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C’ville grad enters race for school board

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Pale Welghil), 18, is running for
the Clarenceville school board, and
he's serlous.

And why wouldn't be be?

After all, the 1888 Clarenceville
High graduate urvcd on the

of ﬁchlgm -Dearborn where he at-
ten

“1 think I can offer a new perspec-
tive on the school board, some new
viewpolnts the current members ha-
ven't though of.

“I'm not the 18-year-old candidate
for the board, I'm a candldate for
the board who happens to be 18.I'm
mchlnx out to parents too.

trict's
was senlor class president and Na-
tlonal Honor Socicty president, and
his classmates voted him “outstand-
Ing school eitizen.”

“I've g about it for

Dale Weighill

Pastor hears coalition

- thinkin
about a ycnr," satd Welghtll, who
sald he plans to declare polltical scl-
ence as his major at the Unlversity

his life in

Those zre the words of a 32-
year-old Salvadoran refugee who
l.lved In the capital city of San Sal-
vador and was employed as a fac-

wry worker,
His story was translated by Julie

Bcuh:l a hospltality worker at The

trolt/Windsor Refugee Coali-
tian. who pssigns household tasks
and arranges medica) services.

The Salvidoran refugee’s name
was withheld for safety reasons.
He left behind a wife and child. Ac-
cording to coalltion workers, many
refugees fear for the safety of
loved ones left behind and they
worry about reprisals.

. It was lunchtime and the scenc
took place in the coalltion’s main
center at St. Anne's convent, locat-
ed next top historic St. Annc's
Church on West Lafayette in De-

trolt, it

Since 1983, the coalition has as-
sisted more than 350 refugees to le-
gally enter Canada and has re-
{ferred others (o agencies.

A short distance away from the
Ambassador Bridge, the coalltion
provides its own bridge to safety
by alding forelgn refugees. Within
the shelter, refugees bide thelr
time as they walt for the inltial
Canadian border Interview that is
the first step toward galning new
status and a new home.

Many of the refugees come here
from Texas or southern Callfornla
and are given temporary legal ata-
tus pending their entry into Cana-
d‘SL Alexander’s Catholle Church
in Farmington is hoplng to help the
coalition's cause by providing a

van for the refugees.

Refugee recounts

homeland

Mark Davls is a Capuchin
brother from Milwaukee who coor-
dlnates the border work of the coa-
lition. As intake worker, he Inter.
views the refugees, takes the refu-
gees across to the Canadian border
for their initlal interview and later
for thelr hearings with Canadian
immigration.

“We aren’t able to help every-
one,” sald Davis, who lived tn NI-
caragua for four years and re-
turned to the States in December
1987, "“We deal with people who
can't remain in the United States
and are In fear of going back to
thelr countries,”

THE INITIAL interview before
a Canadian immlgratlon offlclal
and a Canadian interpreter, who
has Canadlan securlty clearance, is
often tedlous, he sald.

“'l'he anervlcw takes hours,”

sald

At thc nm hearlng, usually 3-10
days after the interview, the refu-
gee must submit an elght-page,
personal Information form, The
refugee must prove before an [m-
migratlon judge and refugee deter-
mination board member that ke is
eligible and that he has a credlble
basls for refugee claim, as stated
under the Unlted Nations deflni-
tion, sald Davls.

The [Inal hearing takes place be-
fore two refugee determination

members, usually in Toronto
for Detrolt’s refugm. two months
after the first hearing.

The entire proceas takes three to
three and a balf months, barring
problems.

From November 1, 1987 to Octo-
ber 81, 1988, the coalltion success-
{ully alded 175 refugees to legally
cnier Canuda, sald Davis,

and £ bave SAME DAY INSTALLATION

. Need Hot
Water
Today?

Calt
~~Bergstroms

40 GALLON RESIDENTIAL
HOT WATER HEATER

*339%

0DA

CALL BETWEEN 7:30 A.M. and 3:00 P.M 4;’5-
AND HAVE SAME DAY INSTALLATION
CALL FORDETAILS

; “Buy 2
; Get 1

a 50¢

'Any Large Yogurt

with coupon
Offer Expires 4/15/89

Northwestern Hwy,

]

]

]

]

]

1

. - e SA S SN R NS W S W e

l[.a Mirage Mall
Southfield 358-1232

FREE
with coupon
Bxpires 4/15

Quarts
Quart

Off

FROZEN YOGUI

-

Includes poruons af
Fnrmlng(nn Hills, Livonia and Red-
ford Township.

WEIGHILL PLANNED to turn In
more than {wice the required num-
ber of petition slgnatures needed to
plnc{: his name on the ballot last
week.

Continued from Page 1

In addltion to Central Americans,
the coalitlon, which was founded ln
1983, has hosted

He is sceking the seat on the board
currently held by Gary Gasser, who
is also secking election to the seat.

Ironlcally, Gasser was appointed
to the seat vacated last June by long-
time member Barry Sherman —
who was elected to the board soon
alter graduating from high school.

As the student representative on
the sesquicentennial committee,
“We reglstered over 1,000 people
that summer.

“I really enjoy politics,” he sald,
adding he was active In the Dukal ld.:
campalga last fall,

“I've had two initlatives I've been
looking Into,” Welghtll said about his
major concerns if clected to the

than 30 times the number that had

P ly sought asylum, g
to informatlon supplied by the coali-
tlon. The Canndlnn government then

One iavolves making geography,
currently zn elective, a required
class,

“You sqp 30 much in the newspa-
pers lately of American kids fatling
behind in the area of geography. On
a map, they know Michigan and
{-‘Iur(da and lhm‘u it — it's ridice-
ous,”

Weighlll also suggests having a
student and teacher sit [n on school
board meetings, s non-voting mem-
bers, “because they’re not elected.”

The reason? “From what I've
found from talking to the teachers is
there’s a lack of communleation be-
tween the school board and the
teachers.”

's call for help

Accordlng to McCabe, both US.
and Canadian immigration offlclals
know coalltion workets by sight.

The coalltion has relled on the

Lankans and Lebanese,

In November 1966, Congress
passed the Immigration Reform and
Control Act of 1888. Although the
law provided amnesty for allens who
could prove they had been in the U.S,
slnce 1881, it also mandated sanc.
tlltlms for employers of {llegal
allens,

‘This caused panle and refugees at-
tempted to enter Canada to aveid de-
portatlon,

By the beglnning of 1987, 6,000
refugees tried to cross from the
Unlted States inte Canada — more

d up its policy.

MCCABE, A FORMER Sacred
Heart seminarian, has worked with
the Corktown Cooperatlve, the
Southwest Detroit Construction Co-
operative, Manna Meals Soup Kitch-
en and as a child-care worker at
Christ the King School.

“The U.S, Government sces what
we're doing as helping them because
we are getting them out of the coun-
try and we are saving them the ex-
pense of deporting those people,”
sald McCabe.” So they just sortof ale
low what we are doing and tolerate
"

of rellgicus communitles
and private donors to finance their
operatlon. “Tim manages their
whole 1ife for them,” sald Wright.
Although the coalition has
recelved a lot of attention {rom the
Canadian press, American press cov-
crage has been minimal, sald
McCabe. “I find that the people In

WEIGHILL SAID school board
clectlons are typlcally low-key.

“We're planning on sending pleces
of campaign lltcrature to every per-
son who voted in the last election,”
he said, addlng he may follow up
with phone calls, galng door-to-door,
and contacting some parents and™.
some of last years senlors.

I administrators were surprised
at him filing for the office, Weighlll
safd they didn’t let on, and added.Z
they were very helpful. “I thought:'z
they would be very apprehensive or
surprised, but they dlda't seem
surprised.” e

Whlle he is suggesting som
changes on the board, Welghlll said-~
Lie doesn't want to seem critical of..i
the current board, “because I'm
not."” 2

He supports the 3.5 millage In
crease which the board is seeking n ...
the April 24 schoal electlon. “There's
going to be a lot of problems, 1 think,
if the mlllage doesn't pass.”

On the school finance issue being
debated In the state Legislature:
“There's sort of been a lack of lead- .
ership on the part of Gov. Blanchard
and the stote Senate. You can see by
the fact that Clareucevllle has to
raise its millage.” -

To date, Weighlll hasenllsted fam- -
ily and “about five or six fricnds” to
help with the campalgn.

The electlon I8 scheduled for June.”

the United States are

about refugees.”

He adided that the coalltion does
not take a stand en U.S. policy, “Our
aobjective s to help people who are ln
danger of belng deported,” sald
McCabe. Canadian immigration offi-
clals were unavailable for comment.

Landscape architects receive
award for Heritage Park plan

John Grissim and Assoclates, Inc.,
has eamed an Honor Award from
the Michigan Chapter of The Ameri-
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‘These include weunnds apen mead-
ows, tmnlelanal woodlnnd! and ma-
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can Soclety of L
(ASLA) for the design of Heritage
Park in Farmington Hills,

The award was recelved by Ken
Welkal of Farmington Hills-based
John Grisslm and Associates and
Dan Potter, director of special ser-
vices ot the annual awards banquet
Feb. 25 in Grand Raptds.

One of two statewide honor
awards among 28 entries, it stands
{or excellence in landscape architec-
ture and park design,

Herltage Park is in the heart of
Farmington Hllls on the former
Spleer Estate. It [s a 212-acre parcel
rich in historic and natural {eatures,

On the property s a small farm
house, large estate home and three
farm buildings, as well as fields pre-

rests,
In addltion, lhc Upper Rouge Riy-
er meanders Lhrouxb the lowlands of
the park.

As the park master plan was being
developed, the community and land-
scape architects met to dlscuss each
step of the design process. Dnring
the analysis, the cipants be-
came farniliar with the relationships
between the diverse habitats, patu-
ral systems and visual factors within
the park, It was then a logieal con-
cept to restore the meadows and his-
toric farm Into informal recreation
areas and refaln the natural areas
{or education and passive activitles.

From thls close working relation-
ship with the clty and Its residents,
lhu Hcrlug’tlz‘ Park master plan was

vlously under crop The
remasnder of the pmperty is a natu-
ral area with varied natural habitats

the analysls
and dulgn phases, the community
became aware of a process where
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