1-800-833-5583

O call v bl wred agent

1SLAND

SN

P

RESORT

Py

(‘l'

kS

of taughs while opening up for slnger
Al Martino.

That's when Schiff got his first
taste of no respect. The comedlan on
stage was Redney Dangerfield.

““The attention he was getting was
unbelievable. Belng an only child,
we're attentlon freaks,” Schlff said.
“I said, ‘I've got to get some of
that’”

Alter 12 years, Schiff has more
than his share.

Thanks to cable tclevision, the
1ight of natorlety Ls only beglnning to
shine on the Mark Schiffs of the
world. In Schil{'s case, the time dur-
Ing the cllmb appears (o have been
well spent.

His craft has been perfected In
nearly every comedy club from the
East Coast to the West Coast. He's
performed at the Comedy Store In
Los Angeles, Dangerficld's in New
York, Cacsar’s In Atlantlc Clty along
with Mark Rldley's Comedy Castle.

In addition to the “Tonight Show,"
Schiff has appeared on "Late Night
with David Letterman”, “Too Close
for Comfort,” and was a winner on
Showtime's “Comedy Laugh Of(.”

Schiff is busily putting together a
comedy show which he hopes to sell

to a cable TV network. The more

Busmess Luncheon Spemals

Beginning at
10 Minute Express Lunches

work, the merrier for Schiff.

“A jazz player can practice in hls
room,” Schiff sald. “A comedlan
needs to practiee in front of an audi-
ence. We need to experiment before
a live audlence.”

THE MATERIAL he experiments
with s timeless. Unless people quit
having parents, Schlff appears to
have a long career ahead of him.

Schifi’s parents have been his blg-
gest source for materfal. Through
the ycars, he estimates they have
seen 150 of hls shows.

Hls father was a truck driver who
drove a cab on the weekend for extra
money. His mother was a real estate
agent. Schiff grew up In the Bronx,
10 blocks from Yankee Stadlum
where his father used to take him to
see the likes of Roger Maris and
Milckey Mantle.

His father dled in October,

“My father was a guy who came
home from work every night,” Schiff
said. “My father was a very funny
mar. He had a great deadpan.

His mother was the opposite. She
would become quite angry at the
slightest thing, which Schitf sald
covers the extremes of comedy —
deadpan Lo screaming.

His childhood was perhaps less
than idyllle. For the comedian,
though, it’s {first hour in the class-
room of comedy.

“You have to come out of some
paln to make people laugh,” he sald.
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COMEDY CLUBS

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send us the information:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia 48150.

@ BEA'S COMEDY

Skeeter Muarray, Bob Nelan and
Downtown Tooy Brown will perferm
on Firiday and Saturday, March 31
and April 1, at Bea's Comedy Kltch-
¢n, 541 Larned, Detroit. Showtimes
are 8:30 p.m. and 1§ p.m. For infor-
matlon, call 961-2561.

® CHAPLIN'S EAST
Joe Vega will appear Wednesday
through Saturday, March 29 to April
. 1, at Chaplin's East, 34244 Groes-
beck, Fraser. Showtlmes are 8:30
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday and
8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, Fer informatlon, call 792-
1902

® CHAPLIN'S WEST

Greg Travis will perform Tuesday
through Saturday, March 28 o April
1, at Chaplin’s West, 16890 Tele-
graph Read, south of Six Mile, De-
trojt. For Information, ca)l 533-8866.

® COMEDY SPORTZ
Comedy Sporiz at the Heidelburg

will bave Improvisational comedy &t
8:30 pm. and 11 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. The club is at 215 N. Main,
Ann Arbor. Showtlmes are 8:30 pm.
and 11 pm. For reservatlons, eall
995-BBBE.

® HOLLY HOTEL

Jason Steart will perform along
with guests, Chris Jakeway and Rob
Taylor, on Thursday through Satur-
day, March 30-April 1, at the Holly
Hatel, 110 Battle Alley, Battle
Creek. For informatlon, call 834-
5208, .

© JOEY'S

Mark Sweetman will perform
Wednesday through Saturday, March
29 o April 1, at Joey’s Comedy Club,
36071 Plymouth, west of Wayne
Road, Livonia. Showt!mes are 8 p.m.
Wedn y and Thurzday and at 8
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. Thursday is no smoklng night.
For informatlen, call 261-0555.

® MAINSTREET

Steve and Leo will perform on
Friday through Sunday, April 7-8, at
Malnstreet Comady Showcase, 314
E. Liberty, between Division and
Fifth, Ann Arbor. Showtimes are
8:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. Tickels are
$13. For Information, call 896-9080.
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When Friend fell,
he called for Help,

At last Help came,
and Help knew what to do.
In times of emergency,
are you Help? If nol, learn
Red Cross First Aid

where you work -
or call your locol chapter.
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8 Nights/9 Days

Complete Per Person
Double Occupancy
Inside Cabin
Upgrade avallable to an
oufside cabin is $100
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PLAYADELCARMEN
COZUMEL (MEXICO)

24824 MICHIGAN AVE.
DEARBORN MI 48126
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