Poorer schools start state funding suit

By Tim Richard
staff writer

A group of Lhe state's poorer
school districts s asking Wayne Cir-
cuit Court for permission to sue the
slale over what they sce as “substan-
tidlly unequal” funding of publlc ed-
ugatlon,

~4We're asking the court to rule on
the-use of publle funds to challenge
thler constitutlonality,” sald Dr. Rich-
ard W, Wilson, superintendent of the
Brandon School Dlstrict in northern
Oakland County. Wllson chalrs the
coalltion of 250 “in-formula” dis-
utels whose adminlstrators say
they’re underfunded,

The districis are trying to win per-
nilision for the sult from the circuit
court because It is against state law
touse publle funds for a lawsult.

~'Currently, it's not lawful,” Wil-
son sald, citlng a remark In a 1984
Court of Appeals decislon. “But if
it's carefully examined, the court
may well reverse it. The Supreme
Court has never ruled.”

“IN-FORMULA" dlstricts receive
state appropriatlons. "Qut-of-formu-
la™ districts have larger local prop-

Warnke to give

Paul C. Warnke, formerly head of
the US. Arms Control Agency and
chief U.S. negotiator for the Strate-
gic Arms Limbtation Talks, wlill

cﬁy tax bascs and recelve no state
ald.

In-formula districts say that, even
with state aid, they are treated une-
qually. Per-pupll " spendlng ranges
from about $2,000 to more than
$6,000. The smaller amounts are
spent fn rural and poorer urban dis.
tricts wlth little industry. The larger
amounts are spent In the high-tech.
nology suburban districts of Oakland
and western Wayne countics,

Qaklang distrlets included in the
group asking for permission to sue
are Brandon, Clarencevllle, Clarks-
ton, Ferndale, Holly, Oxford znd
Pontlac.

Wayne County districts include
Flat Rock, Garden City, Ham-.
tramck, Lincoln Park, Redford
Unlon, Rockwood Glbraltar,
Southgate, Woodhaven and Wyan-
dotte.

Officers of the group, besides Wil-
son, are Byron Love, deputy superin-
tendent in Pontiac; Gene Karrow, su-
perintendent of Bridgeport Spauld-
Ing Community Schools In Saglnaw
County; and James Brady, superin-
tendént of Bear Lake Schools in
Manlstee County.

WILSON SAID that should the co-

peace lecture

7:30 pm. and Is free.

‘The Cranbrook Peace Foundation
has two goals: educational and sup-
port for peace organlzations In

present the annual Cranb Peace

Foundatlon lecture Sunday, Aprll 2,
In Christ Church Cranbrook, Lone
Pine at Cranbrook Road, Bloomfield
Hills, The public lecture beglns at

Information about it is available
from executive director Felix J.
Rogers, a private practlce cardiclo-
glst, In Trenton, at 675-2220.

Genealogists meet April 4

‘The Qakjand County

ences of

Soclety will hear Mary Lou Bacon,
who has served as an officer of the
Flint Genealogicl Socicty and as a
delegate to the Michigan Genealogi-
cal Council, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April

4.
Bacon wlitl present a talk entltled
“Ontas G 1 Re-

ancestors wlth Ontario roots.
Meeting place is the Rotary Room

of the Baldwin Public Library, 300

W. Merrlll, two blocks south of

Maple and two blocks east of South-

{leld Road, Birmingham. It Is open

:: the publle. For [nformation about
¢ Geneal 1

n
search.”-She will share her experi-

c Society, contact
Lois Ellis at 751-5204.
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50% off

Everything
After 52 years of serving the community, the Pontiac
Pottery is closing its doors. We would like to thank all
of our customers and invite you to take partin the
S, biggest sale that the Pontiac Pottery has ever had.
We are selling everything: fine china, crystal, pottery,
fixtures, cash registers, ele.
O Twa locations for outstanding values:
2087 S. Tolegraph ~ Sterling Place Centar
37808 VanDyke N of 16.5 Mi
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alition be allowed to continue, a scc-
ond sult would be necessary to win a
court decislon that Michigan school
funding s 50 uncqual that it violates
the constitution.

He said statewide equity would
cost $2.5 biitlon to $3 billion under a
formula the caucus wll) propose. The
group’s goal s to place 85 percent of
students under a state ald formula.
Currently, only 60 percent are in-for-
mula, he sald.

In contrast, House Jolnt Resolu-
tlon B, rejected by the state Senate
March 15, would provide only $500
million in new meney to educatlon,

although It would have resulted In
statewlde property tax base sharing.

"“The caucus belleves that the cus-
rent method of funding Is so unequal
that it wlll not stand serjous judictal
challenge. However, It s necessary
first to ascertain the legality of uti-
lizing public funds for such a pur-
pose,” the caucus safd in a state-

ment.

It has bired John P, Jacobs of the
Detroit law firm of Plunkett & Coo-
ney to file the flrst sult today.

THE CAUCUS said It |s “dismayed
over the lack of statesmanship on
the part of the governor and the Sen-

Thursdey, March 30, 1089 O&E

(OrA

ate" for the stalemate in Lansing.
Gov. James Blanchard, a Demo-
crat, Is expected to seek a third
term. His llkely Republican chal-
lenger is Senale majority leader
John Engler of Mount Pleasant.
During 1987-88, the Leglslature
wrestled with more than a dozen dif-
ferent verslons of plans to cut schoo)
properiy laxes, raise the sales tax
and ralse state funding to poorer dis-
trlcts, but could reach no agreement.
Three other efforts are under de-
velopment on the school funding
front:
# State leaders again are asking
Edgar Harden, former president of

both Northern Michigan University
and Michigan State University, to
help them reach a compromise on
another proposal that could be put
before voters.

® Engler allles are preparing pet-
itlons for a batiot question that will
require larger and larger percen-
tages of the state general fund budg-
et to go to educatlon.

® The In-Formula Caucus said it
Is consldering its own ballot petition
for 1990 “to provide constitutlonal
language to make clear the state’s
constitutional responsibilities in this
matter.”

Room, board rise for OU residents

Rates for Oakland University stu-
dents living In resldence balls will
rise 6.5 percent in the 1989-90 flscal

ar,

In additlon, rates will increase 7.7
percent for students living In the
Matthews Court Apartments, com-
monly known as “farnily housing."

QU offlclals blamed rislng ex-

penses — gotably Insurance, sala-
ries, wages and utilitles — for the
Increase.

The followlng are resldence hall
plans for 1989-90;

® Regular academlc year room
and board, 19 meals a week, $3,059,
an Inerease of §186,

® Regular academic year room

—(barbry—

PROFESSIONAL TESTING CENTERS
PRESENTS A

FREE SEMINAR
COVERING

LAW SCHOOAIR' ngMISSIONS
MBA SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

Discussions will focus upon: Admissions criteria
of top nalional and local-area programs; How, the,
adminsions process works;. Tips onletters of
recommendation and essay responses; And how:
to maximize your LSAT or GMAT Scorel This one
hour seminar could.-drostically “increase. your

. *-chances of admission: .+ <

DATYE: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 1989
TIME: 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
PLACE: RADISSON PLAZA HOTEL
1500 TOWN CENTER
SOUTHFIELD, MI

Refreshments Served
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1-800-243-EXAM
All in Attendance will receive o $50.00 Scholarship.

and board, 14 meals a week, $2,932,
an Increase of $179.

® Regular academlc year room
and board, nine meals a week,
$2,843, an Increase of $173.

® Regular academle year room
only, $1,939, an increase of $118.

® Summer scssion room and
board, $777, an increase of §48.

® Spring session room and board,
$694, an increase of $43.

® Sunmer session room only,
$469, an increase of $29.

® Spring sesslon room only, $486,
an increase of $30.

Monthly rent for Matihews Court
Apartments will now be $350, an in-
crease of $25.
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CROWN CONTRACTING, INC.
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Layaway
Sale

Arpin’s entire J989
collection of
Jabulously designed
Jurs greatly reduced.

* Duty Exempt & Sales
Tax Refunded

+ Full Premlum on U.S.
Funca

Fur Specialist
for Over 62 Years

484 Peilssler St.
Downtown Windser
1-519-253-5612

Mon.-Sat. 5:00 to 5:30

2nd Person Cruises FREE!
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CARIBBEAN ENCHANTED CARIBBEAN CARIBBEAN
ISLANDS AND PANAMA CANAL AND PANAMA CANAL Save on all special
. 16, 30, Jus . 16 9,23, 7,21,28 1
AP; dazs aboun; “ 7 ogypsra;oam o a:é'?’ L] Ordefs dunng
the REGENT STAR. the REGENT SUN. the REGENT STAR. our s rin Sale
Montegs Bay, Ocha Rics, mml.thn‘m-w‘ awlo.'uum-‘-ul p g .
R.Th:."_.ﬁwﬂ.l\mm .(:‘ll’t;ln;n‘l , Costa (part) mll‘(ﬂm
Jiscr, Montego Bay 3 talands, Montego Ty - t-u‘_ ey Choose the style you want.
. . N ...In the fabric you want,
Unbeatable Winter Offer Sall Regency Style! ?gs]e%\gg‘o?smém?; o;esg
R Crui; kes il ier tha You'll sail f tous ships —the . H .
ever th $a1l the Caribboan. Whe r:l::fo’ ;::pl: REGENT ?T'A??r.':rnfvz newist s0dition o our tionals. modulars, recliners

$ail together in the same cabin, the first person
Pays our regular price plus the applicable air-
add-on. The secand person cruises free and
ays only 5265 toward airfare and transfers.
0k naw for best cabins!

Here's how easy it |s to save.

Aeet, the REGENT SUN, Each is known for excep-
tional comfort and charm with excelient
European service, fing continental cuisine pre-
pared under the direction of French chefs, and
exciting activities day and night.

ond sleepers. Then, find
exactly the cover youwant
fromanentire wallfiled with
mote than 1,000 fabrics.
35 day delivery.

Znd Person ' Your custom-tallored pur-

. ] Sofa shown starts at $794 during Spring Sale 5 P
Ship 15t Person Rate! Nrf;;: . OI'UEP?E Now._ Save Big! For a limtted fime ony. chase will be delivered to
ﬁggém &?«R ?m' o 2} 2?? 2}65 ’ﬁ‘:’,’ﬁ Poct “cmr:gesmn l‘e.nal, "Available from Detroit. yourdoorstepinjust 35days.
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Sofa prices start at $499 during this Spring Special Order Sale.
Welcome to a woild of custom-made fumiture ot
refreshingly appealing pricesl :

1914 Telegroph Road « Bloomfleld Hils
& 1/2 mite north of Square Lake » 338-7716
126 E. 14 Mile » Clawson e Just east of Livernols « 583-1475
(Showroom and Clearance Center)

Mon. & Thurs. 10-9: Tues., Wed.. Frt, Sat, 10-5:30

*ASd $65 av add-On. 112 Peron 1aees Wiy depencng on
Separture dxe.

TRAVEL UNLIMITED, INC.
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