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Learnin

g the ropes

Long working days for freshman lawmaker

By Joanne Mallszewaki
stalt writar

She also conslders herself lucky
with her

A part-time state Legistature? Jan
Dolan can't see it.

“You just can't do it,” satd the
freshman Republican state repre-
sentallve in the 69th District for
and

conservatlon, recreatlon and envl
ronment; consumers; and House
oversight, Shortly after her Novem:-
ber election, Dolan sald her goal was
assignment to at least the conserva-
tfon, recreatlon and environment

F .
Southfleld Township.

Empty space just isn't common in
Dolan’s dally calendar. Her days be-
gln at 8 am. and cnd at approxl-
mately 7 p.m., if she's lucky. One re-
cent evenlng, she had three 7 pm.
functlons to atiend In Lansing, then
returned to Farmington Hllls for a
7:45 p.m. mecting of Farmington
Famllles in Actlon.

The state House Is in sesslon Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday. Do-
lan has jolned three task forces —
solld waste/recycling, drunk driving,
and child care.

“We will hear a lot of different,
Innovative Idcas that are on the
drawing board, approved by the
state Department of Natural Re-
sources, but nat yet implemented In
the state,” Dolan sald, following a
morning solld waste task force
meetlng.

The former Farmington Hills city
councllwoman is fast learning the
ropes around the state Capltol.
Though she knew the Legislature
was far more partlsan than the clty
council, she's stlli earning just how
partlsan.

Whichever party (s the majority in
the state Legistature rules the roost,
Including whether bills see the light
of day, the slze of cach lawmaker's
offlce and where the minority party
slts while the Senate and the House
are in sesslon.

DOLAN SAID she was lucky in
getting her smal), first-floor office in
the Capitol Bullding rather than In a
nearby office bullding, from where
many legislators work.

By 2 p.m,, Dolaa is ready for the
House sesslon to begin, Others are
stil] straggling in. But busincss can-
tinues amld the nolse, chattering and
hustle.

“There's actlvities golng on all the
time,” Dolan said. “I really have to
concentrate. I'm not used to such
commotion. People are up and mov-
Ing around.”

Dolan recently co-sponsored a blll
beefing up handicap parking restric-
tions, As a Republican and a now-
comer, Dolan doesn’t have a leglsla-
tive rescarch aide. But legislative
services are provided so legislators
don’t have to research current laws
to determine where changes, such as
In handicap parking, may be needed.

Looklng back at her ycars on the
Farmlngton Hills City Council, Do-
lan sald she never had the amount of
reading she has now. But plenty of
conferences and seminars are avail-
able, such as about elderly needs and
liquor law enfarcement, that also
help educate,

“I take advantage of any arcas
I'minterested In,” Dolan sald.

SO FAR, Dolan has had a lot of
constituent calls, which she handles
with (he help of her sceretary, Sallic
Redfern.

Dolan Is working to set up her
computer system so she can readily
get her hands on informatlon re-
quested by constituents. She also
plans to keep an updated st of con-
stituents” interests so when she
comes across information, constltu-
ents will recelve it.

who will be per

heir for

area residents April 9 are George Nngmnl (left), Melanle Down-

Musical excellence

With all the meetings, formal and
Informa), telephone calls, setting up
appointments and speaking engage-
menis, not much time s left for the
ordinary things in llfe, like laundry.

“I'm trying to figure out when I
can do laundry without waking ev-
eryone else up,” Dolan said.

ie, Kelvin Chou, Camcron Smith, Renee Chou, Sherry Howitt
and Kristin Urevig,

At right, Jan Dolan is with tel-
low Republicans in a meeting
concerning solid waste dis-
posal, Below, she's at her
desk on the floor of the
House ol Representatives in
Lansing.
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Talented teens win scholarships

Music students from the seventh
through the 12th grade performed
memorized claslcal selections to win
scholarshlps in Farmington Musl-
cale's “Awards for Muslcal Excel-
lence” competltion,

The annual spring event culmi-
nates when the winners in cach
grade category perform thelr win-
ning pleces [n a recital hosted by the
musicale 10 showcase the young mu-
siclans talent,

This year's recital is sct for 8 p.m.
Slmday April 9, In North Farming-
ton High School, on 13 Mile Road
cast of Farmington Road. There Is
10 admission and guests are Invited
to stay for a reception and meet the
pcr:nrmm immediately after the
I’K

Flrst-place winners in the piano
competition for each grade category
are Renee Chou, Cameron Smith and
Teresa Theodore. Second-place
winners are Melanie Downfc and
Kelvin Chou. Third-place winners
nlre Jessica Curttn and Kristin Ure-
vig.

One of these winners whl be given
the Strey-McCallum Memorial Piano
Award at the end of the recital,

“We keep this winner a secret,
which creates an element of anticl-
patlon,” sald Beverly Notestine, the
musicale’s for

based on the performance on the day
of competitlon.”

FIRST-PLACE winners for their
vocal performances are Sherry
Howltt and Holly Underwood. Erin
Gaiser took second place and Teresa
Theodore was given an honorable
mentlon,

First-place winneu in the Insiru-
mental division are George Nagrant,
Kristin Urevig and J. Edward Lim.

Second-place winners in the in-
strumental divislon are Melanle
Downle, Emlly Acrs and Evan Price.

the year, “The award Is given to the
student selected by the judges as the
most outstanding pliano student

mentlons were glven to
Kristl Bosker, Stephanic Davi and
Melissa Taylor.

Concerts and rummage sales

staged throughout the 1988-89 sca-
son neited Farmington Musicate
$1,600, which will be used for schol-
arships to the i
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Violinist Evan Price, vocatist Holly Underwood and pianist The-
resa Theodore were named winners In Farmington Musicale's

on the afternoon of the recital. The
group Is affiliated with the Natfonal
Federatlon of Music Clubs.

Guest artlst for one of those con-
certs (his season was Catherine Ben-
nett, a former Musicale schnlnrship
winner for her musieal

‘We keep this winner a secret which
creates an element of anticipation.
The award is given to the student

and now the vocal teacher at*North
Farmingten High School.

Vocal judges for the compctition
were Paul Joyner Clinard and Ruth
Lapeyre. Piano judges were Elcanor
Auld and Joyce Adelson. Insturmen-
tal judges were Isabel Metry and An-
drew Vermigllo,

lected by the judges as the most
outstanding piano student based on
the perfomance on the day of
competition.’
-— Beverly Notestine




