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Following his conviction of first-degree murder, Jon Vermeu-
len faces a mandatory sentence of life in prison without

chance of parole.

Vermeulen found
guilty of killing

Coniinued trom Page 1

malntalned Lewls' death was an ac¢-
cldent, that he shot hlmself once,
shot Lewls by “reflex” as she knelt
to help him and then shot himself a
{lnal time.

During closing arguments
Wednesday, Qakland County assist-
ance prosecutor John Slevin called
Vermeulen's account ‘a lie,”
prompting a derisive groan from
Vermeulen's 21-year-old son Ray,
who attended the final day of testi-
mony.

Slevin sald Lewis' death was a
“classle” murder and sulclde but “la
this Enstance, the sulcide was obvl-
ously not successful.”

Following the verdict, defense at-
torney Lawrence Kaluzny, & Farm-
ington Hlls resldent, said jurors
“Just did not believe Vermeulen.
They had "

charge of the case last year, sald he
is “relleved” the trail is over.

“You never know with a jury.
‘They tricd to glve him the benefit of
doubt, to stretch in his favor, but
things just dldn’'t match up, It's re-
freshing to know a jury can see
through decelt,” Loe said.

Kaluzny said Vermeulen, a former
electrical engincer, expected a con-
victlon on charges of first degree.
“He expected it. He was stole about
the verdict.”

Sentencing Is set 11 a.m,, April 7,
before Clrcult Judge Fred Mester,
who said he expects Vermeulen to
appeal.

“I'm sure there wlll be an appeal,
based on the time between arraign.
ment and when the case came to trl-
2l," a period of nearly 39 months,
Mester sajd.

Central among them was the tim-
ing of Lewls’ death, whether or not
Vermeulen shot her before or after
he shot hlmself the flrst time. Bats-
ford General Hospltal surgeons who
operated on Vermeulen at S pm, on
the day of the shootlngs estimated he
sustalned massive wounds to the
chest and abdomen only hours before
surgery and not during the early-
mornlng hours when Lewis Is sald to
have dled.

Sharon Vermeulen, who now lives
in Arizona, testified she spoke with
Jon on the phone at 3:20 p.m. Dec. 28
and white he spoke “quickly, in a
rush,” he sounded normal.

FARMINGTON HILLS police de-
-tective David Loe, who assumed

Introducing
Family Doctors
with Extended
Hours and
Expanded Services.
Finding a skilted, caring
physician who Is peesonally
interested in you and your
family s very important.

‘Thar's why MercyCare has
repackaged ihe idea of family
heakth care with family doctors
plus convenicent, extended
hours and on she servkes ke
laboratory, x-ray and physical
therapy?

When you cheoase your
primacy medial cee, come 1o
MercyCare Family Medical Cenier.
“Prnacaltherapy pasbitde & wme ceniers

MercyCare

- Family Medical Center
Afiliated with St. Joseph Mercy Hospltal -~ Rmtiac

g Vermoulen
has an automatlc right of appeal, ac-
cording to Kaluzny, who sald “he has
nothing to loose by appeallng.” In
the eventof an appeal, a new attor-
ney wlil likely be appolnted to the
case,

After the verdict, Burns, who bad
never before served on a jury, sald
she felt near tears and observed that
everyone personally touched by the
murder “is a vietim.”

One who has been touched is
Sharon Vermeulen. At 15, she mar-
ried Jon and bore him three chil-
dren, now ages 20, 21 and 24, She
was not permitted to attend the trial
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Push is on for C’ville miilage

By Kevin Brown
statf writer

To gain votes for o millage issue
nest month, two Clarenceville
schools sccretaries have even been
deputlzed 1o reglster volers.

Superintendent Michael S. Shibler
also has scheduled meetings with
parents, appeared on the district’s
cable TV channel, sent home fllers to

rents and more — all to galn sup-
port for the millage.

“I've met with the parent lcudslrrs

was increased by just 2.7 percent by
the state — an increase that doesn't
keep pace with Inflation.

“You're paylng more of the bill
but the state’s paying less of the
blil,” Shibler said.

In carly April, Shibler plans to
meet with more parents at each of
the district’s four schools. ife also
plans to make a secord appearance
on the distrlct’s cable channel —
with school board preslident Richard

ployees whose wages bave been fro-
zen since they received a pay in-
crease In the 1987-88 s: 1 aal year, If
teachers' wages fall beli..} salarles
In other distrlcts, offictals say, the
district will have trouble koeping
good teachers.

® Lower class size In grades K-3
from about 31 to 26 students per
teacher.

@ Allow for a full-time librarian
and at Clarence-

Wood and asslstant super
for business Ralph Skrocki, In a
i format on the mil-

at each of the " Shibler
sald, adding he's discussed “why we
need to ask for It and what we are
golng to do with the money.”

Voters will be asked April 24 to
approve & 3.5-mill Increase, to free
tha district — for a while, at least —
trom Jts finanelal woes.

Shibler sald the blggest concern
among district homeowners is “what
it's golng to cost them, They do bring
up concerns about the assessments,
that they've increased radically.”

The superintendent stressed that
while a 10 pereent increase in as-
sessments last year did force taxes
up in the district, that money doesn't
go to the schoal district, by the state
school ald formula. Under that for-
mula, as state equalized value per
pupll increases state afd payments

lecrease.
INSTEAD, THE district’s budget

qi
lage request.

In mid-April, officlals plan to send
brochures to district homes explain-
Ing the issue.

THE MILLAGE Incrcasc vote s
the first sought by school offlcials In
clght years.

The distrlet, which includes por-
tlons of Livonla, Redford and Farm-
Ington Hills, ls able to seek the in-
crease due to Redford Tawnship vot-
ers’ approval last August of a ballat
issue changing the governmental
status to a charter township.

Money ralsed through a millage
increase and an expected request for
a Headlee tax rollback override
would:

@ Head off cuts In K-12 instruc-
ton and extracurricular activitles.

® Give salary Increases to em-

Alkateeb’s successor
won’t take seat tonight

A change In plans will greet candi-
dates tonight sceking appointment to
il former Farmington Hills city
councllman Joe Alkatecb's vacant
seat.

Contrary to carlier plans, the new
appolntee will not take a seat on the
council followlng the appointment
process tonight at 7:30 in the councll
chambers, 31555 11 Mile.

The new appointee will be sworn
In by ¢ity clerk Kathy Dornan at the
end of the councll meeting, but wlil
not be expected to take the seat untlt
the next regularly scheduled meet-
ing.

“It would be unfalr to expect
somebody to step Into the councll
meeting Monday nlght,” Mayor Ter-
ry Sever said. “This way, they won't
be put on the spot.”

The ¢ity council wlll offer nomina-
tlons and cast ballots for one of 11

candidates secking to fill the vacan-
cy left by Alkateeb's Feb. 20 resigna-
tion, Candidates were publicly inter-
viewed last week. The wlnning can-
didate must receive at least four of
the council’s slx votes.

CANDIDATES ARE Lawrence
Llchtman, planning commlssloner;
Martin Krohner, vice chairman for
the Councll of Homeowners Assocla-
tions of Farmingion Hllls; Jonathan
Grant, planalng commissloner; Rlch-
ard Corey, board of zonlng appeals
member; Vernon Kielpinski, councit
watcher; Mary Avery, planning com-
missioner; Paul Sewerby, chalrman,
Zoning Board of Appeals; George
Sarklslan, a Ford Motor Co. layout
technlcian; Albert Rosen, a Detrolt
Public Schools English department
head; H. Frank Jinlan, a chlroprac-
tor; and ham, owner of
two Farmington Hills businesses.

@ Q&E Sports—more than just the scores

ause she was a pr wit-
ness.

Repackaged
Family '
Health
Care

Walk-in or by Appaintment
Rochester Hills 656-3515

1812 5. Rochester K.

Etours: Open Mon-Fri. 9am.-9 pm.
Sat.and Sun. 9am-Spm
Unlon Lake 360-1200
2900 Unfon Lake Rd.
(Acrons from R-Mart)
Hours: Open Mon-Fri. 9am-9pm.
Sat.9am.§ pm, Closed Sun
Witerford 682-3500
4000 tighland Rl
Hours: Open Mon-Fri.9am.9 pm.
Sa-Sun 9am-5pm.
Farmington fllls  855.6773
28270 Orchard 1ake Rd.
Hours. Open Mon-Frl. 9am.-9 pm.
Sat-Sun.Qam.-5pm.

646-1995

Biemingham
2075 E- 14 Sle Rl

(4 blocks vast of Woodward Ave.)
Houes: Open Moa.-Fel. 8am.5 pm.
Clased Sat. and Sun.

In cach 'y

ville Middle Schoal. Thls would also
boast teaching of computer skllls at
both levels.

@ Help the district pay an antici-
pated $254,000 increase in costs due
to Increases In health Insurance
premlums, data processing costs and
more.

Sunday Afternoon,

LAST SUMMER, the school board
reduced operating expenses by
$400,000, as state ald did not keep
pace with inflation.

1f voters apprave the measure, the
total gencral operating millage
would rise to 41.4 mills.

Should voters approve the lno-
crease, the owner of a house valucd
at $60,000 would pay an extra $8.75
per month or $105 per year, The
owner of a $70,000 house would pay
an extra $10 per month or $122 per

year.

What elfect would rejection of the
mitlage have on Clarenceville
Schools? “I'd prefer not to take a
negative aititude,” Shibler sald, add-
Ing he's likely seck a second vole In
Junc, if the mtlage fails,
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omote Convarter In
Redford.
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Roquiras Scienific Atlant
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Avallable on Channel 20 In Livonia and
‘Oaklond County, Channel 37 In Aedlord.

Melro

Pay Per View Hotline: 422-0224
Mon.-Frl. 8:30 A.M.-10 P.M,; Sat, & Sun. 11:30 A.M.-10 P.M.

tight in your neighborhood.
Mercy Women's Care Center at

B o

SO0 WOODWARD, FORTAC. A 48033

Mobile Mammography Available at
the Farmington Hills Center April 1

The Mobile Mammography Progeam, offered by Mercy Women's Care
Center, provides complete breast education and mammography service

 Call 858-3780

for your appointment now.

IMAGINE DYING
FROM A DISEASE
YOU NEVER
KNEW YOU HAD.

Eleven million people in the U.S. have diabetes.

But almost half of them don’t know it.

Untreated, diabetes can lead to heart disease,

kidney disease, blindness and gangrene.
4 }llxnd for 150,000 people each year, it leads to
eath.

That’s why you should be aware of the symptoms

of diabetes: blurred vision, excessive thirst and fre-
quent urination are just some of the warning signs.
Because the sooner you find out if you have diabetes,
the more likely you are to get it under control, before
complications set in.

Finding out you have diabetes can be scary. But

not finding out can be fatal.

FIGHT SOME OF THE WORST DISEASES OF OUR TIME.

American
Diabetes,




